
Recreation, Visual, and Wilderness Courses
 (April 15, 2008)

First Page is Quick Reference – More Details on Remaining Pages
Leading the Recreation Program, 8300-10
   Call Elvin Clapp, 602-906-5506


March 2-6, 2009  Phoenix, AZ 
Recreation Planning: Effective Engagement in BLM’s Land Use Planning, 8300-11


Fall, 2008 Location TBD


Call Mike Brown, 602-906-5605

Cave and Karst Management, 8300-24
      


Call Mike Brown

Visual Resource Simulation, 8400-06
                         

Call Elvin Clapp

March, 2009  Phoenix, AZ
Visual Resource Management, 8400-05

      

Call Elvin Clapp

November 3-7, 2008  Las Vegas, NV
Trail Management: Plans, Projects, and People, 8300-17
 

Call Mike Brown

   September 22-28, 2008   FWS – Nat’l Training Ctr. Shepherdstown, WV
Recreation Permits Refresher, 8300-14  


Call Elvin Clapp

State recreation leaders should call to schedule a session in your state
Announcing New Electronic Resources
NTC has a new Knowledge Resource Center that contains PowerPoints, notebook and handout materials from many of the VRM, recreation, and visitor services classes.  Just click on the below link to access by either programarea or competency.



   http://www.ntc.blm.gov/krc/resource.php
For example, on left column, click Resources then Visual Resource Mgt then Course Materials
The SRP and cave management documents are located at the below two sites:

http://ilmntcc3ap2.blm.doi.net/documents/srp.nsf 

http://ilmntcc3ap2.blm.doi.net/Documents/CaveKarstMgt.nsf
Computer Based Recreation and NEPA Courses – Register via DOI Learn

Special Recreation Permits, 8300-15



Call Elvin Clapp, 602-906-5506
Visual Resource Management for Fluid Minerals, 8300-07

Introduction to Basic All Terrain (ATV) Operation, 1112-06

NEPA Concepts, Mod 1 (NEPA) & 2 (CEQ Regulations), 1620-17 Cathy Humphrey, 602-906-5536
NEPA Concepts, Mod 3 (BLM-specific NEPA Requirements), 1620-18

Purpose & Need, 1620-28   Note:  Supervisory approval not required for online courses.

Recreation Training Opportunities for FY ‘08/09 -Register Now!
Get the training you need to excel in your job!  To assist you in growing professionally, the National Training Center (NTC) offers a variety of recreation classes.  Review these opportunities and register on-line to ensure a seat.   
If you are a BLM employee go to the DOI web site to register for these classes at 
https://doilearn.doi.gov/  or go to NTC web site http://www.ntc.blm.gov/ and click on the DOI Learn link.  

Login, select "course catalog" from blue bar, select "catalog"

In the search box, type "recreation" or “visual” etc. depending on your interest

Scroll down and select on the course title

Scroll down -enter your travel/per diem cost (do not add $ sign before amt) 

Enter a "0" for material cost. Then select who is funding.  Select "Apply"
For assistance in registering, contact Yolande Texidor, 602-905-5545 or Earl Russell 602-906-5635 
Available Classes
Special Recreation Permits 8300-15           On-Line Training now Available

No funding for travel?  Want new ideas on SRP processing?  Have public contact, park rangers, and supervisor’s who need basic skills?  Do you need a refresher?  Then this 3 hour computer-based training course is the trick.  Covers the basics of SRPs and is based on the guidance in the new 2930 handbook.  There are extensive links to all of the regulations, manuals, handbooks, and best management practices.  Adverse action unit is first comprehensive treatment of administrative, civil, and criminal actions for SRPs.  There are exercises and scenarios on types of SRPs, application processing, fee calculation, bonds, insurance requirements, monitoring and evaluation.  See the last page for instructors for signing up for pretest and course – does not require supvevisor’s approval.
Detailed instructions for how to register via DOI Learn is found on last page.
Leading the Recreation Program – Developing Your Career 8300-10  

Mar 2-6, 2009 Phoenix, AZ  
New to the recreation program?  Want to seize control of your recreation career and take advantage of all of the development opportunities?    This “Introduction to Recreation” class focuses on your career development.  Covers overview of the program, your leadership roles in community outreach and partnership building, planning and monitoring, recreation tools, visitor services and resource protection, program management, and business skills.  You will be actively involved if preparing your career development strategy.  Target audience is those with 1-5 years as an outdoor recreation planner.  Contact – Elvin Clapp. 
Recreation Planning: Effective Engagement in BLM’s Land Planning 8300-11
Fall ‘08 -  Contact Mike Brown for Fall ’08 offering
Want to get things done on the ground?  Have you just been assigned to a Resource Management Planning team?  Do you want to know what the new Appendix C guidance means to you?  Then this class is for you.  You’ll learn the tips and tools to develop logical and comprehensive input, recommendations and decisions at the RMP level using the benefits-based approach.  You will be able to effectively engage in the planning process from start to finish.  Contact – Michael Brown. 
Trail Management: Plans, Projects and People  8300-17
Sept. 22-26, 2008
FWS-Nat’l Conservation Training Ctr Shepherdstown, WV
Whether you are a trail volunteer, a member of a "friends" group, or a federal, state or local government employee involved with trails, this training is for you!  The training is specifically designed for those who have beginning to intermediate management and leadership responsibilities.  This class focuses on the best practices of the trail management process (TMP).  The TMP is a collaborative process that includes planning, design layout, construction, maintenance, monitoring, crew leadership, interpretation, operations, and safety.  Highly acclaimed field exercises include trail layout, construction and maintenance techniques.  Contact Mike Brown or Matt Gay, USF&WS.
Visual Resource Management 8400-05          Nov.3-7,2008 Las Vegas, NV register now
Have you done a visual contrast rating lately?  Color schemes got you down?  Is staff asking for VRM input into an EA or RMP?  This course covers best management practices, VRM inventory and management classes for RMPs, landscape analysis, contrast ratings, and visual simulation.  There are 3 field trips where you apply VRM principles and techniques to "real world" projects.  We use over 600 images in the presentations.  There are student projects involving power lines, cell towers, oil/gas facilities, and campgrounds.    Register soon to ensure a seat.
  Contact Elvin Clapp.
Visual Resource Simulation 8400-06 
    March, 2009,   Phoenix, AZ
Ever placed a sky blue water tank on top of a hill and regret that the public can see it for 30 miles?  Ever tried to hide a pumpjack on a sagebrush flat?  Well, seeing is believing.  This hands-on computer class uses Adobe Photoshop to complete mid-level visual simulations for all types of projects.  Use actual lands and minerals projects to simulate sitings, color schemes, and other mitigating measures.  Contracting simulations is also covered.  You even get a dose of ethics in the simulation world.  Please pass this information along to lands, minerals, recreation and other specialists working on surface disturbing projects, including fluid mineral and transportation corridor projects. Contact Elvin. 
Recreation Permits Refresher 8300-14           Available Now 
This 2-day class is available to all states.  It covers special and other recreation permits and includes a comprehensive overview of 2930 manual and new release of 2930 handbook.  Master performers Dennis Willis, Robert Wandel, and LuVerne Grussing provide tips, tools and techniques on processing permits, cost recovery, monitoring, evaluation and adverse actions.  To schedule a refresher, contact your state lead. 
Cave & Karst Resources Mgt 8300-24                  2010 Location TBD
The course explains, explores and identifies the unique challenges of protecting, restoring, conserving, interpreting, and applying resource inventory and monitoring techniques to develop cave management programs.  If you are managing cave or karst resources, this is a unique opportunity to learn from the best in the business the principles and techniques for conserving the resource and allowing safe and responsible recreational caving. For more information contact Jim Goodbar, Carlsbad FO, (505) 234-5929 or Mike Brown, NTC, (602) 906-5590.
FY08 Training Schedule 
	Interagency Training Courses and Workshops
	Location
	Dates
	Lead Trainer

	Unit Wilderness Workshop* - NPS
	North Cascades NP
	Apr 23-24, 2008
	Tim Devine

	Unit IMP Short Course** - BLM
	Battle Mountain, NV
	May 6, 2008
	Chris Barns

	Unit IMP Short Course** - BLM
	Winnemucca, NV
	May 7, 2008
	Chris Barns

	Unit Wilderness Workshop* - NPS
	Glacier Bay NP&P, AK
	May 7-8, 2008
	Tim Devine

	Unit IMP Short Course** - BLM
	Lakeview, OR
	May 9, 2008
	Chris Barns

	Regional Wilderness Stewardship  
	Medford, OR
	May 12-15, 2008
	Chris Barns

	Unit Wilderness Workshop* - FS
	Ashley NF, Vernal UT
	May 20-22, 2008
	Tom Carlson

	National Wilderness Stewardship
	Missoula, MT
	Jun 22-28, 2008
	All

	Regional Wilderness Stewardship  
	Upstate NY/Vermont 
	Sep 15-18, 2008
	Tim Devine


*Unit Wilderness Workshops are scheduled on a first come, first served basis and are tailored to meet the specific needs of the requesting unit including awareness, planning, wilderness reviews, etc.  Unit Wilderness Workshops can be interagency but participation is limited to those working on the sponsoring and nearby units. ** IMP training is based on the Interim Management Policy for lands under wilderness review. This training is only applicable to BLM wilderness study areas. There is no advanced registration necessary.
Course Descriptions
National Wilderness Stewardship

Upon completion of this 5 day, interagency session, participants will be able to: 1) interpret and discuss the 1964 Wilderness Act, agency policies and wilderness values envisioned by Congress and wilderness leaders  2) recognize the changing national issues affecting wilderness management  3) use case studies to identify and apply wilderness law, agency policy, and management principles to specific management challenges  4) demonstrate commitment to excellent wilderness stewardship and sound decision-making.  Target audience:  Senior-level decision makers.  Tuition - $350
Regional Wilderness Stewardship

Upon completion of this 5 day, interagency session, participants will be able to:  1) interpret and discuss the 1964 Wilderness Act, agency policies and wilderness values envisioned by Congress and wilderness leaders   2) recognize the changing regional issues affecting wilderness management  3) identify and apply wilderness law, agency policy, and management principles to regionally-specific management challenges  4) demonstrate commitment to excellent wilderness stewardship and sound decision-making. Target audience:  Field-level decision makers & key staff.  Tuition - None

Unit Wilderness Workshops

These 1-3 day sessions are tailored to meet the specific wilderness awareness and training needs of a unit based on unique course objectives developed for each session.  This custom approach provides the foundation needed for units to address critical issues. For registration information please contact the unit sponsoring the workshop or agency representative at the Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center.  Tuition - None
Wilderness Fire Resource Advisor – Training for Trainers
Upon completion of this 3 day interagency session, participants will be able to instruct others to: 1) recognize fire and wilderness management policy and opportunities for achieving management objectives; 2) explain the roles and responsibilities of the Wilderness Fire Resource Advisor (WFRA) in the Incident Command System;   3) identify necessary components and organize a WFRA Kit; and,  4) serve as a Wilderness Fire Resource Advisor (WFRA) Trainee or Assistant,  Target audience: Instructors and Training Course Coordinators. Tuition - None

Resource Monitoring & 

Restoration in Wilderness

Upon completion of this 5 day, interagency session, participants will be able to:  1) incorporate appropriate procedures for defining natural resource monitoring needs and techniques; 2) plan and implement interdisciplinary, science-based restoration and revegetation projects.  Focus is on restoring small sites in both Sierra and Great Basin ecosystems.  Target audience:  Wilderness Managers and Resource Specialists and anyone involved in wilderness restoration and/or monitoring of natural resources. Tuition - None 

Visitor Use management

Upon completion of this 5 day, interagency session, participants will be able to:  1) apply a framework for wilderness stewardship to address visitor use issues; 2) identify indicators, standards and monitoring techniques for their wilderness area; and, 3) implement various techniques for managing visitor use and impacts.  Target audience:  Decision makers, Wilderness Managers/ Staff.  Tuition - None
Wilderness Management                                          Distance Education Courses

In partnership with the University of Montana we are offering:  Wilderness in the American Context, Managing the Wilderness Resource, Managing Wilderness Recreation, and Wilderness Management Planning.  These courses may be available in two formats: 1) traditional study guide format; and 2) electronic format using the Internet.  For individual course objectives or registration information, please contact the University of Montana, School of Forestry (406) 243-5346 FAX:  406-243-4845, email wmdep@forestry.umt.edu  or visit the web site at http://wmdep.wilderness.net.Target audience:  Federal land managers, city and state land and recreation planners, conservation organization members, educators, international wildland managers, students.  Tuition, books, credit fee: $445-$894 for 3-4 credit courses, both undergraduate and graduate credit available.
Visual Resource Management-Fluid Minerals 8300-07   Self Study Class
Here is a chance to catch up on all the tools and techniques so you can work effectively with other BLM staff, companies, and the public to minimize visual impacts and develop public support.  Includes how the land use planning and permitting process relates to the VRM system.  You will receive the 60-page color field reference guide and a 2-hour video tape.  Contact Earl Russell at 602-906-5635 

Introduction to Basic All Terrain (ATV) Operation, 1112-06  Self Study
This 2-hour computer-based training course provides basic information and knowledge on ATV and Utility Terrain Vehicles.  Participants need to pass this course before they can participate in the required field ATV training.  Covers protective equipment, risks, rider awareness, environmental factors, trail etiquette, trailering, handling characteristics, ATV recovery and different types of terrain.   Contact Mike Brown for additional information.  Supervisory approval is not necessary to take the course.
Social/Economic Aspects of Planning-1610-12- Nov 18-20, 2008
Phoenix, AZ 
This is a regional delivery that covers the role of social science and economics in planning and other land management decisions.  The focus is the available tools, results and outcomes of different analyses, data needs from recreation and other resource programs, and how to work effectively with contractors.  Dr. John Loomis, one of four instructors, is a national expert on non-market valuation of recreation, wildlife and other non-commodity resources and has extensively studied BLM recreation delivery systems.  Target Audience: planning team leaders, RMP core team, recreation specialists, and partners.  Contact Elvin Clapp for more details, 602-906-5506.
Introduction to Interpretive Services

Self Study Class

This is your opportunity to complete an award-winning self-study package of five videos and a course workbook.  You will uncover interpretation principles; explore thematic interpretation; digest the interpretive planning process; teach basics of interpretive writing; and explore various delivery methods, basic design elements, and contractor products.  Videos and workbook will be mailed to your office. Contact Earl Russell
Grant Writing for Conservation



      
Appropriated recreation funds drying up in your office?  This course covers recognizing different funding levels; examining principles of strategic thinking; reviewing ethics and infrastructure; distinguishing 501c(3) status, friends groups, cooperating associations; researching potential funding sources; understanding the components of a proposal; writing an actual proposal with instructor assistance and critique; learning about grant management; and gaining insight to what proposal readers are looking for in the granting process from a question and answer session with a foundation representative.  Contact Diane Nelson at 602-906-5548.
California State Parks - Basic, Intermediate and Advanced Trails Program 

There are basic, intermediate and advanced level courses offered by California State Parks - William Penn Mott, Jr. Training Center.  The schedule, catalog and enrollment information is available on their web site at www.cal-parks.ca.gov/mott.  The courses must be taken in sequence from Basic to Advanced. 
Masters of Leave No Trace

     

Leave No Trace skills are important to learn. Leave No Trace courses function like a pyramid. Master Educator courses are at the top of the pyramid and train people to become comprehensive Leave No Trace educators, or Master Educators.  Masters, in turn, teach the second level, the Trainer Course, to people who become Leave No Trace Trainers. Trainers (or Master Educators) are then able to conduct the third level of training called Awareness Workshops, which are designed for the general public and promote Leave No Trace. Contact Patti Klein, 801-539-4235, visit the Leave No Trace at http://www.lnt.org/
Tread Lightly! Trainer and Master Trainer Program
The Tread Trainer program is designed to train participants in innovative, practical methods of spreading outdoor ethics to the public with a curriculum specifically focused on motorized and mechanized recreation.  Completing the one-day Tread Trainer course will qualify the participant to become a Tread Lightly! trainer."  equipped to train other educators, clubs, employees, visitors, enthusiasts or community members."  For more information contact Patti Klein, 801-539-4235, or visit the Tread Lightly webpage at http://www.treadlightly.org/
Motorboat Operator Certification Course (MOCC) 
This course is offered through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Conservation Training Center (NCTC).  Anyone who needs to operate a motorboat to perform their daily work needs to attend this training. This course gives participants the training required to permit operation of watercraft. It reviews minimum requirements for safe operation of motorboats and includes a review of legal requirements, preparations, navigation, operations, emergency procedures, rescue, self rescue, trailering, fire suppression and basic seamanship. Many dates and locations are available for this training for a schedule and to register for this training are available through the NCTC website at http://training.fws.gov/courses.html (search on motorboat).  
Instructions for How to Sign up For SRP Computer-Based Training
A.  Register for the pre-assessment for Special Recreation Permits course

Open DOI at  https://doilearn.doi.gov/    Enter your user name and password and log on.

Select course catalog on blue menu bar.  Select catalog

Type recreation permits in search box and select search

Select Recreation Permits Pre-Assessment.  Enter a 0 for travel/per diem/material costs, select agency as funder

Select the Apply Button at bottom of the screen

 Steps to take the pre-assessment: 

Go back up to blue menu bar and select my courses.   On gray bar, select on-line courses

Scroll down to line with Special Recreation Permits - Pre Assessment. Select Test from right column

Select Take Test in center of your screen  (note: text is small) 

Answer all 31 questions.  Then select View test results for this course. 

Close window to return to main registration/catalog page

B.  Formally register for the course 

Go back to blue menu bar and select course catalog. Select catalog

Type recreation permits in search box and select search

Select Special Recreation Permits. Enter 0 for travel/per diem/material costs, select agency as funder

Select the Apply Button at bottom of the screen

 Steps to reaccess the course

Go back up to blue menu bar and select my courses.  Select online courses on the gray bar

Scroll down and select Special Recreation Permits

The course will launch.  A menu page comes up.  Select Overview.   Then complete each unit. 
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