'NEZ PERCE NATIONAL
HISTORIC TRAIL

NEZ PERCE TRAIL FOUNDATION

THE NEZ PERCE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

On October 6, 1986, Congress designated the Nez Perce National Historic
Trail as the route between Wallowa Lake, Oregon, in the Nez Perce
homeland and the Bear Paw Battleground, in north central Montana. It
traces the route taken by several bands of Nez Perce as they struggled to
escape capture by the United States Army and find a location where they
could live in peace and safety.

It is primarily a story of families, the majority being young children,
women and old people, who became victims of an unfortunate incident
as they were moving to the assigned Nez Perce Reservation. What
started as a sorrowful, mandated exodus from their Wallow homeland
turned into a bloody war of families on the run from the United States
army. The route is 1170 miles long and crosses four states, traversing -
some of the most scenic and historic landscapes of the northern Rocky
Mountains.
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Nez Perce National Historic Trail as designated by Congress October 6, 1986
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NEZ PERCE TRAIL FOUNDATION (NPTF)
MISSION STATEMENT

The Nez Perce Trail Foundation exists to promote public awareness
and appreciation of the historic route of the tragic 1877 flight of
the Nez Perce from the U.S. Army. Much of this route is recognized
by our nation as the Nez Perce National Historic Trail, extending
from Wallowa Lake in Oregon to the Bear Paw Battlefield in
northern Montana. The Foundation shall work, either individually
or jointly with governmental agencies and others to preserve and
protect cultural resources and values while promoting respectful
use by all. Our mission also advocates extension of the trail to
include these additional routes: the journey to exile in the
Oklahoma Territory; the escape route into Canada used by some of
the party; and the return from exile to the Lapwai, Colville and
Umatilla Indian Reservations in the northwest.
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~ THE VISION OF THE
NEZ PERCE TRAIL FOUNDATION
IS TO PROTECT, PRESERVE AND
PROMOTE THE NEZ PERCE
NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL, THE
TRAIL OF EXILE AND RETURN TO
THE NORTHWEST.

The Foundation would like to see the Trail extended
to include the route of exile of the captive Nez Perce
until their return to the northwest in 1885.
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ISSUES UNIQUE TO THE

NEZ PERCE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL (NPNHT)

1

The NPNHT is the only national historic trail administered by the US
Forest Service. This means the federal funds go through different
channels that are not always guaranteed to support the Trail.

The NPNHT administrator must work with three different tribal Nez
Perce communities who do not all share the same opinions. The
Conflict of 1877 has caused major separations in the Nez Perce Nation
which have just recently begun to be addressed on both family to
family and tribal levels.

.. The Nez Perce National Historic Park has three Trail sites in its

network, Whitebird Battlefield, the Bear Paw, and the Big Hole and is
consulted on other sites such as the Lolo Trail, Camus Meadows and
Dug Bar. The NPS archives at Spalding Idaho hold many documents
and artifacts related to the 1877 War.

The Trail Foundation is seeking to increase individual Indian
membership and participation in Trail projects.

THIS IS A TRAIL THAT UNIVERSALLY, STIRS GREAT EMOTIONS OF
SORROW, ANGER, FRUSTRATION AND EMPATHY. :

Questions the Foundation would like to

address and learn more about in this workshop

1.

2.

3.

How can we mark the trail over private land using a
standardized signage when the land owner permits access
across the land? How do other Trails handle this Situation?

What is the financial base of other Historic Trail Foundations
or volunteer associations?

What is the difference between how the National Park
Service distributes its Historic Trail funds and how the Forest
Service distributes the NPNHT funds. Does the Forest
Service have the option to use the Trail funding for different
purposes other than for the benefit of the Trail?
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PRESERVATION GOALS

Provide a permanent, accessible marked trail that can be used for
pedestrian and equestrian travel for the entire length of the trail.

Provide accurate, public-accessible trail marking and interpretation
stations along the route (At present only 258 miles of trail tread or
corridor is marked. The auto route is interpreted with 5 auto route
brochures from Wallowa to the Yellowstone. We need at least 3-4
more to complete the route.)

Establish volunteer docent groups to adopt sections of the trail in their
locality to monitor trail conditions and report to the appropriate
agency responsible for that section of the trail.

Conduct public meetings along the Trail, providing a platform for Trail
issues and scholars of the Trail’s history. The Foundation currently has
open public sessions during the annual meeting..

STRATEGIES AND METHODS

TASK FORCE GROUPS OF MEMBERS TO ASSIST THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON ITEMS SUCH AS THE WEB
SITE, OUTREACH, ETC.

CHAPTERS ALONG THE TRAIL

PARTNERSHIPS WITH ORGANIZATIONS OF SIMILAR
CONCERNS SUCH AS THE APPALOOSA HORSE
CLuUB, BACK COUNTRY HORSEMAN, AND LOCAL
HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

TRIBAL CONSULTATIONS
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NEEDED RESOURCES, PERSONNEL, AND
EXPERTISE NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT PLAN

Support and recognition from government agency personal to acknowledge the
Nez Perce Trail Foundation as a credible partner in the work of the Trail.
PRIORITIZE USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS!!!

Prioritize use of Trail funds for developing, maintaining, publicizing, signing
and interpreting the Trail corridor and its history.

Pedestrian and equestrian trails are only signed and mapped for the Lolo
Trail segment of the trail route on the Lolo and Clearwater Forests.
Undocumented sites need interpretation. They are listed in the current
comprehensive management plan and this list should not change with the new
comprehensive plan.

Where the original Trail route passes through areas of heavy residential and
commercial development or is directly on a highway; work to locate pedestrian
equestrian routes within the view shed of the original trail as much as possible,
Examples: BLM through the Birch Creek Valley (on highway) and route through
the Bitterroot Valley.

BOTTOM LINE

* Trail Dollars should be spent on the Trail!

FOUNDATION PROJECTS

Wallowa Homeland Site
Wallowa, Oregon
Finished July 2008

Partners
US Forest Service
Oregon Community Foundation
The Wallowa Band Nez Perce
Trail Interpretive Center
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FOUNDATION PROJECTS UNDERWAY

Birch Creek Valley
Interpretive Kiosk

Partners
“Forest Service
BLM
State Scenic Byways
Shoshone Bannock Tribe

‘ BIRCH CREEK VALLEY
PEDESTRIAN/EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Because the original Nez
‘Perce Trail runs down the
highway the pedestrian,
equestrian trail will skirt
the base of the mountains
on existing BLM tracks,
‘using the view shed
approach to experience
the Trail country.

L7 N
“Tionay HISTORIC e

Partners
‘BLM
Salmon Backcountry Horseman
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FOUNDATION PROJECTS UNDERWAY

Camus Meadows Ivnterpretive Kiosk and Site Development

-

Partners
Clark County Economic Development Council, BLM, Idaho Dept. of Public Lands,
ID state Historic Preservation Office, Dubois Historical Society, City of Dubois

L]

_ BIG HOLE BATTLEFIELD _
HITCHING RAILS AND INTERPRETIVE SIGNS FOR THE
WEST ENTRANCE TO THE BIG HOLE BATTLEFIELD

o

Partners
. Wisdom Ranger District NFS NPS  Salmon Back Country Horseman
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NESPELEM VISITORS CENTER

THE FOUNDATION IS COMMITTED TO PLACING
TWO INTERPRETIVE SIGNS AT THE CENTER ALONG THE HIGHWAY

Although nearby, the grave of Joseph
will not be part of the interpretation
or visitor area. It will remain a private
memorial on sacred ground.:

CLARKS FORK CODY, WYOMING

Project will include placement of interpretive signs on highway east of the
mouth of the Clarks Fork River and will mark the pedestrian, equestrian
route through the narrow Clark Fork Canyon through which the Nez Perce
: precariously made their way.

Partners
Cody Chapter NPTF  BLM  USFS
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RAILS TO TRAILS
LEWISTOWN MONTANA

The Foundation is committed to placing two signs at the
Kiwanis Rest Area, located on the trail corridor. The signs will
accompany those telling about the historic Reed and Bowles
Trading Post.

Partners
Lewistown Historic Resource Commission
BLM Montana Historic Preservation Office

Other Foundation activities
include planning and giving
programs about the Nez
Perce Trail, its related
history and cultures
related to the Trail.

Nez Perce, Diana Malickan
speaking about what the Nez

Perce Trail means to her family. peeled trees found along the trail.

Carolynne Merrell talking about culturally
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THE NEZ PERCE TRAIL FOUNDATION IS COMMITTED
TO KEEPING THE TRAIL AND ITS STORY ALIVE

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

oS

~ Children found reading the newly installed
interpretive sign at the Wallowa Homeland‘Site.

PACE 20 « POWELL TRIBUNE THURSDAY, JAHUARY 24, 2008

HISTORY RELIVED

¥ Tussduy. Carel Austin of
‘with th LLE. Areny,

Student in US infantry uniform of 1870’s

PUBLIC OUTREACH

‘Foundation Vice President, Carol

Austin, used the Trail Teaching

-Trunk for several presentations

to adults and children in Cody

‘Wyoming, stimulating interest

and support for the Nez Perce

'| National Historic Trail and the

Trail Foundation.

Trail talk

Caddy Enterprise Y28
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WAYS TO EXPERIENCE THE
NEZ PERCE TRAIL

r _' I { (R RN
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EXPERIENCE THE NEZ PERCE TRAIL

- BY VEHICLE

Roadside stop at Fort Fizzle along Highway 12, Montana
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WALKING
‘ - THE ‘ reisskit or “Trail t.o the
NEZ PERC 1 ah-d__fhe-:Lqu__Trail. o

RIDING THE TRAIL

s

Riding along the Lolo Trail section of the Nez Perce Trail, Idaho
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. RIDING THE TRAIL IN MONTANA e BLM COUNTRY

- FOUNDATION WISH LIST

RECOGNITION OF FOUNDATION AS AN EQUAL PARTNER IN THE
PRESERVATION, PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE TRAIL ALONG WITH
THE OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

MEMBERS ABLE TO ASSUME SOME RESPONSIBILTY FOR THE FOUNDATION,
HELPING THE FOUNDATION ATTAIN THE GOALS BY ASSUMING LEADERSHIP
POSITIONS

INFUSION OF MORE NEZ PERCE MEMBERS FROM THE THREE MAJOR GROUPS
- IDEALLY, MEMBERSHIP WOULD REPRESENT A GOOD NON INDIAN INDIAN
DIVERSITY

TO BETTER UNDERSTAND ACCOUNTABILTY FOR EXPENDING TRAIL DOLLARS
BY THE FOREST SERVICE ON ITEMS NOT RELATED TO THE CONGRESSIONALLY
DESIGNATED TRAIL, ITS INTERPRETATION, PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION.
PRIORITIZING BECOMES AN ISSUE.
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THE NEZ PERCE LIFEWAY
Nez Perce Charlie Moses, President of the Nez Perce
Trail foundation

ong Arerat the
‘Wallowa Homeland
site dedication.
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~ Aspects of the
Wallowa Dedication

- Purification of Site

Myrna Tovey and others
‘speak of their lineage
and family history
related to the
War of 1877.

Ele‘mer_lts of
the Wallowa
Dedication

5/9/2008
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Riderless Horse

* Whip Woman

‘NEZ PERCE SEASONAL RO

Plants,

roots, and
bulbs

Camas ﬁéld,
Kamiah, ID

UND_

Early fish hook and arrowheads
from Cache Bar, Snake River-

Hunting and Fishing
Salmon, deer and elk
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COYOTE STORIES USED TO TEACH
LIFE LESSONS AND RELATE PEOPLE
. TO THEIR HOMFELAND

Poetic sentiments written by a Wallowa Band descendent of the
Nez Perce War, placed in stone at the Wallowa Homeland Site.
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Photo by Dick Seymour
Remnant of an Old Chief Joseph marker marking the Wallowa reservation
boundary of the 1863 treaty, which Joseph did not sign. R.M. Downy in 1874
described them as being about 3-4 feet at that time, built around poles or posts
set in the ground tall (originally about 10 feet tall). Old Chief Joseph told him,
through an interpreter, that they showed “where his line was to the Wallowa
country and he wanted the white men to know where his lines were.” These
poles were maintained by the Indians until 1877.

1. A wide geographic base of members
‘ makes meeting attendance difficult
and low in numbers. -

2. Much of the general public remains
uninformed regarding the Trail and
the history surrounding the conflict of
1877. :

3. This is a trail that universally stirs
strong emotions among those who
do learn the stories and history for
the first time. :
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The Foundation seeks commitment and diversity in Leadership

Organized during
the Chief Joe Trail
Ride with the lead

help by our
Executive Director,
Jim Evans

MEMORIAL RIDE AND CEREMONY
OF RECONCILIATION
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RIDING THE TRAIL TO HONOR THE MEMORY
OF THOSE WHOSE LIVES WERE FOREVER
CHANGED BY THE EVENTS 1877
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