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Preserving the Trail of TearsPreserving the Trail of Tears
National Historic TrailNational Historic Trail

BackgroundBackground

Commemorates the forced removal of the Commemorates the forced removal of the 
Cherokee people from their homelandsCherokee people from their homelandsCherokee people from their homelands.Cherokee people from their homelands.
Represents the removal of the “Five Represents the removal of the “Five 
Civilized Tribes” of the Southeast to Civilized Tribes” of the Southeast to 
presentpresent--day Oklahomaday Oklahoma

CherokeeCherokee
ChickasawChickasawChickasawChickasaw
ChoctawChoctaw
Muscogee (Creek)Muscogee (Creek)
SeminoleSeminole
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Trail of Tears National Historic TrailTrail of Tears National Historic Trail

Cherokee RemovalCherokee Removal

Water RouteWater Route
Northern RouteNorthern Route
Other Segments not part of the NHTOther Segments not part of the NHT

Bell RouteBell Route
Benge RouteBenge Route
Roundup StockadesRoundup Stockadespp
Trail from stockades to internment campsTrail from stockades to internment camps
Dispersement DepotsDispersement Depots
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H. R. 5335H. R. 5335

Preserving the StoryPreserving the Story

How to present interpretation?How to present interpretation?
Where to put up interpretation?Where to put up interpretation?
Publications on removal/trail sites and Publications on removal/trail sites and 
segmentssegments
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Preserving Trail Sites & SegmentsPreserving Trail Sites & Segments

Identification of sites and segmentsIdentification of sites and segments
Establishing relationships with Establishing relationships with 
landownerslandowners
Identify sites that are in immediate Identify sites that are in immediate 
danger and take appropriate actiondanger and take appropriate action

Water Water 
RouteRoute
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Ft. Smith National Historic Site

North Little Rock RiverfrontNorth Little Rock Riverfront
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Water Route General PanelWater Route General Panel

Water Route Specific PanelWater Route Specific Panel
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Challenges for Water RouteChallenges for Water Route

Locating appropriate & accessible sites Locating appropriate & accessible sites 
f i t t tif i t t tifor interpretationfor interpretation

Establishing relationshipsEstablishing relationships
U. S. Corps of EngineersU. S. Corps of Engineers
State agenciesState agencies
Other land ownersOther land owners

Northern (Land) Northern (Land) 
RouteRoute
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Pea Ridge National Military ParkPea Ridge National Military Park

Mantle RockMantle Rock
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Northern Route General PanelNorthern Route General Panel

Northern Route Specific PanelNorthern Route Specific Panel
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Challenges for Northern RouteChallenges for Northern Route

Locating appropriate & accessible sites Locating appropriate & accessible sites 
f i t t tif i t t tifor interpretationfor interpretation

Establishing relationshipsEstablishing relationships
State & local agenciesState & local agencies
U. S. Corps of EngineersU. S. Corps of Engineers
Other land ownersOther land owners

Identification of Sites & SegmentsIdentification of Sites & Segments

TOTA membersTOTA members
State chaptersState chapters
National & Local agenciesNational & Local agencies

Department of Arkansas HeritageDepartment of Arkansas Heritage
Nature ConservancyNature Conservancy
The Trust for Public LandThe Trust for Public Land
Various city governmentsVarious city governments
Southeastern Anthropological InstituteSoutheastern Anthropological Institute
UNC’s Research Laboratories of ArchaeologyUNC’s Research Laboratories of Archaeology
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Certified SitesCertified Sites

1 1 –– Alabama Alabama 
66 A kA k6 6 –– Arkansas Arkansas 
7 7 –– Georgia Georgia 
2 2 –– Illinois Illinois 
4 4 –– KentuckyKentucky
55 –– MissouriMissouri5 5 –– Missouri Missouri 
3 3 –– North Carolina North Carolina 
3 3 –– Oklahoma Oklahoma 

12 12 –– Tennessee Tennessee 

Vision for the FutureVision for the Future

Walking/hiking segmentsWalking/hiking segments
Interpretive FilmInterpretive Film
Interpretation at All Identified SitesInterpretation at All Identified Sites
Visitors CentersVisitors Centers
Funding for these projectsFunding for these projects
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