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The RECREATION OPPORTUNITIESRECREATION OPPORTUNITIES that can be produced 
& OUTCOMESOUTCOMES realized are dependent on the 

CHARACTER of  RECREATION SETTINGSCHARACTER of  RECREATION SETTINGS.
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When recreation managers 
use the ROS to manage 
settings in a a that

When recreation managers 
use the ROS to manage 
settings in a a thatsettings in a way that 
produces opportunities for 
desirable experiences, 

settings in a way that 
produces opportunities for 
desirable experiences, 

they understand there is a relationship between 

ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES - SETTINGSSETTINGS - EXPERIENCESEXPERIENCES.

they understand there is a relationship between 

ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES - SETTINGSSETTINGS - EXPERIENCESEXPERIENCES.

Settings are the relationships between …

Qualities of NATURENATURE,
Qualities associated with USEUSE  &Qualities associated with USEUSE, &

Conditions created by MANAGEMENTMANAGEMENT,
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The premise is that recreation experiences are realized from …
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PRIMITIVE URBAN

PRIMITIVE URBAN
PRIMITIVE SEMI-PRIMITIVE

NONMOTORIZED
SEMI-PRIMITIVE
MOTORIZED

ROADED
NATURAL

RURAL URBAN
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PRIMITIVE SEMI-PRIMITIVE
NONMOTORIZED

SEMI-PRIMITIVE
MOTORIZED
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NATURAL
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PRIMITIVE BACK
COUNTRY

MIDDLE 
COUNTRY

FRONT 
COUNTRY

RURAL URBAN

The qualities of The qualities of 
nature & landscape.nature & landscape.
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The qualities The qualities 
associated with associated with 
Use & Users.Use & Users.

PRIMITIVE BACK
COUNTRY

MIDDLE 
COUNTRY

FRONT 
COUNTRY

RURAL URBAN

PRIMITIVE BACK
COUNTRY

MIDDLE 
COUNTRY

FRONT 
COUNTRY

RURAL URBAN

The conditions created by managing partners.The conditions created by managing partners.
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Components are defined by ATTRIBUTES or characteristics 
s

SETTING CLASS VARIATION
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Primitive Back 
Country

Middle 
Country

Front 
Country Rural Urban

Setting C
haract

Unmodified 
natural land-
scape.  Use is 
minimal.  
Mostly free  of 
administrative 
restrictions 
and controls.  
Only facilities

Mostly unmod-
ified natural 
landscape.  No 
roads. Low but 
evident use. 
Subtle 
restrictions 
and controls.  
Facilities for

Landscape 
appears 
natural but has 
primitive 
roads.  Expect 
to see 
motorized and 
mechanized 
use with some

Resource uses 
evident, but 
harmonize with  
landscape.  
Improved 
roads. Rela-
tively low use. 
Rustic facilities 
for user

Environment 
substantially 
modified.  
Resource use 
and 
development 
obvious. 
Large-scale 
facilities built

Natural envi-
ronment highly 
modified with  
hardened sur-
faces.  Sights 
and sounds of 
many users 
dominate land-
scape Facili

Class

ter C
onditions

Only facilities 
for resource 
protection. No 
motorized use.

Facilities for 
resource pro-
tection and 
visitor safety. 
No motorized 
use. 

use, with some 
restrictions.  
Facilities for 
resource pro-
tection and to 
accommodate 
use.

for user 
convenience, 
some for 
groups.  Use 
restrictions for 
user security.  

facilities built 
for and receive 
high use.  
Intensive 
motorized use 
facilities.

scape.  Facili-
ties accommo-
date large 
numbers.  Use 
restrictions are 
numerous. 

Ex

Good isolation, 
may feel like 
part of the 

Some isolation 
and high inter-
action with 

Less frequent 
isolation but 
greater equip-

About equal 
isolation and 
affiliation with 

Affiliation and 
recreation site 
access are 

Opportunities 
for affiliation 
with others is xperience O

pportunities

natural 
environment, 
have high 
degree of 
challenge and 
risk, and use 
outdoor skills.

natural 
environment.  
Moderate 
challenge, risk, 
and use of 
outdoor skills.

ment testing.  
More competi-
tive skills-
building.  
Associated 
challenge and 
risk.

others.  Still 
high 
interaction with 
natural world.  
Except for 
specialized 
uses, less risk 
and challenge. 
Can still build 
outdoor skills.

both high. 
Outdoor risk 
taking, skills 
building, and 
challenge are 
diminished, 
except as 
associated 
with motorized 
use.

dominant.  
Others nearby 
who can help if 
needed.  
Social and 
facility-
dependent 
experiences 
are dominant.
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A common practice is to map the physical, social & operational 
components separately but then merge them together to create 
1 map.

But you still wrote narratives that address the 3 components.

The SOCIAL COMPONENT & ATTRIBUTES are often not 
mapped, however they have a considerable affect on 
the visitor’s experiences.
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The OPERATIONAL COMPONENT & ATTRIBUTES are often 
not mapped, however they have a considerable affect 
on the visitor’s experiences.

The ROS concept was originally designed for the needs of federal 
agencies managing large land areas, often managerially simple. 

Public lands in the 
west are becoming 
more diverse and more diverse and 
require adapting the 
ROS concepts.
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We are going to:
• keep it simple 

• maintain the distinctive differences between the physical  maintain the distinctive differences between the physical, 
social & administrative setting components, and

• create planning products that are more adaptive & useful.

McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area

Setting variation of a recreation area 
can be MAPPED to depict its character
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McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area

Setting variation
can also be 

depicted on a

MATRIX
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The relationships between 

recreation settings and 

recreational opportunities

are based in science … 

however, using ROS 
concepts is not an exacting 
science …  

it requires making some 
professional judgments 
during planning & managing.
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Some attributes tend to be more :                  
determinative & easier to map (quantify).

Determinative adj : having the power or quality of deciding

Distance Guidelines should reflect topography & vegetative differences 
which screen man-made intrusions or the sights / sounds of people.
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Although the premise of  Managing Setting 
Character is easy  to understand …

takes it takes a 

littl  ti  d little time and 

some practice 

to functionally 

use the concept.p

Considering & mapping 
the physical, social & 

ti l tti   operational settings can 
bring recreation 
inventory information to 
the same level that 
currently is available for 
other resourcesother resources.
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Can you think of other reasons to 
consider, map, & analyze 
recreation settings?

Moves recreation management beyond thinking only about activities

Provides information about existing recreation opportunities to land use planners 
- use to develop recreation objectives & management prescriptions 

Credible approach to estimate the REAL EFFECTS of recreation alternativespp

Credible approach to analyze the consequences of resource decisions on recreation 
opportunities and outcomes

Can be used in marketing – getting people to their desired settings

Gathering social data.Gathering social data.
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Eagle Area 
Monitoring Maps
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Your assignment is to:

a. Prepare 2 different overlays - one each for the Physical and the 
Administrative Settings (I will give you the Social Setting overlay)

b Have ½ group do one component and the other ½ do the other overlay

1. Map the determinative EXISTING Physical & Operational Setting 
Attributes …

b. Have ½ group do one component and the other ½ do the other overlay.

c. Half way into the exercise we will take a class time-out to check “how 
it is going”.

d. We  will be completing the matrix later.

e. The instructors will be roaming to help the groups.

Did you notice how different the lines are between 
the maps?

D i it t th d b thDoing it on a computer…use the road base map then 
bring up topography and vegetation layers.

Scale to the job…finer for SRMAs and more gross 
for RMPs & ERMAs

Traditionally only used as an 
inventory tool but we will notinventory tool but we will not 
stop there.

Now you know your “supply”
by class and component 
(physical, social and admin.)


