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External Threats to Cave
Systems

m Stupidity

m Development
= Roads

= Dumping

= Logging

= Mining

= Oil and Gas
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Roads
m Collapse
m Drainage from roads into caves
m Spills Draining into caves
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Dumping
m Groundwater Contamination
= Harm to cave life
m Hazard to Visitors

Logging

= Increased
Sedimentation

= Change in Water
Chemistry

= Plugging Entrances
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m Removes the
cave

= New entrances
may change
air & water flow,
temperature,
and humidity -

Oil & Gas Drilling
IT.I.
m Increased Surface
Disturbance

m Drilling fluids in caves

m Leaky casing
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m Truck spills




