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External Threats to Cave External Threats to Cave 
SystemsSystems

StupidityStupidity
DevelopmentDevelopment
RoadsRoads
DumpingDumping
LoggingLogging
MiningMining
Oil and GasOil and Gas
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StupidityStupidity

Diffic lt to o ercome b t essential forDiffic lt to o ercome b t essential forDifficult to overcome but essential for Difficult to overcome but essential for 
survivalsurvival

Not to be confused with ignorance, Not to be confused with ignorance, 
which can be overcome with educationwhich can be overcome with educationwhich can be overcome with educationwhich can be overcome with education

In time the gene pool may cleans itselfIn time the gene pool may cleans itself
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DevelopmentDevelopment
Urban/IndustrialUrban/Industrial
Golf CoursesGolf CoursesGolf CoursesGolf Courses
AgriculturalAgricultural

Pavement runPavement run--offoff
Decreased infiltrationDecreased infiltrationDecreased infiltrationDecreased infiltration
Increased floodingIncreased flooding
Increased SedimentationIncreased Sedimentation
Increased ContaminationIncreased Contamination

RoadsRoads
CollapseCollapse
Drainage from roads into Drainage from roads into cavescavesgg
Spills Draining into cavesSpills Draining into caves
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DumpingDumping
Groundwater ContaminationGroundwater Contamination
Harm to cave lifeHarm to cave life
Hazard to VisitorsHazard to Visitors

LoggingLogging

IncreasedIncreased
SedimentationSedimentationSedimentationSedimentation

Change in WaterChange in Water
ChemistryChemistry

Pl i E tPl i E tPlugging EntrancesPlugging Entrances

USFS Photo by Jim BachtelUSFS Photo by Jim Bachtel
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MiningMining

Removes theRemoves the
cavecavecavecave

New entrancesNew entrances
may changemay change
air & water flow,air & water flow,air & water flow, air & water flow, 
temperature,temperature,
and humidityand humidity

Oil & Gas DrillingOil & Gas Drilling
Increased SurfaceIncreased Surface
Di t bDi t bDisturbanceDisturbance

Drilling fluids in cavesDrilling fluids in caves

Leaky casingLeaky casing

Leaky tanks, pits, &Leaky tanks, pits, &
pipespipes

Truck spillsTruck spills


