                                                                           

                                          

COOPERATIVE CONSERVATION INITIATIVE PROPOSAL

McKittrick Hill Special Recreation Management Area 

Carlsbad Field Office, New Mexico

2003 (FY) Cooperative Conservation Initiative Project in the McKittrick Hill Special Recreation Management Area

Project Name:  McKittrick Hill Special Recreation Management Area Cave Restoration Projects.

Purpose:  To restore the caves located within the McKittrick Hill Special Recreation Management Area to as close to their original condition as possible.

Partners:  This project will completed by the Southwestern Region (SWR) of the National Speleological Society under the guidance provided by the Bureau of Land Management Cave Management Specialist.  The project will be contracted through an existing Cooperative agreement between the BLM and the SWR.  The Chairman of the Southwestern Region will monitor the project.

Funding:  The project will be in the amount of $6,000

Kinds of Projects:  The cave restoration projects will include but not be limited to the following:

A. Graffiti removal:  This involves photo documenting the graffiti and determining if it is historical, then if it is not, using nylon bristle brushes and water to scrub the offending writing off.

B. Trail construction and maintenance:  This will include the removal of old flagging tape and the installation of new tape, washing the fragile formation areas near the trails, and determining the need for additional trails.  New trail construction will be approved by the BLM

C. Clean and wash muddy speleothems:  This would restore the cave formations by removing muddy foot prints and boot marks.  It would involve using fresh water and nylon bristle scrub brushes to clean the formations and using brushes to clean the dust and debris from them.

D. Speleothem repair:  This involves locating the broken portions of the speleothems and using a special type of epoxy to glue them back together.  Larger stalactites need to be wired and pinned in place using stainless dowels.

E. Bat Monitoring and Protection: This consists of conducting evening bat counts and monitoring the bat flights, locating bat roosts in the caves, and insuring the bat populations are being protected.  If needed cave gates will be modified to enhance bat ingress and egress and signs will be installed to advise visitors about the benefits of bats and not to disturb them.  This will, hopefully, help to restore bat populations to earlier numbers.

F. Cave gate maintenance:

1. Sanding rusted areas (Endless, Sand, McKittrick and Dry caves)

2. Repainting refurbished gate. (Endless, Sand, McKittrick and Dry caves)

G. Trash and litter cleanup and removal: This will be conducted at all caves.

H. Special rehab. of off trail areas.  This will require the use of “aqua sox” and special high pressure-low volume sprayers to clean muddy footprints in delicate areas.  The wash water will need to be collected and removed from the area so it will not contaminate other speleothems.

I. Exploration and survey:  Exploration is needed to ascertain the extent of the cave(s). Survey is needed to show where the extent of the cave is and what resources are in it.  Management can ont properly manage and protect their resources unless they know where they are and what they are.

J. Establishing new and monitoring old photo monitoring points:  There are some old photomonitoring points in the caves.  They need to be relocated and a current set of photos taken, then compare the new set to the existing set of photos.  New photomonitoring points need to be established.

K.  Surface Restoration Projects:  Surface restoration projects will include redefining trails that lead to the caves, removing unnecessary fire rings and restoring the locations, installing Leave No Trace signs, and policing the area for litter and garbage.  

 

Length of project:  The time commitment for this project shall not exceed one year.  The caves are closed from April 15 to October 1 each year to protect bat maternity roosts.  In cave work could begin October 1, 2003.  The funding could be obligated during FY 03.

Reports of Project Activity:  Activity reports will be furnished to the BLM after each weekend work session is completed.  Each report will itemize all activities worked on.  The report will indicate number of individuals present, the number of hours expended, and the materials and equipment used.  Special needs and accomplishments will also be reported.
