
Preferred Alternative



Objectives

Identify a defensible preferred alternative in the 
draft plan / EIS.



Legal Requirements for Preferred 
Alternative

NEPA requires identification of preferred alternative 
(if one exists) in Draft EIS. 

BLM requires identification of preferred alternative 
in draft plan.

CEQ NEPA regulations 40 CFR 1502.14(e); CEQ’s Forty Questions (#4b)
BLM NEPA Handbook H-1790-1  Section 9.2.7.3



Factors Used to Identify Preferred 
Alternative

FLPMA provisions

NEPA requirements

Other legal requirements (e.g., Section 7 of ESA)

Purpose and need

Planning criteria

Relationship to planning goals and issue resolution

Consistency requirements:  tribes, state, and local 
governments 

Environmental impacts



Factors Used to Identify Preferred Alternative
(Cont.)

Administrative policy initiatives

BLM national strategies

BLM state director guidance and state vision

Collaborator input



Involving Collaborators in the Preferred 
Alternative 

Informal techniques
• personal contact
• newsletters
• requests for input

Formal techniques
• facilitated stakeholder 

meetings



Internal BLM Process to Identify Preferred 
Alternative

Interdisciplinary team recommends an alternative to 
field office manager with rationale. 

Field office manager recommends to state director.

State director approves selection.

Note: However it’s done in your office, make the 
process  transparent.
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