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Violation of federal laws and regulations related to the public lands 
and resources, and property thereon Detain, investigate, enforce X X X 

Violation of State laws and regulations related to the public lands and 
resources subject to valid, existing MOU with State/Local for conveying 
State Peace Office Authority 

Detain, investigate, enforce X X X 

Violation of certain federal laws and regulations occurring on lands 
managed by the USFS, USFWS, NPS, BuRec Detain, investigate, enforce X X X 

Violation of State fish and game violations occurring on Public Lands Detain and refer to appropriate authority X X  

Violation of other federal or state laws occurring on Public Lands Detain and refer to appropriate authority X X  

Valid State Arrest Warrant Detain and refer to appropriate authority X X  

Crime of Violence encountered while on duty but off Public Lands  X   

Agency Assist  X   

Officially ordered or requested during times of emergency  X   

Traffic violation on Interstate or Limited Access Highways     

On duty and affecting a “Citizen’s Arrest”     
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General Principles 
 

 Authority applies to public lands, resources, and property located thereon.  

 Authority extends off of public lands when the violation relates to the Public Land and Resources (hot pursuit, untitled 
horses and burros,  

 Authority DOES apply to private lands, state lands, or other Federal lands managed by BLM under a legal conveyance such 
as an easement or right –of-way.    

 Authority does NOT apply to private lands, state lands, or other Federal Lands managed by BLM through use of MOUs or 
cooperative agreements.  

 The vast majority of Public Lands administered by the BLM are under proprietary jurisdiction.   

 The Assimilative Crimes Act does NOT apply to lands under proprietary jurisdiction.   

 Memorandums of Understanding that convey other authorities to BLM Law Enforcement Officers must be signed by the 
State Director when Rangers are involved and the SAC when Special Agents are involved.   

 Exercise of the law enforcement authority of a State or local agency must involve activities that are necessary for the 
protection of the public lands or resources administered by the BLM 

 A  State may confer authority to a BLM LEO; however the State cannot expand the jurisdiction of the federal government 
beyond what Congress did through enabling legislation.   

 


