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1. List the 3 primary sources of authority for BLM personnel to exercise general police powers 

and the components that each law provides.   
 
 
 
 
 
2. List the 5 primary sources of authority for BLM to make and enforce regulations with 

criminal penalties.   
 
 
 
 
 
3. Describe the intent of Congress in establishing the “knowing and willfully” threshold for 

criminal penalties for violation of a FLPMA regulation.  
 
 
 
 
 
4. Provide one example when a “warning” of a prohibited act is required before a person can be 

charged criminally for violating a FLPMA regulation.  
 
 
 
 
 
5. Provide one example when a “warning” is not required before charging a person criminally 

for violating a FLPMA regulation.  
 
 
 
 
 
6. Describe one challenge the Class A misdemeanor penalty level for violation of BLM rules 

promulgated under the authority of FLPMA in the Federal court system.   
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7. Describe the jurisdiction (scope) established by each of the following laws:  

a. FLPMA 
 
 
 
b. Wild Free Roaming Horse & Burro Act 
 
 
 
c. Federal Land Recreation Enhancement Act 
 
 
 
d. Executive Order 11644 
 

 
 
8. True or False – A BLM LEO is acting outside the scope of their jurisdiction when 

investigating a crime involving an untitled wild horse located in a privately owned pasture.  
Explain the rationale for your answer.   

 
 
 
 
 
9. True or False – The Federal Good Samaritan Act gives BLM Rangers and Agents authority 

to enforce state laws related to crimes of violence.  Explain the rationale for your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 
10. True or False – A BLM Law Enforcement Officer can use the Assimilative Crimes Act to 

enforce a state law for a violation occurring on Public Lands that is not covered by a BLM 
regulation.  Explain the rationale for your answer.   
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Scenarios 
 
1.  A Ranger in route to their patrol sector stops at a 7-11 for a Mega Big Gulp.  When they walk 

in the store they encounter a robbery in progress.  The suspect is armed with a two foot long 
piece of rebar.  The store clerk is alive but bleeding from the nose and mouth.  The Ranger 
pulls his firearm, orders the suspect to the ground, and calls for assistance.  Was the Ranger 
acting within the scope of their authority and jurisdiction?  Why or why not?  

 
 
 
 
 

Was the Ranger acting within the scope of their employment?  Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
2. A Ranger is a resident in a small community located within a rural County.  The Ranger has 

been delegated State Peace Officer Authority by the local County Sheriff.  A fight occurs in a 
bar in town.  The Sheriff’s office Dispatch calls the Rangers and requests that they respond to 
the bar because there are no Sheriff’s deputies in the area.  The Ranger responds to the Bar as 
requested.   Is the Ranger acting within the scope of their state peace officer authority?  Why 
or why not? 

 
 
 
 

If the Ranger made a citizen’s arrest at the bar, would they be acting within the scope of their 
authority, jurisdiction, and/or employment?  Why or why not?  

 
 
 
 
3. A Ranger issues a citation to the son of a popular local rancher for riding his ATV off trail on 

public lands where riding is limited to designated roads and trails.  The rancher is irate and 
calls to report the incident to the Sheriff.  The Sheriff calls the local BLM Field Manager and 
advises that the County does not prohibit off-trail riding in that area and furthermore the 
Ranger has no authority within his County because the 10th amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution reserves that authority to him.  The Sheriff threatens to arrest the Ranger if he 
attempts to enforce any laws or regulations or take any other law enforcement action in his 
County in the future.  How should the Field Manager respond to the Sheriff?   
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4. A Ranger traveling at the speed limit on a State Highway is passed in a passing zone by a car 

that is clearly exceeding the posted speed limit.  The highway is constructed on a BLM right 
of way.  There is Public Land on either side of the highway.  Ranger activates their lights and 
siren, and affects a traffic stop.  The driver is cited for speeding under the BLM regulation 
that prohibits speeding.  Did the Ranger act within the scope of their authority and 
jurisdiction?  Why or why not?   

 
 
 
 

Does the BLM regulation 43 CFR 8365-1-3 that prohibits the operation of a vehicle on 
public lands in excess of posted speed limits apply?   

 
 
 
 
5. A Ranger is traveling to their patrol sector on Interstate 8.  They are 25 miles from the 

nearest chunk of Public Land when they observe a vehicle that is speeding and swerving 
back and forth.  Several vehicles are forced to the shoulder of the road.  The Ranger suspects 
driver is intoxicated and is concerned that there is going to be an accident.  The Ranger 
cannot get a hold of the State Police Dispatch to request their assistance.  Before the Ranger 
has an opportunity to stop the suspected drunk driver the car leaves the roadway and crashes 
into a sign post.  The driver and several passengers in the car are badly injured.  Does the 
BLM or the Ranger incur any liability for failing to stop the vehicle before it crashed?  Why 
or why not?  

 
 
 
 
6. A Ranger is assigned to a Service First Office that houses both a BLM Field Office and a 

Forest Ranger District Office.  The Ranger crosses Forest Service land daily while in route to 
Public Lands.  One morning while heading out to her patrol sector, the Ranger sees an 
individual on the Forest cutting firewood in an area closed to that activity.  Can the Ranger 
cite the individual for the illegal wood cutting under the authority of the master agreement 
between DOI and USDA that cross designates federal law enforcement officers?  Why or 
why not?  

 
 
 
 


