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     Secretary Babbitt: as We Move Into this 21st Century, the BLM Faces a Choice. We Can Either Move on to Become The Greatest Modern American Land Management Agency, the One That Sets the Standard for Protecting Landscapes, Applying Evolving Knowledge and Social Standards and Bringing People Together to Live in Harmony with The Land, and We Can Acting with Public and Private Partnerships Be Really the Model, the Paradigm, If You Will, of That Slogan That You See on the 150th Anniversary Documents of Interior Department, "Guardians Of the Past, Stewards of the Future"  

    Announcer: the Bureau of Land Management Satellite Network Presents Live from the BLM National Training Center in Phoenix, Arizona, a National Teleconference for BLM Resource Advisory Councils, Featuring Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt. And Now, the Host of Your Program, Tony Garrett.  

    Tony Garrett: Good Morning and Welcome to Our Broadcast. Today We're Bringing Together Via Satellite Members of BLM's Resource Advisory Councils from All Across the West. Along with BLM Employees at Offices Throughout the Country For a Special Address by Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt. Good Morning, Mr. Secretary.  

    Secty. Babbitt: Tony, Good Morning.  

    Tony Garrett: Great to Have You Back at NTC. Later in the Program We Will Invite Members of the Councils To Offer Questions and Comments. In this Dialogue We Would like To Explore Several Key Themes, First, Success Stories, We Wanted to Give Credit for Some Of the Real Breakthroughs the Councils Have Made in Promoting Collaboration and Consensus in Resource Management. We Saw Some of Those at the Beginning of the Broadcast. Lessons Learned, What Can We Learn from the Experience Gained Over the past Few Years That Can Help Smooth the Way for Current And Future Councils and Ensure They Have an Opportunity to Succeed. And Where Do We Go from Here? We'll Look at Some of the Issues And Challenges the Advisory Councils May Face in the Future. We Do Want to Hear from You on These and Other Topics. So Please Be Prepared to Get in Touch with Us by Telephone or Fax Using the Telephone Numbers On Your Screen. Now Once Again, Secretary Babbitt.  

      Secretary Babbitt: Tony, Thanks Very Much. I'm Not Sure Whether That Background for this Talk Quite Like Is What I Was Looking at in That Presentation. Pretty Slick. I Wanted to Come out on the Last Day of November to Talk with All Of You, the Rac Members, One More Time Before I Kind of Fade Away. You Know, We're Almost There Now, 45 More Days and I Will Be History. But BLM Will Continue on and I Hope That Many, Most, If Not All Of You, Will See the Importance Of Continuing the Work You're Doing on into the Future. So I Want to Do a Couple Things. The First Is to Thank All of You For the Efforts That You've Made In the past Months and Years. This Is Kind of Thankless Work. It Takes a Kind of ‑‑ Certain Kind of Person and a Certain Kind of Attitude about the West And a Certain Feeling for the Land to Ever Want to Get into This Line of Work, Discussion, Consensus Building. It's Tremendously Important. I Think We've Made a Lot of Progress, and What I Want to Say Most Directly Is, as Straight as I Can, I'm Very Grateful for What You Have Done for Your States, for this Landscape, for The Bureau of Land Management. Now, in Addition to Saying Thank You, What I Want to Do Is Sort Of Underline the Thank You by Talking Just Briefly about My Perception of Where We've Been And Then Outline Some of the Issues That I Think Will Continue on into 2001 and Probably into 2010 and the next Generation and Beyond That. When We Put Together These Rac Concepts, I Think We Were All Kind of on the Same Page and That Is That We Have to Broaden The Participation among Stakeholders, People with a Direct Interest in BLM Lands, And Beyond That Circle, out to The Public. That the Public Lands Are Such a Huge Presence in the West, They Can't Be Administered by Remote Control Without the Added Kind Of Input from People Who Are Living on and Using the Lands. Now, the First Big Chore That We Undertook, Obviously, Was Grazing. That Was Appropriate Because, You Know, on a Given Acre of Public Land in the West, the Economic Resource Being Utilized And the Presence in the Life of A Local Community Is Almost Certainly Going to Be Grazing. I Don't Leave Here under Any Illusions That We've ‑‑ Once and First of All Have Reached a Grand Consensus about an Issue That Has Been Plagued with Controversy for the Last Century. I Was Reading in the Press Last Week That There Was a Big Gathering up in Reno for a New Coalition to End Grazing on Public Lands. I Cite That Only Because, You Know, It's a Suggestion That ‑‑ We're Never Going to Find Complete Consensus and There's Always Going to Be, You Know, Kind of on Both Fringes People Arguing These Kind of Extreme Positions. My Position Is the Same as It's Always Been. I Think There's an Important Place for Livestock Grazing on Public Lands. I'm as Certain as Can Be That We Have to Make a Strong Public Case about it Being Done Well And in Order to Do That Has to Be Done to Really the Highest Standards We Can Muster. That Is, of Course, Just a Short Brief for What's in the Standards and Guidelines. I Want to Tell You, I Think We Made an Awful Lot of Progress With Standards and Guidelines. I'm Very Gratified by the Way in Which We Have Managed to Thrash Through the Content, Get Some Consensus, Move Them out and Begin the Process of Implementation. It's an Enormous, Important Step. It Gives Us a Lot of Credibility About Our Ability to Manage These Lands to a Very High Standard, Both Because it Ought To Be Done and Because Ultimately It's the Way We're Going to Protect and Make Sure That the Range Lifestyle and Economy Stays Intact and Prosperous in the West That Is Urbanizing and Full of People. We're a Long Ways from the Land And Are Potentially Susceptible To These Kinds of Simplistic Notions about No Grazing, All That Sort of Stuff. That Said, the Implementation Has Been, I Think, Terrific in Some Places, Not So Good in Others. There Are a Lot of Reports Floating Around, Both Internally And Externally and I Just Urge You to Keep Track of It. Look at the Successes. Where We've Really Made a Visible Difference, and Just Ask Yourself, Can't We Make the Success the Standard Everywhere? Some Terrific Ones Right Here in Central Arizona, in Phoenix, Where I Am Today. If We Could Do That All Across The Country with Your Efforts, I Think We'll Be Able to Look to The People in the United States And Say, You Know, Grazing Is Good for Communities, It's Absolutely Compatible with the Health and Diversity of the Western Landscape and We Can Be Mighty Proud of What We're Doing. Ok. The Recreational Issues Are Coming at Us from All Directions. I Think You've All Been Involved In Those in Many Different Ways. They're Going to Become More Intense Because the Urban Folks Out There More and More Look Over Their Shoulder at the BLM Lands as Open Space and Increasingly See Their Interests As Predominant. That's What Stakeholders Always Do. The Ohv Guidelines Are Going to Be out in the next Week or So. I Will Leave That to You and to The Future to Begin Working and I Just Hope That the Rangeland Standards and Guidelines Will Kind of Be the Model for How We Go about Getting a National Kind Of Direction Established and Then Kind of Working it into the Landscape. There Are All Sorts of Facets to That. We Got to Keep Working with the Fee Demo Program. Some Wonderful Sites up Now. I Think It's Been a Wonderful Success. The Ohv Issues We Have to Pay Attention. They Are Going To, I Think, If I Have Any Predictive Capability, In the next 10 to 20 Years, Probably Start to Rise above Grazing as the Sort of Hot Button Environmental Issue. We Have to Be Able to Take an Ecologically Sound Position, Again Acknowledging That There's An Appropriate Place for People To Use Their Vehicles on Public Lands. But We're Not Going to Be Persuasive about it Unless We Have Really Figured it out and Sold it to the Public and Drawn Kind of a Position That Can Maintain a Scrutiny and Legal Challenge. I Want to Say a Word about the Monuments. I Want to Begin by Saying, I Really Appreciate the Help That I've Had from Many of the Racs In this Process That We've Been Going Through Across the West For the Last Couple of Years. I Wasn't under Any Illusions About the Difficulty of These Kinds of Designations. Now, Just in the Briefest Way, Let Me Again Say That I'm Absolutely Persuaded That It's Important That the BLM Have a National System of Protected Lands Which Are Managed to a Status Which Recognizes the Special Values and Which Says, "No, These Are Not National Parks, but They're That Kind of Land and Our First Priority in These Lands Is Going to Be to Manage Them to Protect Those Values." Now, Historically, Going Back 20 Or 30 or 40 Years, the Traditional Way of Addressing These Issues Was Simply to Wait Until Somebody Discovered, Say, The Missouri Breaks or the Areas Along the Colorado River in Western Colorado, Wherever, and Then Start a Movement to Take Them Away from the BLM and Make Them a National Park. Which, of Course, Means That as A Matter of Their Organic Act, All Extractive, Consumptive Uses Of Any Kind Are Automatically Excluded. That's the Reason That I Felt it Was Really Important to Say There's Room in BLM for National Conservation Areas, National Monuments and We Can Manage Them To a High Standard at the Same Time That We Acknowledge That Traditional Uses Are Perfectly Appropriate. That's Why the Overwhelming Majority of These Monuments Have Been Quite Clear about the Acceptability And, Indeed, the Compatibility of Grazing on the Landscape. We Have Not Sought to Sort of Build a Lot of Facilities Inside The Landscape but Rather to Engage the Local Communities in A Sort of Consideration of How Their Futures in Terms of Tourism and Visitation Can Be Blended in and Enhanced. We've Made it Clear That Hunting And Fishing Are Compatible Uses. Properly Managed They're Entirely Consistent with the Values of the Landscape. And What I've Said to BLM Is, It's Really Important That We Manage Those for the Long Run And That We Do a Good Job and That We Sell the Public. I Don't Want to Create Another National Park System and I Don't Want a Movement Starting to Say, Well, These Are Really Terrific, But You Haven't Gone Quite Far Enough. Now Let's Make Them All into National Parks. That Said, I Want to Say the Racs Have Really Been Enormously Helpful in this Process. I Was up in Montana Yesterday. There's a Story in the National Press Today, Both about a Place Called Pompi's Pillar and a Landscape up on the Missouri Called the Missouri Breaks. The Central Montana Rac Really Went to the Well on That One. We've Been Having Discussions on That Landscape for about 18 Months Now, and There's Not a Perfect Consensus, There Never Will Be, but I Think There's an Enlarged Circle of Understanding Of the Possibilities and Kind of A Comfort Zone and the Individuals in That Rac Who Went Out on the Point, and Including Notably a Couple Rancher Members, Absolutely Made it Possible for Us to Move Across That Divide in a Way That I'm Absolutely Confident Is Going to Work for Everybody. Look, I'll Run out of Time If I Get Started, but down in Southwest Colorado, the Rac Members There Were in a Pretty Tight Situation on Day One. There Weren't Any High School Bands at the Airport When I Showed up down at Cortez, and The Rac Members Were Terrific. They Didn't Take a Position. But They Didn't Have To. What They Did Was Get in and Get Their Hands on this and Get Everybody Involved and Talk and Listen and Walk the Landscape And Work Issues and That Was 100 Times Better an Piece of Paper In the Mail Saying We Support What You're Doing. They Actually Engaged the Community. It Was a Tremendous Effort. I'm Not Going to Spend 20 Minutes Talking Just about This, But I Do Want to Raise One More And this Is Steen's Mountain in Oregon. That One Came about as Legislation and I Think It's Something That You Can Think About in the That Future as These Issues Develop. There's Room for Legislate Nation These Areas and the Reason That One Is So Important Is Because the Ranchers on the Mountain Were Really the Driving Force in the Legislative Deal That Was Arranged, and Hit a Lot Of Interesting Things in It, Because There Were a Bunch of Tradeoffs, Some Really Interesting Land Exchanges. People Thought Deeply about the Mountain Landscape, about What Parts of it Could Be Wilderness As a Result of the Wilderness Study Areas. Some of the Really Fragile Areas Up Top Where Probably Grazing ‑‑ Their Decision Grazing Should Be Withdrawn. And Then Alongside That, a Reconfiguration of the Lower Elevation Lands with a Massive Set of Land Exchanges Which the Ranchers Viewed as Very Much in Their Interests. So We Came out of it with a Working Landscape, I Think a Renewed and Deeper Commitment to The Importance of the Ranching Economy in Burns and Those Local Communities and a Result Which Environmental and Conservation Terms People Were Really Proud Of. So Think of Those Things. Most of All, What I Really Want To Say Is I Really Appreciate The Help of the Racs That Were Involved in Those And, Indeed, Many of the Other Ones Around The West. Just a Word about Land Exchanges Comes to Mind. We've Had an Interesting Experiment in Southern Nevada For the Last Three or Four Years Where Congress Finally Authorized the Bureau of Land Management to Sell Land in the Urban Development Path of Las Vegas and to Retain the Proceeds, to Keep Them in Nevada So That Sensitive Environmental Lands, Particularly up in the Lake Tahoe Area and in the Riparian Areas in Nevada Could Be Purchased to Help Habitat Conservation Plans and Other Projects. It's Worked Spectacularly Well. Now, the Proof of That Is That Congress Just in the Last Several Months Has Now Authorized That Approach for All Of the Western States, and I Would Encourage You to Get Folks In to Brief You about That and Start Looking at the Land Tenure Patterns and Asking, You Know, "Where Are the Areas Where BLM Lands Will Eventually Go into Some Other Kind of Ownership Either Because They're Outliers In Masses of Private Land or Because They Are Necessary for Development in Expanding Urban Areas." I Don't Think That this Will or Should Lead to Any Kind of Massive Kind of Huge Kind of I Had Logically Driven Attempt to Sort of Recreate the Landscape. My Advice, and I'm Going to Be Cautious with Advice, Because in Exactly 45 Days My Advice Will Be Just as Useful or Worthless As Words from Any Other Citizen Of the West. But for What It's Worth, Think Of Those in Kind of Incremental Terms. Begin Looking Around Your Areas And Thinking, "How Do We, in Small Kind of Steps, Move Toward Land Tenure Patterns?" Because We Now Have the Tools to Do It, Where Lands Are Sold, Sold to Highest Bidders and the Money Stays and Can Be Reinvested on the Other Side of The Ledger. Lastly, I Want to Say a Word About the Fire Summer of 2000. I Don't Need to Tell You What Happened, Because You're All Aware of It. Certainly the Worst Fire Summer In My Tenure and Probably Overall the Worst One since 1910. As We Work out Way out of That And it Was a Tremendous Effort By the BLM, All the Land Management Agencies, the Local Communities Across the West, and We Lost 6 Million Acres of Land, But the Extraordinary Thing Is That We Did Not Lose Lives. There Were a Few Lives Lost in Aviation Accidents. There Was a Lightning Strike on A Mountainside on a Fire Line in Utah. A Pumper Crew, I Think, Lost up Outside Thermopolis from Oklahoma, but During the Summer There Are 25,000 People out There and it Was a Remarkable Safety Record, and Most Structures Were Protected, All Communities, with the Exception Of Los Alamos, Which Is Another Story, Came Through. A Really Remarkable Tribute to Land Management Agencies. Now, That Said, the Lesson of The Summer Is We've Got a Big Problem Throughout, a Big Problem! The Forests Are in Desperate Shape for the Reasons That You All, I Think, Are Well Aware Of. Ironically, as a Result of 100 Years of Fire Suppression and to Some Degree as a Result of Grazing Practices, Fire Has Disappeared from the Forests, The Forests Have Gotten Thicker, The Buildup of Fuel Has Continued and We Now Have These Explosive Fires and We're Going To Have to Do Something about It. Now, We Have the Same Problem on The Ranges. Nevada in the Summer of 1999, And the Issue There, of Course, Was That We've Got an Exotic Invader Problem, Essentially the Sagebrush Lands Which Did Not Carry Fire Very Well in Their Natural State All of a Sudden Have this Huge Invasion of Cheek Grass Which Carries Fire like Crazy. You Start Getting Multiple Fires On the Landscape and Soon the Sage Bush Is Gone and the Bunch Grass Is Gone and You Have a Great Vast Reddish Plain of Cheek Grass. Those Preliminaries Are by Way Of Saying at Least I Think There's a Recognition That We've Got to Get Serious about These Issues, and That's the Reason That Congress the Second Week in September Appropriated a Billion Dollars to the Land Management Agencies to Begin Forest Restoration in Communities That Are Especially Threatened by Fire in the West to See If We Can Get a Mixture of Thinning And Prescribed Fire as a Way of Kind of Lowering the Fire Hazard. And to Begin Restoration in the Rangelands in the Great Basin' And Elsewhere. The Restoration Ecology of Rangelands Is a Lot More Complicated than Forests. I Think We Understand, at Least How to Do it If Not How it Is We're Going to Do Witness Limited Resources. The Great Basin Issues Are a Lot More Complicated and I Think That the Rangeland Issues in All Of Your Communities Need a Lot More Attention. The Important Thing Is That the Congress Has Recognized this Issue, and the Money Is Now Available. Now, That Money Is Going to Be Moving Outward to the States Through the Forest Service, the BLM and the Other Agencies and We've Made a Commitment and It's Reflected in the Legislation, to Community‑based Restoration Programs Involving, in Many Cases, a Fair Amount of Employment Opportunities in Local Communities. I Would Just Urge the Racs to Really Be Proactive on this One. This Is a Program Which Is Here To Stay. Congress Has Finally Responded. It's Going to Be Pushed down to The Community Level, and it Just Is Waiting for Local Leadership. That, of Course, Brings up Our Relationship with the Forest Service. We've Got Some States Where Some Really Fabulous Things Are Going On. It's Really, I Think, One of the Best Things That Happened During My Tenure, Is That Jack Ward Tom Us and Then Mike Dombeck at the Forest Service Really Worked Right Across with Us at the Top, And it Was Finally Reflected, Particularly in Oregon, Washington, but in Some Other Places. In a Kind of New Kind of Way, Looking Across the Landscape. I Don't Know, I Think the Day Will Come Eventually with the Rac Idea Will Find its Way in Some Form Across Jurisdictional Boundaries. I Don't Know Exactly How, but I Think It's Appropriate. I Think We Can Learn from the Way It's Being Done in Oregon And Other States. But in the Meantime, on this Fire Issue, There's No Way We Can Keep the Community Solutions To this One Within Jurisdictional Lines. We've Got to Look Across the Landscape. So I Would Urge All of You on Forest Restoration and Fire Management to Start off with the Attitude in Your Districts and States That this Is Not Just a BLM Deal. You Are a Stakeholder Group Which Wants to Look at How this Restoration Effort Is Going to Begin. In Every Community in Your State. And I Think You Will Be Met Not Negatively from the Other Federal Agency, but I Think Quite Positively. I Would Very Much Encourage You To Do That. Well, There's Lots to Talk About, but We're Now past the Half Hour, and I Think What Would Really Make the Most Sense Is Just to Take Some Calls and I Will Try to Avoid What I Think Is an Inevitable Tendency When You're Doing Your Swan Song and Saying Good‑bye to Sort of Turn Every Question into a Lengthy Response. Let's See If We Can Work Through Some and I'll Be Eager to Hear What You Have to Say.  

    Tony Garrett: Thank You, Mr. Secretary. We Do Want to Give the Resource Advisory Councils Now an Opportunity to Raise Issues or Concerns That Are Important to You. Give Us a Call or Send Us a Fax At the Telephone Numbers Posted At Your Downlink Sites and Appearing on Your Screen and We'll Take as Many Questions as We Can in the Time Remaining for The Broadcast. While We're Waiting for That First Call, We Do Want to Note That the Rac Process this Year Had the Distinction of Being a Semi Finalist in the John F. Kennedy School of Government's Very Prestigious Innovations in American Government Awards Programs. That's a Great Tribute to You, Mr. Secretary and to All the People Who Have Been Involved in The Racs over the Years. You Actually Began Laying the Groundwork for the Councils in 1993. Is this Process Where You Expected it to Be Now Roughly Eight Years Later?  

      Secretary Babbitt: Yeah, I Think So. We Really Didn't Have a Lot of Models for How to Encourage Participation. There Have Been a Whole Variety Of Them in the Past, but They Were, You Know, Sector Specific. The past Efforts, I Think, Had Tended to Be, We'll Have a Grazing Committee Made up of Ranchers. We Will Have a Single‑shot Recreation Advisory Group Made Up of Recreational Users. And the Other Way I Think Was That There Was ‑‑ There Have Been in the past Efforts to Say We Will Have National Advisory Committees. Now, I Was Certain That That Was Not a Good Idea Because You Got To Get this Stuff out Site Specific. I Mean, If I've Learned Anything In Eight Years, the Way We Find Solutions Is by Looking at Site‑specific Issues, and the More We Can Push this Process Down Toward Communities, the Better. Now, I Think the Model Is Correct. People Say, Is it Going to ‑‑ What's Going to Happen in the Future? Well, the Answer Is I Don't Have The Faintest Idea. But If a Concept Is Good, it Will Take Care of Itself. I Think We Got the Concept Right Here, and If You Folks out There Keep Engaged and Remember the Importance of Outreach and Diversity by Making Certain That In Your Interactions with the BLM, with the Governor's Office, With Local Officials That You Resist the Temptation to Kind of Drift into a Comfortable Circle Of Folks That You See Every Day And Who Have ‑‑ Exactly Similar Concerns, You Got to Always Be Saying Now, Are We Really Recruiting and Involving People Who Represent Constituencies That, You Know, May at Times, You Know, Kind of Get on Our Nerves a Bit but Who Are Essential to Making Progress out There on the Land?  

    Tony Garrett: Let's Go to the Telephones Now and We Have John On the Line from Baker City Oregon. Good Morning, John.  

    Caller: Good Morning. Certainly Appreciate the Opportunity to Visit with You. Our Rac Met Earlier this Week, And as We Thought about this Teleconference, Main Point We Wanted to Express, the Secretary Has Already Said, Is the Collaboration with the Forest Service and BLM Here in this Part of Oregon. And Southeast Washington and a Little Bit of Idaho, Actually. We Feel That's Been the Most Important Success of this Particular Rac, Being Able to Sit down with up to Four Forest Supervisors and Two BLM District Managers and Various Area Managers as Well as We Go Through Some of the Difficulties And Issues That We've Been Dealing With. So Don't Really Have a Question. Just Wanted to Make That Comment. And Appreciate the Opportunity.  

      Secretary Babbitt: I'm Really Pleased at What's Going on in Oregon. I Think It's Absolutely the Right Way to Go in the Future And I Think What I Would Offer To Those of You Who Are Thinking About this Is, Rather Than, You Know, Getting into a Sort of Abstractive Discussion of Should We or Should We Not Expand, Merge, Consolidate and What Would it Mean in Terms Who Have Does What, How Appointments Are Distributed, All of That, the Best Way to Do These Things Is To Go out and Find Your Local Forest Supervisor, and Even at The Forest District Level, and Invite People Who Are Wearing a Green Uniform to Come in and Talk to You about Things. I Think a Lot of Times You Have A Good Chance it Will Kind of Grow out of That.  

    Tony Garrett: John, Thanks for Calling.  

    Caller: Thank You.  

    Tony Garrett: Let's Go to Andrea in Montrose, Colorado. Good Morning, Andrea.  

    Caller: Good Morning.  

    Tony Garrett: Do You Have a Question for the Secretary?  

    Caller: I Do. I'm Interested in How You See The Racs Actually Having a Role In Working with this New Money That's Coming in for the Fire Control.  

      Secretary Babbitt: Andrea, That's a Good Question. I Think It's Worth Elaborating a Little Bit. Here Is What ‑‑ Look, this Is Brand‑new. It's Really Incredible. We Go up on Behalf of BLM's Budget and Beg for a Few Hundred Thousand Dollars Here or a Few Hundred Thousand Dollars There Every Year and All of a Sudden Here in September a Billion Dollars Falls out of the Sky. Now, We're Just Trying to Catch Up in Terms of How it Works. But I Think I Can Take You this Far ‑‑ We Have Worked with the Governors and Brought Them into the Process And Said It's the Intent of Congress That this Money, Which Isn't Going to Go All That Far, Because this Is Expensive Stuff, If You're Doing Restoration or Reseeding or Rehab or Thinning Or Whatever, You're Talking About Several Hundreds of Dollars an Acre. So the First Thing to Do Is Set Priorities, and You've Got to Turn to the Governor's Office in Your State and Get Their Folks, Get the Attention of Those People, Because Within Each State, They Are Going to Have a Large Role with the Forest Service and BLM of Saying, "What Are the Priority Areas?" Colorado Is an Interesting Example Because There's Been a Lot of Work Done in the Governor's Office and by Neal Samson and His Organization in Washington at Doing These Gis‑based Hazard Analyses, and The Governor Is Going to Have a Big Role in That. Now, Somewhere out There the Priorities Will Gradually Kind Of Emerge, and at That Point the Local Communities Are Going to Be Deeply Involved. I Think I Was Set up with this Question. Here I Got Somebody from Colorado, Which Is Leading on The Priority Thing and Now I Realize I Have Just Been Set up By a Rac Member from Montrose, Because You Folks Are Already Into That with Your Supervisors, With Your County Commissioners At the Local Level in Those Forest Restoration Programs That Are Going On. That's Exactly the Way It's Going to Continue to Happen. I Think That the County Commissioners and Communities in Some Combination Are Going to Be Helping to Define Exactly What a Program Looks like on the Ground. So My Advice to You Is, Start Looking up to the State Level And down to the ‑‑ and Outward To the County Commissioners.  

    Tony Garrett: Andrea, Thanks For Calling this Morning. Let's Go to William in Albuquerque. Good Morning, William.  

    Caller: Good Morning.  

    Tony Garrett: Your Question for The Secretary?  

    Caller: Yes, I Would like to Say I'm Very Pleased with Your Comments Regarding Managing BLM Lands for Ecological Values and When We Look at the Statistics Here in the West, the Areas Designated as Open Are from 1% BLM Lands Open to Ohv Use up to You Are% Open, and I ‑‑ up to 804% Open, and I Wonder If Your Guidelines Which Will Come out Soon Will Include Guidelines for Us Here in the Racs and the States Would That More Carefully Delineate What We Could Consider Open and Closed? Because it Seems to Me in Terms Of Management of These Values For Ecological Considerations, We Need to Look at That Carefully in Terms of What We Allow to Be Open and What We Allow to Be Closed and the Criteria We Use to Do That and That Would Include Things like Signage, Closed Unless Considered Open or Posted Open, Which Would, I Believe, Alleviate a Lot of the Costs Associated with Repeatedly Planting Signs. Further More, I Wonder If You Have Also Considered the Question of Additional Funds to Police Those Areas of Ohv Use That We Ultimately Decide Are Appropriate.  

      Secretary Babbitt: Ok, I've Not Really Looked in a Lot of Detail At the Guidelines. I'm General Familiar with Them. I Think That You're Going to Find They're Criteria Based. You Use the Word "Criteria." You're Going to Find a Lot of Guidance in Those Guidelines. This Issue That You Relate to of How it Is We Interact with the Public and User Groups and How Much We Need for Personnel, I Think You're Going to Have to Pay a Lot of Attention to That. A Lot of the Anger over These Issues Comes from Our Historic Inability to Make Our Case and To Persuade People of the Logic Of this and Then to Say There Are These Areas, You Don't Have Wide‑open Access. There Are Areas Where Existing Roads Are, You Know, Remain Wide Open for Use and Indeed There Are Some So‑called Sacrifice Areas That Can Be Appropriately Be Considered. But the Amount of Community Outreach Is Something You Folks Really Got to Work On. I Think a Vast Majority of People Will Support This. This Isn't, after All, About, You Know, Closing down the Economy. It's about Persuading People That They Regulate Their Freedom In a Way That Increases Freedom For Everyone. The Enforcement, We've Not Had Adequate Resources for Enforcement. Bottom Line Is You've Got to Do Community Outreach ‑‑ First of All, You Have to Have Criteria, Make it Clear. Community Outreach. Explain. Get the Responsible User Groups In. And We Got to Have Additional Increment of Enforcement. These Things Fall Apart When People See the One Half of One Percent Who Aren't Following the Rules and Then Getting Away with It. So It's Going to Be a Big Task And I Appreciate Your Interest.  

    Caller: Thank You.  

    Tony Garrett: Thanks for Calling, William. We Do Have a Lot of Calls on Hold. We're Getting Some Faxes In. We Want to Assure You We'll Get To as Many of Your Calls and Comments as We Possibly Can. The Secretary's Sedge Annual Permitting. Next I Think We Want to Go to Jim up in Montana Where the Secretary Was Just Yesterday. Good Morning, Jim.  

    Caller: Hello. How Are You?  

    Tony Garrett: Fine.  

      Secretary Babbitt: Good to Hear From You, Jim.  

    Caller: I'm Jim Mcdermond With the Central Montana Rac and Appreciate Your Comments, Secretary Babbitt, How That We Did Work Very Hard in Engaging The Public in Our Decisions on The Wild and Scenic and Our Recommendations That We Mailed To You and Although We Did Not Receive ‑‑ or We Did Not Make a Recommendation Regarding Monument Status, We Did Offer You Several Recommendations. I Guess All I'm Asking You Is That I'm Urging You to Follow up On That. Your Reply to Us, to Our Recommendations, Had One Thing Specific That I Would like to Read Back That Was in Our Report To You, and Then You, in Turn, Were ‑‑ You Were Absolutely Correct When You Said And, Quote, Overuse of this Valuable Resource by Visitors Can Have an Adverse Impact on the Area's Outstanding Wild Character. Such Overuse Would Result in the Loss of the Very Qualities and Experiences That People Seek, And I'm Just Asking You and Urging You in Whatever Management Decision That You Make That That Be Emphasized.  

      Secretary Babbitt: I Appreciate That. I'll Give You a Specific Response. It's Going to Be a Big Question Up There and I Would Translate It by Saying, You Know, at What Point Do You Limit River Traffic, That Is, Recreational Traffic on a River Corridor and How Do You Manage it below Those Limits So That You Don't Screw Up the Landscape. I'll Give You an Answer, Because Obviously I Do Want to Reach Some Kind of Closure on Missouri Breaks Before We Leave.  

    Tony Garrett: Let's Go to One Of the Faxes Now and this Came In from the California State Office. What's the Status of Legislation For the Carrizo Plain Natural Area and We Have Had Some Other Questions from Some of the of The Rac Members and BLM Staff About Other Specific Designations, Mott Breaks, the Bruno Canyonlands. Any on Carisso Plains  

      Secretary Babbitt: We Have Been Working That. There Is Legislation in Congress, and I Think ‑‑ I Haven't Given Up. I Realize Congress Isn't Going To Be Around Much Longer and They Are Obviously Preoccupied But We're Continuing to Talk With the Staffs of Congressman Bill Tom Us and Lois Capps. The Longer I Reflect on the Carrizo Plain the More Certain I Am There Is Really a Strong Case For Action There. They're Hanging Fire Right Now. There Aren't That Many. Bear in Mind That I've Said for Two Years, Everywhere I Have Been in the West, There Are Going to Be No Surprises. If Something Is on My Mind I Am Going to Be Standing on That Landscape Talking to You. I'm Not Going to Step Away from That, Because I Think It's Been An Ingredient in Our Ability to Work These Things Together. So What's Hanging Fire Right Now? The Two Areas in Montana That We've Talked About, the Carrizo Plain, in California, an Area in The Virgin Islands. That's a Little Outside Today's Talk but a Very Important Coral Reef Landscape down in the Virgin Islands. I Think That's ‑‑ and I'll Be Down on the Goldwater Range in Arizona this Afternoon Looking At an Issue There. That's What's on the Plate Right Now. That's It. And I Hope We Can Close Those Out in a Good, Workable Way.  

    Tony Garrett: All Right. Let's Go Back to the Phones and Speak with Glen in Phoenix. Good Morning, Glen.  

    Caller: Good Morning.  

    Tony Garrett: Your Question for The Secretary.  

    Caller: this National Landscape Conservation System Has Been a Great Way to Give Protection to Special Areas and To Help Focus Public Support for Keeping Them in Public Ownership And Properly Managed. But These Special Areas Are Sort Of the Jewels in the Crown, So To Speak, of All the BLM Lands. This Would Be an Opportunity for You and the President to Establish a National Public Land System on the BLM Lands. Is this a Possibility? And I Would like to Encourage You to Consider It.  

      Secretary Babbitt: I Think with 45 Days Remaining, I'm Actually Kind of Trying to Move Toward Closing Things Out. What I'd like to Leave with Is This ‑‑ The Monuments under the Antiquities Act, the Legislative Monuments Such as Santa Rosa, The National Conservation Areas, Steen's I Think Goes by a Slightly Different Name and Maybe One or Two Others Do, That We View These as a Sort of Special Landscape System. I Don't Think ‑‑ I Don't Think a Label Is Important as Sort of The Kind of the Way We Manage Them and the Way We Think of Them as a Special Category. That's Why I've Used ‑‑ and BLM Has Used National Landscape Conservation System. And If We Can Sort of Make That Concept ‑‑ Breathe Some Life Into it and Operate Them Accordingly with a Common Set of Understandings, I'll Be Very Happy to Turn the Lights off on January 21st with That Done.  

    Tony Garrett: All Right. Another Question That Came in by Fax from Idaho Falls. This Is One You Had Before, but It's Still Something of Interest To BLMers at Least. What's Your Opinion of the Potential for Consolidating BLM And the Forest Service into a Single Agency?  

      Secretary Babbitt: When I Came Here Ate Years Ago, I Sort of Said Publicly and Privately, I'm Not Going to Quarrel, I'm Not Going to Get into a Quarrel with The Forest Service about Moving Boxes Around. I Think That How We're Working Together on the Land Is a Lot More Important. I Don't Know Whether There Will Ever Be a Consolidation. I'm Not Even Certain Whether it Would Be a Particularly Good Idea, Actually. A Little Bit of Competition ‑‑ I'm a Little More Alert Because I Got to Deal with a Mike Dombeck and Glickman and When We Have the Fire Issues, There Is Sort of an Edge of Competition That I Think Is Pretty Good. So I Guess Only the Future Will Tell. I'm Not a Big You Proponent One Way or the Other. I Don't Think It's the Major Issue. If You Guys Get Together on the Landscape, the Rest of it ‑‑ History Will Decide What the Direction Is.  

    Tony Garrett: All Right. Some Excellent Questions from Our Viewers. You've Added a Lot to the Broadcast and We Appreciate Your Being Part of the Program. Before We Close, Mr. Secretary, Any Final Thoughts for Our Audience?  

      Secretary Babbitt: Well, I'll Kind of Close with Where I Started. First, Again, I Am Really Grateful. It's Been a Lot of Fun. I Have Enjoyed Working with All Of You. You Have Taught Me an Awful Lot. Keep Going. Don't Worry Too Much about Who's Next, What Happens. This Is a Concept I Think That's Got Legs. It's Rooted. And I Think it Will Unfold and Continuing in the Right Direction as Long as All of You Stay with It, Remember the Need To Kind of Be Not Closing the Circle but Widening it and Look Across These Landscapes, Think About Them, Talk about Them, You Know, It's ‑‑ I Just Think It's The Most Wonderful Thing We Can Be Doing out West, and Stay with It and I'll Be Back Kind of Quietly Passing Through Town Kind of Watching and Taking a Lot of Pride and Gratitude out Of the Shared Experience We've Had. Thanks a Lot.  

    Tony Garrett: All Right, Thank You for Being with Us. I Know I Speak for Lot of People In BLM and People Around Country, Really, in Saluting for The Leadership and Vision You've Brought to the Department of the Interior and We Want to Wish You The Best for the Future.  

      Secretary Babbitt: Tony, Thanks A Lot.  

    Tony Garrett: Thank You. Thanks Also to Our Resource Advisory Council Members for Being with Us Today, for Your Commitment to Public Service, And to Good Stewardship of the Public Lands, and That Applies As Well to Our BLM Staff. Thanks for Watching. I'm See You on a Future Broadcast. Until Then, So Long from the National Training Center in Phoenix.  

    Announcer: this Broadcast Has Been a Production of the BLM National Training Center.

