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• Closed vs. Open-Loop Pumped Storage 
• Licensed Pumped Storage Projects 
• Trends in Proposed Pumped Storage Projects 
• Web Resources 

Planned Agenda  



• Many of the recently-proposed pumped 
storage projects can be classified as using a 
closed-loop system.  We define: 
• Closed-loop pumped storage as projects that are 

not continuously connected to a naturally-flowing 
water feature; and 

• Open-loop pumped storage as projects that are 
continuously connected to a naturally-flowing 
water feature. 

Closed vs. Open-Loop 



 



 



 



 

Preliminary Permit Application Trends for Open- and   
Closed-Loop Pumped Storage Projects
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Questions? 



Web Resources         WWW.FERC.GOV  

Licensing Webpage 
• Overview of licensing program, summary of issued licenses/permits, and 

links to guidance handbooks. 

eLibrary 
• Searchable database of all issuances and filings at the Commission (public 

record) allows applicants and stakeholders online access to them.  

eSubscription 
• Enables applicants and stakeholders to receive email notifications of all 

issuances/filings related to a proceeding, with direct links to them. 

eFiling 
• Provides ability for applicants and stakeholders to file documents on a 

proceeding electronically. 

http://www.ferc.gov/�
http://www.ferc.gov/industries/hydropower/gen-info/licensing.asp�
http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgensearch.asp�
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/esubscription.asp�
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp�


Sample Email Notification 

eSubscription  

http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?accession_num=20120910-5203�


Questions? 
Emily Carter 

Hydropower Outreach Coordinator 

202-502-6512 

Emily.Carter@ferc.gov 

Brandon Cherry 

Pumped Storage Team Lead 

202-502-8328 

Brandon.Cherry@ferc.gov 
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