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******Confidential Information******
Subject:   Listing of Significant Caves

Authorities:  The Federal Caves Resources Protection Act of 1988 (16 U.S.C. 4301-4309) directs the Secretary of the Interior to prepare and maintain a listing of significant caves.  The criteria for listing of significant caves is in 43 code of Federal Regulations part 37.11 (c).

Finding/Decision:  After careful review of the cave resources in the Carlsbad Resource Area, it has been determined that the following caves meet one or more of the significant cave criteria listed in 43 CFR, Part 37.11(c). These caves are hereby officially listed as significant caves.

    Cave Name BLM-NM-060  Cave number  Criteria1 Met (B)__ (C) _(G,P)    (H)   (R)      (E,S)                                              
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     Barbed Wire
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     Batman
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     Berry Tree
141
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x

As prescribed in 43 CFR, Part 37.11 (g) this decision is not subject to further administrative appeal.

__________________________________                   _____________

Area Manager                                                                Date



____________________

1 See listing of Significants Criteria attached
Significant Cave Criteria

(43 CFR Part 37.ll(c))

1. Biota:  The cave provides seasonal or yearlong habitat for organisms or animals or contains species or subspecies of flora or fauna native to caves, or are sensitive to disruption, or are found on State or Federal sensitive, threatened, or endangered species lists.  

2. Cultural:  The cave contains historic properties or archaeological resources or other features that are included in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places because of its research importance for history or prehistory, its historical associations, or other historical or traditional significance.

3. Geologic/Mineralogic/Paleontologic:  The cave possesses one or more of the following features: (1) Geologic or mineralogic features that are fragile, or that exhibit interesting formation processes, or that are otherwise useful for study;  (2)  Deposits of sediments or features useful for evaluating past events;  (3)  Paleontological resources with potential to contribute useful educational and scientific information.

4. Hydrologic:  The cave is a part of a hydrologic system or contains water that is important to humans, biota, or development of cave resources.

5. Recreational:  The cave provides or could provide recreational opportunities or scenic values.

6.  Educational or Scientific:  The cave offers opportunities for educational or scientific use; or, the cave is virtually in a pristine state, lacking evidence of contemporary human disturbance or impact; or, the length, volume, total depth, pit depth, height, or similar measurements are notable.

