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Interpretation and Trail 
Management

Session Objectives
• Identify what interpretation is and how it 

differs from other forms of communicationdiffers from other forms of communication
• Identify some of the various methods of 

interpretation that can be used to 
communicate your message

• Discuss how interpretation can be used to scuss o e p e a o ca be used o
achieve your trail management goals and 
objectives
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What is Interpretation?

CommunicationCommunication
Information
Education
Provocation
Making connectionsMaking connections

Why do we Interpret?
Enrich the visitor experience
Help people develop a connection with theHelp people develop a connection with the 

resource
Support management’s Goals of Land 

protection and utilization
Encourage stewardship behaviorsg p
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Enrich the visitor experience and 
make a connection with the resource

Interpretive panels
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Trail guides

Interpreter led walk
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Trail design

Resource protection and 
land stewardship
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Meeting resource management goals
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Trail hazards and warnings
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Trail Closures

Trail Etiquette



7/9/2008

matching programs to standards 9

The impacts of new trail projects

Interpretive panels that identify the 
need and value of the project
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Print media trail maps and visitor guides

Internet
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Meeting with stakeholders or user 
groups and teaching trail design 

Holding user conflict 
resolution & trail 
etiquette workshopsq p
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Developing user assistance units

Consider 
your 

messagemessage
at each  
stage
of theof the 

process
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“through interpretation -
understanding,g,

through understanding
- appreciation,

through appreciationthrough appreciation
- protection.”


