






PREFACE 

 
The Administrative and Legal Source Materials Workbook has been revised.  The 

workbook is written for land law examiners, realty specialists, and other government 

employees that do not have a legal background, but who often work with or are exposed 

to the law in their work.  It was adapted from a 1982 Bureau of Land Management 

publication, Finding the Law:  A Workbook on Legal Research for Layperson, written by 

Al Coco, Professor of Law/Librarianship and Law Librarian and Director of the Master 

of Law Librarianship Program at the University of Denver College of Law.  This revision 

was made at the Bureau of Land Management’s National Training Center. 

 

Finding the Law was originally prepared for a different primary audience – cadastral 

surveyors – than the original Administrative and Legal Source Materials Workbook, and 

some of the materials and organization of the two workbooks differed.  Finding the Law 

presented extensive information of civil case precedent and the use of civil law finding 

tools.  More directed toward land law examiners, the Administrative and Legal Source 

Materials Workbook included expanded coverage of internal administrative and Interior 

Board of Land Appeals materials. 

 

The revised Administrative and Legal Source Materials Workbook contains much of the 

same information as in the original workbook.  The format is different and the 

information has been updated to reflect the changes in legal research due to ever 

increasing use of the internet and the Bureau’s record automation efforts. 

 

Completing this workbook is a prerequisite to the Basic Lands and Minerals Adjudication 

courses.  The illustrations and definitions should help readers better understand the legal 

process and legal publications.  To further help the reader, exercises are included at the 

end of Sections 2 through 5. 
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STATUTORY LAW 
 

Review Exercise 1 – Answers 
 
 
(Page references are to source of questions and answers in workbook) 
 
1.  False…………………………………………………………………….. pages 16, 17 
 
2.  Slip Law ………………………………………………..……………….. page 13 
 
3.  False ………………………………………………………   …….……. page 14, 16 
 
4.  Act …………………………………………………………………….…. page 11 
 
5.  43 U.S.C. 156 (1982) ………………………..………See example on page 23 
 
6.  United States Code Annotated    …………………..   ………………. page 24 
 
7.  In relation to statutory sets, “annotation” means a classified arrangement 
      of summaries from cases that interpret the set…… …………..  page 23 
 
8.  Supplements; pocket parts   …………………………………………. page 26 
 
9.  Revised Statutes of 1875 …………………………………………….. page 14 
 
10. True ……………………………………………………………………. page 21 
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Final Exercise 
 
1.  Your office is having problems with local ranchers building temporary fences on BLM lands 
leased for cattle grazing.  Your supervisor has asked you to find the Federal Statute that 
covers such enclosures on public lands.  She recalls hearing about such a statute called “the 
fencing law” or some such title. 
 

(a)  Write the citation to this law. 
 
 

(b)  Explain where you found the citation. 
 
 
2.  You are surveying on BLM lands in Colorado during elk season.  A hunting party threatens 
you and your crew with bodily harm if you continue with the survey.  What type of Federal 
protection are you and the crew entitled? 
 

(a)  Cite the appropriate Federal statute 
 
 
(b)  Explain how you found it. 
 
 

3.  What do the following abbreviations mean? 
 

(a)  OHA 
 
(b)  9th Cir. 
 
(c)  LSA 
 
(d)  IBLA 
 

 
4.  (a)  Write the definition of “surface coal mining operation” found in Title 43 of the CFR. 
 
 
     (b)  Provide the CFR citation and explain how you found the answer. 
 
 
 
5.  Locate IBLA 2002-187 and answer the following questions. 
 

(a)   What kind of action is being appealed? 
 

(b)  Where are the regulations pertaining to this type of case found? 
 

(c) Were these regulations affected by any documents published in the Federal Register 
in 2002 or 2003? 



 
6.  In 43 CFR, locate the table “Alphabetical List of Agencies Appearing in the CFR.” Find the 
CFR title, subtitle, or chapter number for the Office of Energy.  Give the CFR citation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  You have the following information about a Federal law that has been codified and 
published in the U.S. Code:  Enacted September 25, 1985 as Public Law 99-96. 
 

(a)  Find and list the U.S. Code citation and explain the procedure you used to locate it. 
 
 
(b)  What is the subject covered by the statute you found in the U.S. Code? 
 
 
(c) What is the U.S. Statutes at Large citation in this public law?  Where did you find the 

citation? 
 
8.  Find regulation 43 CFR 2742.1 – Land Subject to Disposition (Subpart 2742 – Recreation 

and Public Purposes Act:  Omitted Land and Unsurveyed Islands). 
 
(a)  What is the original regulatory source and date of this regulation? 
 
 
(b)   Under what provisions may omitted lands and unsurveyed islands be conveyed to 
State and other local political subdivisions? 
 

 
True or False 
 
9.  Every regulation and notice published in the Federal Register will eventually be reprinted 

in the Code of Federal Regulations.          True______ or False______ 
 
10. Slip laws are published by the Government Printing Office and issued in chronological 

order by date of enactment.  True ______ or False ______ 
 

11.  The United States Code has been officially published by the Government Printing Office 
 since 1976.  A revised edition of the set is published every three years. 
 True _____or False ____ 
 
12.  Instruction Memoranda (IM) and Instruction Bulletins (IB) are effective for 12 months.  
 True _____or False_____ 
 
13.  The U.S. Supreme Court is highly selective in determining which appeals it will review   
 from U.S. District Courts.              True_____ or False ______ 
 
14.  If a Solicitor’s Memorandum “M” Opinion is published, you always cite the published 
 source.   True _____ or False _____ 
 



Final Exercise Answers 
 
Note:  There are different ways to find the popular name of a statute. 
 
1.  (a)  U.S. C. (2000 edition, volume 25) 

43 U.S.C. §1061-1066 (2000) 
     (b)  U.S.C.A. Index  –  43 (Public Lands) 

 Table of Contents (Chapter and volume containing §§) Page number 

 Popular Name Acts (Table) cited by popular name, Fencing Act (Public Lands) – 
Section 1061-1066 chapter 25 §1061-1066 (page 270) 

  U.S.C.. Index  –  43 (Public Lands) 

 Popular Name Acts (Table) Fencing Act (Public Lands) – Section 1061-1066 chapter 
25 §1061-1066  

  
2.  (a)  43 U.S.C .§774 
 Protection of surveyor by marshal 
 
     (b) 43 U.S.C.A. Index 
 Tables of titles and chapters 

Protection of surveyor by marshal 
 Section 774 page 648 
 Or 
 U.S.C. General Index S-Z (1982 edition, Vol. 25) 
 Surveyors 
  Deputies 
   Marshall required to protect, 43 U.S.C. §774 
 Or 
 United States Marshalls 
  Surveyor, duty to protect, 43 U.S.C. §774 
 
3. (a)  Office of Hearings and Appeals 

 
     (b)  U.S. District Court of Appeals for the Ninth Judicial Circuit 9th Cir. 

 
 (c)  List of CFR Sections affected  
 
 (d)  Interior Board of Land Appeals 



 
4.  (a)  Surface coal mining operations means activities conducted on the surface of lands in 

connection with a surface coal mine or surface operations and surface impacts incident 
to an underground mine, as defined in section 701(28) of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act (30 U.S.C. 1291(28)). 

 
 (b) 43 CFR 3400-0.5(mm)(2007) 

Look in index under Coal Management Part 3400  
Subpart –Introduction:  General 
Subpart 3400.0-5 Definitions 

 Or 
       General Introductions include (4) The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977, August 3, 1977 (30 U.S.C 1201 et.seq) 
You may consult the Popular Name Table in the U.S.C. or U.S. C.A. 
 Or 
Look for “surface coal mining operations” in the General Index of the U.S.C. or U.S.C.A.  The 
definition is found at 30 U.S.C. §1291 (28) (2000) 
 
5. (a) An Alaska Native Veteran Allotment application (AA-83320) 
    (b) The regulations pertaining to Alaska Native Veteran allotments can be found in 43 
 CFR 2568. (cited in decision:  43 CFR 2568.90(a)(2) AND 43 CFR 2568.90(a)(3)). 
    (c)  No. According to the CFR, 2007 edition, these regulations were amended at 66 FR 
52547, October 16, 2001. 
 
6. Look under:  Energy, Office of 

 Found in Title 7.XXIX 
      Look at Title 7 – Agriculture 

 XXIX Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, Department of Agriculture  
             (Parts 2900-2999) 

 
Note:  This office is within the Department of Agriculture, not the Department of Energy as 
one may suspect. 
 
7. (a) 43 U.S.C. 1629 

 Using the given Public Law number 99-96, go to the United States Statutes at Large, 
the 99th Congress, session 1, 1985, volume 1 Part 1 – looking under the list of public 
laws, find 99-96 At amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act dated September 
25, 1985 listed on page 460.  U.S. Code citation is noted in the document. 

     (b) Amendment of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
     (c) 99 Stat. 46  
 
8. (a) 44 FR 41794, July 18, 1979, unless otherwise noted.  Redesignated at 50 FR 50301, 

December 10, 1985. 
(b) Under the provisions of Section 211 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 

of 1976 (40 U.S.C. 1721) 



True or False 
 
9. False  Notices will not be reprinted in the Code of Federal Regulations 
 
10. False Slip Laws are published by the Government Printing Office and issued in 

chronological order by public law number 
 
11. False The U.S.C. has been published by the GPO since 1926 and is published every 

six years. 
 
12. False Information bulletin’s (IB’s) have no expiration dates and must be disposed 

of when no longer needed.  IB’s are used to convey information of interest to BLM 
employees. 

 
13. Only decisions issued by a District Court of Appeals can be reviewed by the Supreme 

Court. 
 

14. True 




