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What is it?
• What does HAZCOM stand for?

• Federal Hazard Communication Program

• True or False: HAZCOM and HAZMAT are the 
same program
• FALSE!

• Who governs HAZCOM?
• OSHA in 29 CFR 1910.1200, Hazard Communication

• Ok then, who governs HAZMAT?
• Primarily, the EPA



What is the Purpose of 
HAZCOM?
• Personnel must understand the 

hazards of chemicals they use in 
their work area and how to 
protect themselves



Essential Elements of HAZCOM

1) Written Program
2) Labeling
3) Safety Data Sheets
4) Chemical Inventory
5) Training



Who and What is Covered?
• Ask yourself:

• Do I have any hazardous materials in my section?
• “Consumer Use” products may not be covered

• Labs are covered under a “chemical hygiene plan”



Scenario
• You have received Clorox Hydrogen Peroxide wipes to 

disinfect your area hourly
• This is a new product for you, what do you do first?

A) No big whoop, cleaning stuff is considered consumer use
B) Refuse to use the product
C) Look for the SDS
D) Talk to your supervisor/CDSO about 
how to safely use the product

This would be pushing the limit for “consumer 
use” since you probably don’t do this at home



So what is this “SDS” and where 
do I find it?

• What does SDS Stand for?
• SDS stands for “Safety Data Sheet”
• This changed somewhat in format in 2012 with OSHA’s adoption of 

the Globally Harmonized System, or GHS
• Standardized to a 16-section format

• Where does your workplace keep their SDSs?
• Ask your supervisor or CDSO if you don’t know
• Bonus question: are they up to date?

• How can you get an SDS?
• Should be shipped with the product
• Almost always on the website



So what is this “SDS” and where 
do I find it?

• SDS must match manufacturer/product
• Must be up-to-date, but still match your product
• SDS retention:

• You can use chemical inventory to meet 30-year 
retention requirement



Before going any further, Let’s talk 
“Product Identifier”

OSHA requires a “Product Identifier, that you can 
use to cross-reference label, SDS, and hazardous 
materials list



Now, let’s search for our SDS

Manufacturer website
Hint: I put 
manufacturer and 
product identifier into 
Google to get here



Now, let’s search for our SDS



Yay my SDS! Now, what does it mean? 

Product name/identifier

Recommended uses

Hazard ID/warnings



Emergency information
Ingredients

First aid

In case of a spill…



Handling and PPE

How to use safely!

Required controls



A Quick Word on Controls

• Engineering controls
• Examples?
• Ventilation, process isolation

• Administrative controls
• Examples?
• Work practices, training

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
• Examples?
• Gloves, respirators, aprons, goggles/safety glasses

Name three types of controls:



Compatibility and Toxicology
Compatibility

Toxicology



Disposal

Disposal



Other information
Good to know!

Hey look! 16 Sections!



Am I ready to use my new 
product??

Excited employee!

Slow down there, 
now let’s look at the 
product label.



Labeling
• The 2012 GHS updates brought us some new 

labeling requirements, any guesses?
• Harmonized signal word (“Danger” or “Warning”)
• Pictogram
• Hazard statement for each hazard class and 

category
• Precautionary statements

• Picto-what???
• A pictogram is a standardized symbol that 

represents a hazard 



Can you match the pictogram??
Health hazard: Carcinogen/toxic

Flame: Flammable/self-reacting

Exclamation Mark: irritant/sensitizer

Gas Cylinder: Gas

Corrosion: Skin/eye damage, corrosive

Exploding Bomb: Explosive

Flame Over Circle: Oxidizer

Environment: Aquatic toxicity

Skull and Crossbones: Acute toxicity

Bonus question: What is 
“Acute” vs “Chronic” toxicity? 



Let’s check out 
our label!

Hey look a, 
pictogram!!!



GHS-Compliant Label

Pictograms and signal 
word (from another 
product)

Hazard statement (this 
product is fairly safe 
and does not require 
signal words or 
pictograms)



Quick Check
• What is a “Product Identifier”?

• The name or number used for a hazardous 
chemical on a label or in the SDS

• Same across chemical list, SDS, and label



What else is required on a label?
• Should come from the manufacturer with:

• Product Identifier
• Signal word
• Hazard statement
• Pictogram
• Precautionary statement
• Name, address, phone # of manufacturer, 

importer, or other responsible party



What if something is missing?
• Employer must ensure:

• Label meets all manufacturer 
requirements or;

• Enough information to 
communicate the hazard 

• Product identifier
• Words, pictures, and/or symbols



Quick Check
Question: You found this in your 
workplace, is it necessary to 
print out your own GHS-
compliant label with hazard 
statements, signal words, and 
pictograms?

NO



Labeling requirements for transfer containers
• You would like to transfer some of this into a 

smaller container for use in this machine. What is a 
good choice for a transfer container?

A) Aquafina bottle  

B) Graduated 
cylinder

C) GHS labeled 
squeeze bottle



Labeling requirements for transfer containers

• It depends!

A) Aquafina bottle  

B) Graduated 
cylinder

C) GHS labeled 
squeeze bottle

This solution is 
NEVER ok, as 
someone might 
mistake it for 
drinking water

x



Labeling requirements for transfer containers

• It depends!

A) Aquafina bottle  

B) Graduated 
cylinder

C) GHS labeled 
squeeze bottle

This solution is ok 
as long as it’s for 
immediate use by 
the same person

x



Labeling requirements for transfer containers
• It depends!

A) Aquafina bottle  

B) Graduated 
cylinder

C) GHS labeled 
squeeze bottle

This solution is perfect 
for long-term as well as 
a short-term use 
container that is used 
often

x



Find the SDS for this product!
Quick Check



Exercise

• Using our Gorilla Super Glue SDS:
• What is the product identifier?

• Gorilla Super Glue



Exercise

• Which section would I find information including 
pictograms, hazard statement or Signal Word?  

• This information is found under Section 2: Hazards 
Identification



Exercise

• Do you see a pictogram?  If so, what is it?
• Is there a signal word? If so, what is it?



Exercise

• How does this differ from the product label?  
• Do you see a pictogram and/or a signal word?  

• There is no pictogram
• Is that ok?
• Yes
• Why?
• There is a signal word
• Which is…?
• Warning



Exercise

• What is the hazard statement?
• Does the hazard statement match the pictogram?

• Yes, we expect to see irritation or sensitizer with the 
exclamation mark



Exercise

• You have been asked to provide training in 
your shop for Gorilla Super Glue, what are 
some highlights you should cover?
• Start with the information we already covered, 

to include the pictogram, signal word, and 
hazard statement

• What else would you discuss from Section 2?



Task-Specific Training information on 
the SDS

Precautionary 
Statements



Emergency information

What if I’m exposed?

In case of a spill…

Symptoms



Task-Specific Training information on the 
SDS

Safe handling

Engineering controls

PPE

Storage



Quick Check

• True or False: An N-95 respirator or procedural 
mask will protect you from chemical hazards
• FALSE: This mask is only intended for biological 

hazards and will do little to protect from most 
chemical hazards

Quick Check

www.cardinalhealth.com/



Written Program
• Where is your written HAZCOM Program?

• The location is specific to your shop, make sure to ask if 
you don’t know 

• What is required to be in a Written Program?
• How your office will meet requirements for SDSs, 

training, and labeling 
• List of hazardous materials using “Product Identifier” 
• Methods for informing employees of hazards of non-

routine tasks and unlabeled pipes
• Multi-employer worksites – how kept informed of the 

hazards



Can you repeat those last few things?

• Exactly what is a non-routine task?
• Clorox hydrogen peroxide wipes vs. Gorilla glue
• One you use hourly, the other, every six months

• Unlabeled pipes?
• What is in them?

• Multi-employer worksites
• How kept informed of the hazards



OSHA is FUN! What Can I Take Back 
to my workplace?
• Understand the chemicals THEY work with

• Nature of hazard (can be categories of hazards)
• How to detect the presence of a chemical
• How to protect themselves

• Where do I get this information???
• Individual training using SDSs and labels
• JSAs/SMIS
• Safety, Industrial Hygiene, or CASHE audits, where 

applicable



Name a few things you’re going to bring back 
to your section

• How do you find an SDS?
• What are the hazards of chemicals in your 

workplace?
• Where is your workplace chemical inventory?
• Where is our HAZCOM written program?
• Who is responsible for maintaining all this stuff?

Quick Check



Hungry for More Information?

• Some resources for information
• BLM Handbook 1112-1
• Your supervisor or CDSO
• www.osha.gov/hazcom

www.osha.gov
www.osha.gov/hazcom  

http://www.osha.gov/hazcom
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