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Preserving the Trail of Tears
National Historic Tralil

Background

1 Commemorates the forced removal of the
Cherokee people from their homelands.

1 Represents the removal of the “Five
Civilized Tribes” of the Southeast to
present-day Oklahoma

1Cherokee
1Chickasaw
1Choctaw
1Muscogee (Creek)
1Seminole
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Cherokee Removal

1 Water Route
1 Northern Route
1 Other Segments not part of the NHT

1Bell Route

1Benge Route

1Roundup Stockades

1 Trail from stockades to internment camps
1Dispersement Depots
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Preserving the Story

1 How to present interpretation?
1 Where to put up interpretation?

1 Publications on removal/trail sites and
segments
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Preserving Trail Sites & Segments

1 |dentification of sites and segments

a Establishing relationships with
landowners

1 |dentify sites that are in immediate
danger and take appropriate action
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Ft. Smith National Historic Site




Water Route General Panel

They Passed This Way

After passage of the Indian Removal Act of 1830,
the United States government forced tens of thou-
sands of American Indians to leave their ancestral
lands in the southeast for new homes in Indian Ter-
ritory (present-day Oklahoma). They traveled over
established land and water routes, all of which led
h Arkansas. Rather than risk dise: d
zards of summer travel, many groups left
and faced, instead, treacherous winter

weather, Thousands died during the ordeal
remembered today as the Trail of Tears.

Diespite the hardships of the journey, the people of
the five tribes of the Southeast established new lives
in the West. They stand now as successful sovereign
nations, proudly preserving cultural traditions, \A'hlk‘
adapting to the challenges of the 21t century.

Thit project is suppested in part
by 8 grant from the Arkamas

Hurmanities Council and the De-
Partment of Arkandan Hertage.

Water Route Specific Panel

North Little Rock and The Trail of Tears

removal to Oklahoma from the southeastern United

States in the 18305,

Thousands made the journey, many walking from as
far away as North Caroling others took the difficult
water route on steambaoats, Aatboats, and keelboats.
No other place in Arkansas bore witness to the

miseries of the Trail of North Little Rock did.

“A party of 720 Cherokee Indians, under charge of

feut. Whiteley, U arrived here on Saturday
last...on their way to the West, and encamped on
the north bank of the rive wut half a mile above
town...where they are now waiting for conveyance
to Fort Gibson™
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Challenges for Water Route

Locating appropriate & accessible sites
for interpretation

Establishing relationships
1 U. S. Corps of Engineers
1 State agencies
1 Other land owners

Northern (Land)
Route
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Pea Rldge Natlonal Mllltary Park
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Northern Route General Panel

They Passed This Way

After passage of the Indian Removal A
United States government forced tens
an Indians to leave their ancestr
=ast for new homes in Indian Territory
ay Oklahoma). They traveled over estab-
land and water routes, all of which led through

ps left in the fall and
niter weather. Thou-
he ordeal —remembered today
as the Trail of Tes

Despite the hardships of the journey, the people of
the five tribes of the Southeast establishe 5 new lives
in the West. They stand now as successful sovereign
nations, proudly preserving cultural traditions, while
adapting to the challenges of the 21st century.

Thin projert i wpported in part
by o

. e D
nt of Arkaneas Heritage.

Northern Route Specific Panel
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Challenges for Northern Route

Locating appropriate & accessible sites
for interpretation

Establishing relationships
1 State & local agencies
1 U.S. Corps of Engineers
1 Other land owners

|dentification of Sites & Segments

1 TOTA members
1 State chapters

1 National & Local agencies
1Department of Arkansas Heritage
1Nature Conservancy
1The Trust for Public Land
1Various city governments
1Southeastern Anthropological Institute
1UNC’s Research Laboratories of Archaeology
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Certified Sites

1 1 - Alabama
1 6 — Arkansas
1 7 — Georgia
1 2 —lllinois

1 4 — Kentucky
|

2

|

|

5 — Missouri
3 — North Carolina
3 — Oklahoma

12 — Tennessee

Vision for the Future

1 Walking/hiking segments

1 Interpretive Film

1 Interpretation at All Identified Sites
1 Visitors Centers

1 Funding for these projects
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