Onshore Oil & Gas Order # 1

An Overview of the Application For Permit To Drill Process
E-Commerce

>> T. Spisak: 

Thanks. Now that we have learned a little bit about the APD package, Jim Gazewood from BLM's Wyoming state office has prepared some remarks about e‑commerce. Let's roll the tape.

>> J. Gazewood: 

E‑commerce is an important part of the APD filing process however before I begin on behalf of Paul Brown, BLM's automated fluid mineral support system, or AFMSS program manager, I have been asked to present information related to BLM's electronic commerce environment in support of onshore order #1. I will take a minute to review the goals for this presentation and then I'll briefly describe what e‑commerce can do for you and how it works and finally I'll conclude this topic by presenting a resource where you can find more information about BLM's oil and gas electronic commerce environment. For this topic my goals tour inform you of a more efficient way to file your well permits and reports. This approach saves both the industry and BLM considerable time and effort during the permit submission, review and approval process. Provide a high level view of how today's internet information technology is used to support BLM oil and gas well permitting and reporting work processes. And it will illustrate‑out industry can receive approved well permits and reports by e‑mail from BLM. What does BLM e‑commerce do? Simply, it allows an operator or permit agent to electronically file notices of staking, applications for permit to drill, well completion reports, sundry notices, and associated electronic attachments that include reference documents, maps, schematics or drawings for specific well permit or report submission. BLM's oil and gas permit electronic commerce capability is provided by the well information system or WIS, which can be accessed through the internet. WIS is easy to use because it has a standard web page and well permit data form look and feel. It's already familiar to most of us. Once a user requests a secured account and a password to the WIS, they can create NOSs, APDs, well completion reports and sundry notice submissions for new or existing wells. For existing wells, considerable data entry is saved because the system queries existing well records and prompts the user to input only the new permit or report information. After BLM reviews and approves the well permit, the submitter is immediately notified by e‑mail through the WIS in an adobe PDF file of the approved permit is forwarded to the submitter as an attachment to the approval notice e‑mail. BLM's WIS, EC website also provides support for the user's request for new accounts for passwords, online tracking of permits and reports within BLM's approval process, in essence answering, what is the approval status of my permit or report, online help, a how to guide, access to join an e‑mail notification list to receive activity announcements, points of contact and frequently asked questions. With the new onshore order #1, BLM will be using the WIS to support the operator submission of APD geospatial database file attach.  Such as that required for the well survey plat as well as for optional submission of the surface use plan of operation, geospatial data. BLM is also working to improve our EC efficiency by moving forward to support the batch submission of well permits and reports using the E permit XML data exchange standard. This standard supports computer to computer direct submission, thereby reducing the operator's need to rekey permit or report information into the WIS web forms. The E permit XML submission standard has been developed over the past three years under the auspices of American petroleum institute and the Petro technical open standards through the collaboration of the state oil and gas and industry. Where industry conducts permitting across multiple states with both BLM and various state commissions, use the of an E permit data exchange standard will help improve U.S. oil and gas production by lessening the operator's expense ‑‑ expended time and costs in conducting well permitting. The WIS can be accessed through BLM's homepage at WWW.BLM.gov. Once you are there select programs, then energy on the right‑hand menu, then select oil and gas. That's where you'll find information on the WIS to get you started. In summary, I've covered why BLM's EC environment is important to the industry and BLM. I've explained what EC can do for you. And I've provided a resource where you can find more information on BLM WIS electronic commerce capabilities to help you meet the requirements of onshore order #1.

>> T. Spisak: 

Thank you, Jim, for your work there. Paul Brown on my staff is on the phone from Lakewood, Colorado. Paul has some new developments in electronic permit filing to report. Paul, are you there?

>> P. Brown: 

Tim, thank you for allowing me to join you by phone. I wish I could be there in Phoenix with all of you. We indeed have had some new developments in the area of our non‑Indian well information system or now what's being referred to as NIWIS. After a period of redevelopment and some security testing, NIWIS is now online. We brought it back online on August 27th and made announcements through the BLM external affairs office and sent e‑mails to all previous 400‑plus account holders. We had a number of old e‑mail addresses for some of those account holders and a lot of folks ‑‑ and a lot of undeliverable e‑mails. Not all the previous users may have been notified by e‑mail. We've already seen a great surge in filings and account requests in the last three weeks. We've had about 117 new transactions submitted to 12 of our 31 BLM field offices. We've also approved approximately 38 new accounts for new industry users. For those industry partners who are interested in the website address, I think we'll have that on the screen here in a moment. Jim provided the link through the BLM homepage but it also can be found through...  It's important to note that the users need to enter HTTPS in the browser line. There are also internet settings that need to be set on computers. Your internet settings need to have TLS1.0 activated. Users can find this setting under tools, under internet settings, under the advance tab and toward the bottom. Thank you for letting me join you by phone. I'll be available to answer any questions now or later in the broadcast.

>> T. Spisak: 

Very good. Thanks, Paul.
