Onshore Oil & Gas Order # 1

An Overview of the Application For Permit To Drill Process
Well Plats

>> T. Spisak:

Next let's go back to some more prepared remarks from Hank who is going to address well plats. Let's roll that tape.

>> H. Szymanski: 

Let's take a few minutes now to discuss well plats and the allowed casual use of the surface for surveying. A well plat is the second required component of a complete APD and shows the on the ground location. The goal for this section is to provide you information on the requirements to locate your well bore on a federal or Indian lease. A well plat is a mandatory component of an APD package. First we'll cover the general aspects of well plats, followed by their purpose, and finally the geospatial database components that must accompany your APD. Jim Gazewood will cover the geospatial aspects separately. In general, all proposed surface disturbance must be surveyed and/or staked by a registered surveyor. For example, the well bore location, well pad, reserve pit and access road all must be surveyed and flagged and/or staked. These on the ground stakes and flagging will show everyone that is involved at the onsite inspection the orientation and extent of the operation. And when it comes time to construct the location, the heavy equipment and drill rig operators will know where to go. You are required to ensure that your proposed well and associated operations are actually located on the lease or agreement. This is why a well plat and geospatial database are required. A well plat depicts the measurements and information taken in the field by a registered surveyor when locating the well and associated operations. These measurements accurately record your operation in relation to the surrounding lease and agreement boundaries. The boundary lines are determined through and compared and tied to the use of control points and datum that establish the existing public lands surveys. As defined in the order, casual use of the surface for surveying and staking, including the use of offroad vehicles, only applies to BLM, Forest Service and other surface managing agency lands or SMA. You will need to make access arrangements with the SMAs other than the BLM or the Forest Service. Casual use activities on all SMA lands do not require advance approval, but beware, some lands have special restrictions and may require approval for entry. It would be wise to call ahead and inquire about any restrictions, prohibitions, closures or approvals. For activities on private surface, you must make a good‑faith effort to notify the owner and obtain the appropriate access arrangements. In any case involving the private surface owner from the get go is just considered good operating practice. The concept and fundamental nature of a good‑faith effort will be discussed later in the program. For tribal and allotted lands you must notify the BIA to make access arrangements with the Indian surface owners. Also, Indian lands that are not under government trust responsibility are treated as private surface. So be sure to notify any surface owner before conducting surveying and staking activities. This will ensure you don't create conflict with the SMA or private surface owner, and as we all know, conflict leads to increased time, money and energy on everyone's part. Plus, in most cases, some form of notification is required by some regulatory agency anyway. Oh, one last thing. When dealing with the military, some Indian lands or when you propose more than just casual use for surveying and staking, there may be some additional restrictions and approvals. In summary, well plats kick off the APD process and show where all future operations will occur. It also starts the process for the planning activities. Casual use of the surface estate is allowed in most situations, but it is always a good idea to work with the surface owners prior to entry.

>> T. Spisak: 

Hank, is there anything new on well plats other than the geospatial aspect that we'll be discussing in the next program?

>> H. Szymanski: 

Well, I would like to emphasize casual use and we have a new definition for casual use in the order and language text in the order. I would suggest that everyone read those sections on casual use because it is something that is new to the operational regulations.

>> T. Spisak: 

Very good. Thanks, Hank.
