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Introduction to Oil and Gas Drilling
and Production in Karst Areas



Å What is ñkarstò?

Å What are cave/karst resources?

Å Impacts of drilling and production

activities in karst areas

Å How does BLM manage these activities?

Detection

Avoidance

Mitigation

What we will cover:



Karst is a landform in soluble rock types

(ie. limestone, gypsum)that contains features, 

such as:
Åsinkholes

Åsinking streams

Åresurgences

Åcaves

Most drainage is underground.

What is Karst?



Closed depression:Point source for groundwater 

recharge
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Sinkholes



Surface streams

that go underground
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Sinking Streams



Underground streams

that come to the surface

Resurgences
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