
Exercise 9 – Data Needs Assessment 
 
Purpose:  
The purpose of this exercise is to conduct a data needs assessment for your plan.    
 
The BLM released an instructional memorandum in 2003 (IM 2003-238) called Guidance 
for Data Management in Land Use Planning.  That memo guided resource specialists 
through a data needs assessment to determine data gaps prior to starting an RMP.   
 
An online module has been developed to walk you through the process.   
 
At the end of this exercise, you should have a list of the relevant planning questions, the 
data you have, the data you need, how you will get the needed data, and how much it 
will cost. 
 
Instructions:  
Individually… 
1. Review the guidance for planning data.   

• BLM Planning Handbook, Appendix F-1, section D. 
• BLM Planning Handbook, Appendix G. 

 
 The next steps can be done individually, in small groups, or as an ID Team: 

1. Go to http://dataplanning.articulate-online.com/8546530954 and sign in. 
2. Complete the module. 

NOTE:  The data needs assessment module was developed by the BLM; however, it is 
not in DOI Learn, so you won’t receive credit for it and it won’t appear on your 
transcript, BUT, it’s fun and you will learn how to do a data needs assessment! 
 
For more guidance, review the BLM Data Administration Handbook (H-1283). 
  
Approximate Time: 
90 minutes 
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