
Green Purchasing
What is it and Why Do It?





Why Buy Green?
• Create a market for recycled products
• Consistent with the BLM’s culture/mission
• It’s the right thing to do
• BLM States, Centers, and WO are 

implementing Environmental Management 
Systems

• Educating employees on their role in green 
procurement and tracking green purchase 
are two potential objectives in a State’s or 
Center’s EMS





Why Buy Green?
• Federal Acquisition Regulations

• Executive Orders 13423 and 13514

• Environmental Stewardship Scorecard
• Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

(RCRA), Section 6002
• Farm Security and Rural Investment Act (2002 

Farm Bill), Section 9002
• Energy Policy Acts of 1992 and 2005
• Energy Independence & Security Act of 2007



Green Purchasing Applies to:
• Purchase card/fleet card purchases
• Simplified acquisitions (<$100,000)
• Larger (>$100,000) purchases of supplies
• Support services contracts
• Construction & spacing leasing contracts
• Detailed scopes of work or performance-

based contracting
• Purchases from mandatory sources



FAR 23.202 Purchase of Energy & 
Water Efficient Products is Required

• FAR 23.202 – The Government’s policy 
is to acquire supplies and services that 
promote energy and water efficiency, 
advance the use of renewable energy 
products, and help foster markets for 
emerging technologies.  This policy 
extends to all acquisitions, including 
those below the simplified acquisition 
threshold.



FAR 23.203 & 52.223.15 - Purchase of 
Energy Star Products is Mandatory

• FAR Section 23.203 – Energy-consuming 
products that are Energy Star rated (e.g., office 
equipment, home electronics, heating and 
cooling equipment, building construction 
products, appliances, and lighting) must be 
always be specified and/or purchased regardless 
of their cost.   

• FAR Section 52.223.15 – “Energy Efficiency in 
Energy-Consuming Products” requires the 
contractor to ensure that energy consuming 
products specified in the contract be Energy Star 
rated if those products are listed in the Energy 
Star Program. 



FAR 23.404(b)(1) - Recycled 
Content and Biobased Products

EPA-designated recovered/recycled content 
and Department of Agriculture-designated 
biobased products must be purchased unless 
the item cannot be acquired:

(i) Competitively within a reasonable time 
frame; 
(ii) Meeting reasonable performance 
standards; or 
(iii)At a reasonable price.



FAR 23.405(b)(2) – Justification for Not 
Purchasing Recycled Content and Biobased
Products

• FAR requires preparation of a written justification if 
an EPA-designated recovered/recycled content 
product is not purchased. 

• BLM GPP Sections 7.1, 7.2, and 9.4.2 address the 
completion of the “Justification for Not Purchasing 
an EPA-Designated Recovered/Recycled Content 
Product” form.

• Form must be completed, signed, and placed in 
the contract file or in the case of a credit card 
purchase with the receipt.  

• This form is provided as Appendix 2 to the BLM 
GPP.  







EO 13514 – Green Purchasing Goal

Section 2(h) The head of each agency shall advance 
sustainable acquisition to ensure that 95 percent of new 
contract actions including task and delivery orders, for 
products and services are:
• energy-efficient (Energy Star or Federal Energy 

Management Program (FEMP) designated), 
• water-efficient,
• biobased, 
• environmentally preferable (e.g., Electronic Product 

Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certified), 
• non-ozone depleting, 
• contain recycled content, or 
• are non-toxic or less-toxic alternative



DOI GPP Metric – Track Green 
Purchases

• Track the number of contracts that successful 
acquire EPA-designated products

• Data to be taken from FPDS, Line B12F, EPA-
DESIGNATED PRODUCT(S)

• Code A – EPA-designated items were acquired
• Codes B, C, D, and E – EPA-designated items 

were not acquired
• FPDS, Line B12G, tracks whether the appropriate 

FAF clauses for recycled-content purchasing were 
included in the contract 



Section 4.  Additional Duties of the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget.  The OMB Director shall: 

(a) review and approve each agency's multi-year Strategic 
Sustainability Performance Plan under section 8 of this order 
and each update of the Plan. The Director shall, where 
feasible, review each agency's Plan concurrently with OMB's 
review and evaluation of the agency's budget request; 

(b) prepare scorecards providing periodic evaluation of Federal 
agency performance in implementing this order and publish 
scorecard results on a publicly available website; and 

(c) approve and issue instructions to the heads of agencies 
concerning budget and appropriations matters relating to 
implementation of this order.  

EO 13514 OMB Duties – Scorecard





Why Buy Green? – Recycled Content, 
Biobased, & Energy/Water Efficient Products

E.O. 13423, Strengthening Federal 
Environmental, Energy, and 
Transportation Management, 1/24/07

“The head of each agency shall require in 
agency acquisitions of goods and services, 
(i) use of sustainable environmental 
practices, including acquisition of biobased, 
environmentally preferable, energy-efficient, 
water-efficient, and recycled content 
products, and (ii) use of paper of at least 
30% postconsumer fiber content.”



Why Buy Green? – Reduce Toxic 
Chemical Use

E.O. 13423, Strengthening Federal 
Environmental, Energy, and 
Transportation Management, 1/24/07

“The head of each agency shall ensure 
that the agency reduces the quantity 
of toxic and hazardous chemicals and 
materials acquired, used or 
disposed…..”



Why Buy Green? – Sustainable Facilities

E.O. 13423, Strengthening Federal 
Environmental, Energy, and 
Transportation Management, 1/24/07

“The head of each agency shall ensure 
that new construction and major 
renovation of agency buildings comply 
with the Guiding Principles for Federal 
Leadership in High Performance and 
Sustainable Buildings….”





Why Buy Green? – Electronic Products

E.O. 13423, Strengthening Federal 
Environmental, Energy, and 
Transportation Management, 1/24/07

“The head of each agency shall ensure that 
the agency, when acquiring an electronic 
product to meet its requirements, meets at 
least 95% of those requirements with an 
Electronic Product Environmental 
Assessment Tool (EPEAT)-registered 
product, unless there is no EPEAT standard 
for such product…..”



Greening Purchasing Scope
• Recycled content products
• Biobased products
• Energy- and water-efficient products

– Standby power devices
– Energy Star
– FEMP-designated products
– WaterSense

• Low or non-toxic or hazardous chemicals
• Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels
• Environmentally preferable products
• Non-ozone depleting substances



Greening Purchasing Scope
• Recycled content products
• Biobased products
• Energy- and water-efficient products

– Standby power devices
– Energy Star
– FEMP-designated products
– WaterSense

• Low or non-toxic or hazardous chemicals
• Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels
• Environmentally preferable products
• Non-ozone depleting substances



EPA’s  Recycled Content 
Product Categories

–Construction
– Landscaping
–Non-Paper Office Products
–Paper and Paper Products 
–Parks and Recreation
–Transportation
– Vehicles
–Miscellaneous



Comprehensive Procurement 
Guidelines (CPG) = Recycled Content



What To Buy Green?
• Office products

–paper
–non paper

• Printing services
• Signs
• Building construction, renovation, and 

maintenance (janitorial, landscaping) 
products

• Awards and plaques
• Parks and recreation products







Should have a 30% post consumer recycled content







Should have a 20% post consumer recycled content





Should have a 30% post consumer recycled content



































Recycled content signs





Greening Purchasing Scope
• Recycled content products
• Biobased products
• Energy- and water-efficient products

– Standby power devices
– Energy Star
– FEMP-designated products
– WaterSense

• Low or non-toxic or hazardous chemicals
• Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels
• Environmentally preferable products
• Non-ozone depleting substances











Greening Purchasing Scope
• Recycled content products
• Biobased products
• Energy- and water-efficient products

– Standby power devices
– Energy Star
– FEMP-designated products
– WaterSense

• Low or non-toxic or hazardous chemicals
• Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels
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What To Buy Green
• Electronic office products

–Low standby power devices
• Home electronic products
• Building construction products
• Appliances (residential and 

commercial)
• Lighting
• Water-saving products



Energy Star and Energy Efficient Products 
for Offices/Fire Stations/Admin Sites

• What to buy green? - Energy Star products:
– Fluorescent lamps and electronic ballasts
– Compact fluorescent lamps
– Copiers and fax machines
– Televisions
– DVD players
– Cordless phones/answering machines
– Ceiling fans/ceiling fan light kits
– Refrigerators, freezers, and refrigerator-freezers
– Ice makers
– Dishwashers
– Clothes washers 

• Computers, monitors, and printers must be 
purchased off the DOI contract which requires they 
be at least EPEAT Silver rated.



Energy Star and Energy Efficient Products for 
New Construction/Deferred Maintenance

• What to buy green? - Energy Star products
– Programmable thermostats
– Central and room air conditioning equipment
– Boilers and furnaces
– Heat pumps (air and ground source)
– Water heaters
– Insulation
– Windows, doors, and skylights
– Fluorescent lamps and electronic ballasts 
– Compact fluorescent lamps
– Ceiling fans/ceiling fan light kits
– Reflective roofing products

























Greening Purchasing Scope
• Recycled content products
• Biobased products
• Energy- and water-efficient products

– Standby power devices
– Energy Star
– FEMP-designated products
– WaterSense

• Low or non-toxic or hazardous chemicals
• Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels
• Environmentally preferable products
• Non-ozone depleting substances







Where to Find Green?
• EPA Comprehensive Procurement 

Guidelines (CPG)
• Dept. of Ag BioPreferred
• DOE/EPA Energy Star
• EPA Water Sense
• GSA Advantage! (CPG symbol, 

recycling symbol)
• Greenguard
• Green Seal



Where to Buy Green – Recycled 
Content?

http://www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm



http://www.usda.gov/biopreferred



http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.



/

http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/pp/index.htm







http://www.greenseal.org/findaproduct/index.cfm



Green Meetings





• Green Purchasing 
Plan issued July 6, 
2009 by WO 
Instruction 
Memorandum 
2009-166







Green Product Summary from Office of 
the Federal Environmental Executive 



• Building Construction
• Traffic Design
• Landscaping
• Roadway Construction
• Building Interior
• Building Finishes
• Paper Office Products
• Printing
• Non-paper Office Products
• Office Electronics
• Refrigeration & AC
• Renewable Energy
• Vehicle Products
• Parks and Recreation
• Cleaning Products
• Cafeteria Services
• Lube Oil Hydraulic Grease
• Miscellaneous







Where to Buy Green?
• GSA Advantage! (CPG symbol, recycling 

symbol)
• DoD EMALL
• AbilityOne (formerly JWOD)

– Skilcraft
• UNICOR
• Commercial sources

– ABM Federal
– Office supply stores
– Home improvement and electronic stores















Green Janitorial & Lighting 
Maintenance [BLM GPP Section 9.2.3]

• Specification is to be used by all organizational 
units in leased or owned space when a new 
contract is awarded or when an option is picked 
up, whichever occurs first.  

• BLM offices are to provide the specification to the 
GSA if they or their State Office is working directly 
with GSA on a new or renewed lease.  

• Collocated or Service First BLM offices are to work 
with the agency that is responsible for the lease to 
facilitate incorporation of the green janitorial 
services and lighting maintenance requirements 
into the leasing contract.    



Acquisition Personnel & COs 
Responsibilities [BLM GPP Section 7.1]

• Review all procurement actions to ascertain 
whether  green products or services are 
appropriate

• Incorporating appropriate green FAR clauses
• Ensuring written justification is prepared if EPA-

designated product(s) not purchase
• Accurately completing the FPDS to report green 

procurement actions 



Requisitioners and Credit Card Purchasers 
Responsibilities [BLM GPP Section 7.2]

• Identifying and documenting whether green 
products and services are available and satisfy 
price, availability, and performance requirements

• Ensuring documentation including justification for 
not purchasing EPA-designated items is prepared

• Providing contract oversight ensuring green 
procurement requirements are met





State & Center GPP Coordinators 
Responsibilities [BLM GPP Section 7.3.2]

• Training personnel on green purchasing 
requirements;

• Tracking of completed training
• Annual review of representative acquisition actions
• Reviewing a representative number of 

“Justification for Not Purchasing an 
Environmentally Preferable Product or Service” 
forms to verify whether or not the justification was 
appropriate; and

• Identification of non compliant purchases to the 
appropriate individuals, programs, and/or 
managers to facilitate implementation of this plan.



Annual Green Purchasing 
Review [BLM GPP Section 9.5.1]

• Each State, Center, and Washington Office Green 
Purchasing Coordinator is responsible for 
conducting an annual review of their respective 
organization’s Green Purchasing Program. 

• The issues to be reviewed and the form on which 
the review is to be documented are provided as 
Appendix 5:  “Procedures for Annual Review and 
Monitoring of Green Purchasing.”  

• This completed document is to be maintained for 
five years.  This annual review is required by the 
FAR Section 23.404(a) (3) (iv).







DSD SS & Center Business Div. Dir. 
Responsibilities [BLM GPP Section 7.5]

• Promoting the BLM’s GPP. 
• Ensuring that all personnel are trained in green 

procurement and that such training is tracked, 
managed, and reported as necessary. 

• Ensuring that all personnel involved in the 
procurement process are aware of, competent to, 
and accountable for complying with green 
procurement requirements relevant to their 
procurement/purchasing action(s).

• Routinely evaluating the performance of their 
State or Center relative to their green procurement 
objectives and targets.



NOC Responsibilities 
[BLM GPP Section 7.3.3]

• Development of content for web-based training 
related to green purchasing.  This includes, but is 
not limited to training for acquisition personnel, 
engineering, fire, administrative, and credit card 
holders.  

• Maintaining standard specifications for 
construction, leasing, and janitorial services that 
incorporate green procurement requirements.

• Reviewing whether BLM offices and staff are 
following the requirements in this Green 
Purchasing Plan while performing a CASHE audit.



BLM GPP Training 
Requirements

• Each State, Center, and WO designate a Green 
Purchasing Coordinator 

• Section  9.3.1 – Acquisition Personnel  complete 
training within six months

• Section 9.3.2 – Credit Card holders complete web 
based training

• Section 9.3.3 – Refresher training as needed 
when determined by the Green Purchasing 
Coordinator, AAMR, or CASHE audit



Questions???
Thank you for your time

Ken Morin
CASHE Program Lead
NOC 670
(303) 236-6418
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