Introduction to Resource Protection
Bureau of Land Management Law Enforcement History
Questions
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Public Lands
Describe how the United States originally acquired the public lands and the subsequent methods the United States utilized to add to the original public lands.
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Constitutional Authority
What governmental entity established the first public land policies?

What document that established the first public land policies.

Name the document (and the specific document reference) that is the current foundation for United States public land policy.


Resource Protection Evolution
Name the first federal agency charged with managing the public lands and the year that agency was created.

What year was the first federal public land “trespassing” law enacted?

The government hired what kind of resource protection agents in what year as a result of the passage of what law to protect natural resources?


By the mid-19th century recognition that the public lands and their resources were not limitless, congress passed a number of laws to protect public lands and provide for their protection.  List some of the key legislation aimed at protecting and preserving public lands and resources enacted during the 19th century.  What agency established a law enforcement division in what year staffed with what kind of law enforcement officers? In what year was the first “U.S.Ranger” hired?


Name the 1897 Supreme Court case that confirmed the federal government “doubtless has a power over its own property analogous to the police power of several states and the extent it may go it exercising such power is measured by the exigencies of the particular case”?


Name the year and the two agencies that were combined to form the Bureau of Land Management and described what happened to the special agents previously employed by one of these two agencies?


Evolution of the BLM Law Enforcement Program
Describe when and what specific type of public land use/user prompted the modern day BLM to recognize the need for law enforcement to support its mission objectives.


In 1972 President Nixon issued Executive Order 11644.  Describe the direction E.O. 11644 provided to BLM.  What did BLM do in response to this E.O.?

Name the first federal law that provided BLM with law enforcement authority.  What year was this law enacted?  In what year did BLM hire its first (name title of) law enforcement officer to enforce this law and why?   



The 1970 Public Land Law Review Commission report noted two key factors that made BLM’s management of the public lands ineffectual.  Describe these two key factors.


What contentious issue troubled Congress as they debated the future management of the public lands managed by BLM?


On October 25, 1976 President Ford signed the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) into law.  Among other things, FLPMA provided BLM with a formal mission.  Referred to as BLM’s ‘organic act’, FLPMA also provided BLM with law enforcement authority.  Briefly describe the four provisions of FLPMA fundamental to BLM law enforcement.


When FLPMA was enacted in 1976, BLM employed seven special agents hired under the authority of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971.  In what year did BLM provide law enforcement delegation to law enforcement rangers, how many were delegated law enforcement authority and in what BLM district were these first law enforcement rangers stationed?

In 1984 BLM issued its first law enforcement program manual which contained a mission statement for its law enforcement program.  Briefly describe the goal of this 1984 law enforcement program objective mission statement.

In 1996 BLM revised its law enforcement program mission statement.  Describe this current BLM law enforcement mission statement objective.
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