
VRM TRAINING COURSE 2010



 Location:
 Southern California’s 

Mojave Desert in San 
Bernardino County

 4.5 miles southwest of 
Nevada community of 
Primm

 West of Ivanpah Dry Lake 
(Special Recreation 
Emphasis Area)

 Adjacent to Primm Valley 
Golf Resort

 Adjacent to Mojave Desert 
Preserve

 On BLM land
 Adjacent to existing 500 KV 

transmission line



 Three Solar Thermal Plants:
 Phase One: 300 ft 100 MW Tower
 Phase Two: 300 ft 100 MW Tower
 Phase Three: 500 ft 200 MW Tower with four 

additional 300 ft towers



 Existing Site Conditions/ Characteristic 
Landscape:
 Mojave Desert of Basin and Range Physiographic 

Province
 Existing RMP delineates area to be managed as VRM III
 Predominantly creosote, fairly even and uniform
 Generally enclosed landscape with predominantly 

horizontal lines, west of I-15 can appear fairly intact with 
slight cultural modifications

 Sloping foothills with vertical form of mountain range 
behind



Meet with project 
proponent

Evaluate existing 
site conditions

Establish Key 
Observation 
Points (KOPs)
•Three KOPs
•Ivanpah Dry Lake Bed
•Primm Valley Golf 

Resort
•I-15 Northbound from 

Nipton Exit

Complete 
contrast rating 

forms from KOPs

Project 
recommendations

/mitigation 





























 Location
 Discussed relocation of project with proponent

 Minimize Unnecessary Disturbance
 Discussed reducing project size and tower size

 Mitigation
 Coloring/Texturing of tower and concrete foundation
 Reducing vegetation disturbance
 Scalloping and Feathering edge of vegetation disturbance to 

eliminate straight edges
 Additional vegetation along perimeter golf course (screen 

receiver tower but frame views of preserve)
 Tinting of soil stabilizer (3 treatments per year)
 Motion sensor for the required lighting per FAA
 Proponent develops “Energy and Las Vegas” interpretive site 

off north bound I-15 (refer to animation 2)
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