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 You have control! 

 Learning environment

 When you take the course

 How long you participate

 The pace of the learning



 Minimize distractions.

 Get comfortable.

 Pick a time and place that works for you.

 Use headphones.

 Go at your own pace – pause or review the video as 
often as you like. 



 Determine whether an action can be 
implemented through a determination of NEPA 
adequacy (DNA).

 Prepare appropriate documentation for a DNA.

This course is based on Chapter 5 of the BLM NEPA 
Handbook. (Section 5.1 covers the DNA process.) 



 Determination that an action is adequately analyzed in an 
existing NEPA document and is in conformance with the 
land use plan.

 A means by which you use existing NEPA to cover your 
proposed action without doing additional NEPA analysis.

 Department of the Interior process – not specifically 
described in the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
NEPA regulations.

 Revised in the 2008 NEPA Handbook.
 Critical thinking—not merely documentation—process. 



1. New proposed action that is similar to a previous action 
already analyzed in a NEPA document.

2. New proposed action that is part of a broader action 
already analyzed in a NEPA document.

3. New information or changed circumstances—does old 
analysis still adequately address resource impacts?

4. New information not considered in existing analysis that 
needs to be considered, regardless of passage of time.

DNA process can be used to build a strong admin 
record.



To use the DNA process, the action must conform to 
the land use plan.

1. Is the new proposed action a feature of, or 
essentially similar to, an alternative analyzed in the 
existing NEPA document?

2. Is the range of alternatives analyzed in the existing 
NEPA document appropriate with respect to the 
new proposed action, given current environmental 
concerns, interests, and resources values?



3. Is the existing analysis valid in light of any new 
information or circumstances?

4. Are the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects that 
would result from implementation of the new 
proposed action similar to those analyzed in the 
existing NEPA document?

If the answer to any of these questions is NO, then you 
must prepare a new EA or EIS for your action.



5. Is the public involvement and interagency review 
associated with the existing NEPA document 
adequate for the current proposed action?

If you decide you need more public involvement for the 
new action, you may still be able to use the DNA 
process.

If you have to conduct any additional analysis, then 
you cannot use the DNA process.



 Get out your completed DNA worksheet.
 Evaluate it against what you just learned and 

compare it to the sample provided under the 
Resources tab, then answer the following 
questions:

1. How does the level of detail in your DNA compare to 
the sample?

2. Is there anything in your DNA worksheet you would 
change?

3. Is there anything in the sample you would change to 
improve it? 



 You would prepare a FONSI if:
 The new proposed action is similar to, but not exactly 

the same as, the selected alternative in the existing 
EA.   OR

 The new proposed action was in the existing EA, but 
was not the selected alternative.

 You would not prepare a FONSI if:
 The new proposed action is a feature of the selected 

alternative analyzed in the existing EA for which a 
FONSI has already been prepared.

 You’re relying on an EIS decision for a new action. (of 
course) 



 A decision document is needed for a new proposed 
action that doesn’t already have a decision 
document.

 Follow program requirements for the decision 
document. 



5. If your action isn’t in conformance with your land 
use plan, you cannot do a DNA.

4. A DNA cannot be used to add analysis.

3. A DNA helps avoid redundancy and unnecessary 
work.

2. A DNA worksheet is not a decision document.

1. A DNA is a thought process rather than merely a 
documentation exercise.



 Please jot down a few thoughts on how you’ll use your new 
knowledge:

1. What will you do differently as a result of what you just learned?

2. What do you still need to become proficient at DNAs?

3. What do you need to achieve #2?

4. Implement your plan!!
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