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A tunnel is properly used to access an existing lode claim or claims, or for 

exploration of unknown lode-type locatable mineral deposits.  Unknown deposits 

are sometimes referred to as blind lodes.  Tunnel site locators can claim 

previously unknown lodes found over the course of the three thousand-foot 

tunnel.  However, if the tunnel locator ceases work for more than six consecutive 

months, the rights to claim unknown lode deposits the tunnel may have 

intersected are lost. 

 


