
Multi-District (Joint) Special Recreation Permit Issuance Q & A 
 
1.      Can an SRP be multi-district?
 Yes. Multi-district permits should be considered when it will improve public service by reducing administrative costs for BLM and streamlines the process for the permittee.  It is not done solely for the convenience of the permittee.  Blanket statewide permits will not be issued for commercial, competitive, or organized group activities or events held on public lands.
 2.      What is the process for establishing a multi-district SRP?
When an office receives an application or request for a multi-district permit, that office should contact the other affected Field Offices to ensure that the SRP may be issued for areas outside of their jurisdiction.  If a multi-district permit issuance is feasible, a lead district must be identified for coordination and administration of the permit and this information must be documented and conveyed to the applicant.
3.      How do you decide who the lead district is?
 Normally, the office or state having the most significant portion of the activity (i.e., river mileage or acreage) should issue the permit.  However, other options could be considered based on workload, technical expertise, or proximity to permitted areas.  For example, if the Salem District in Oregon received an application for guided hunting (their first) which included only the north half of the Eugene District which currently administers 10 hunting permits, the decision may be to establish Eugene as the lead district even though the land base for Salem is larger.
4.      What is the lead districts responsibility?
The lead district is responsible for coordinating with the other BLM units, and the administration of the permit, including but not limited to:
a)      Developing and maintaining the permit file;
b)      Developing special stipulations representing each districts requirements;
c)      Permit issuance and monitoring;
d)     Correspondence with the permittee;
e)      Fee collections and dispersal; and,
f)       Communicating with the other BLM units as agreed upon.
 
5.      Is it mandatory to split the collected fees for a multi-district SRP, and if so, how are they split?
 
5.      Is it mandatory to split the collected fees for a multi-district SRP, and if so, how are they split?
No.  It is not mandatory to split the fees.  During the discussion stage of establishing a lead district, fees and the percentage split should be determined. If the estimated fee does not exceed the minimum threshold, then the lead district could keep 100% of the fees based on their administration role.  Anything above the minimum fee could be negotiated based on other factors (e.g. mileage, acres, time, administration costs, etc.).
[bookmark: _GoBack] If the decision is to split fees between BLM units on a permit, this can be done in the Collection and Billing System (CBS).  If a bill is generated in CBS requiring payment, the bill can designed with the agreed upon split by identifying the different project (WBS) codes and the amount each project should receive from the bill’s total.  If fees are received without a bill, the funds can be placed in suspense until the appropriate project codes and amounts are established.

