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Overview of the VRM System

We also have a multiple land use mandate as part of the BLM and because much that we have potential for land disturbance activities that take place to have adverse negative visual impacts. These consequences of not addressing visual resources in these activities can have obvious effects that last many, many, many years. Equally so, if we pay attention and have good conscious design focused in on the design of our facilities and the developments we can leave a positive legacy of land stewardship as we talked about for generations to come. To help us assess the potential visual impacts of our development, the BLM has its Visual Resource Management System. The system is a fulfillment of the legal obligations found in NEPA and FLPMA and other documents we've talked about. The policy is outlined in the manual 8400, the VRM policy manual 8400. That really sets the direction for the bureau's responsibilities. Several other handbooks are tied to that, handbook 10-1, provides the background on how to do the inventory and how to do the management classes, establish management classes. Handbook 8431-1 is a focus on the activity side and analyzing and evaluating our activities to make sure they meet the. The system for the bureau's VRM can really be broken into three categories. The inventory for scenic values is the first step. Those aspects of scenic quality and the public sensitivity and distance zones factor into that. Then he would assign the management classes through the RMP planning process. 

Once those are decided upon those become the standards for which we need to design. That brings us to the third part which is designing and evaluating the activities. That's where we're centered on today and that is all about the fundamental principle of the VRM system and this aspect which is about reducing contrast in the landscape. If we don't reduce contrast in the landscape then we end up having obvious visible long lasting scars as these two examples show, whether it be from color of the tanks in the upper case or in the lower picture the visual scarf a pipeline that was not reclaimed. Conversely, if we actually have activities that are designed to meet and blend in with the landscape, then those are thought to harmonize or be in harmony with the characteristic landscape. This is a good example of a pipeline reclamation which in the bottom case not only did they reclaim back to the contour and do the vegetative seeding with native species but also paid attention to careful placement of boulders and such that helps to replicate the natural appearing landscape. This is where the VRM system helps us out. 

It's designed to provide BLM staff whether it be recreation specialists or landscape architects or the oil and gas or fluid minerals staff with the tools to do a few things. The first would be describing the character of the landscape. That's where we have to start. The second would be analyzing the projects that are being proposed to see how they might contrast with the character of that landscape. The final would be looking at designing mitigation into the project to help minimize the contrast that might be created.
