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Introduction to BMPs

D. Simpson: 

Now we're ready to move onto unit 4, Best Management Practices, that begins on page 39 of your notebook. This is where the rubber really hits the road. The object sieve to provide examples of existing BMPs you can use to reduce potential impacts. Now we'll take you a virtual field tour.  
  
J. Perry: 

If you're following along in the notebook, please turn to page 42. I want to take this point to really express my appreciation for those of you who are watching this today. Lot of folks are out there processing APDs, working on EAs, answering the phone but it's you, the dedicated ones that are here learning how to sharpen your skills. Really appreciate that. Best Management Practices, what are they? I like to think of Best Management Practices as better ways for achieving better results. Outcome based, results oriented. After all, it's results we want. BMPs are continually changing the results of constant improvement in the way we conduct our business. Before we go any further, let's take a little test. 

Looking at this photo, what mitigations could have been used to lessen the visible impacts of this site? Take a minute now. You probably are aware of a few BMPs from Brad's talk. I bet you can come up with some good ideas how you would lessen the visual impacts of this site. At the end of this unit we'll show the slide again and I bet you will have a whole lot more ideas. Want to start out with an overview of BMPs. There's five basic concepts we want to cover, minimize contrast -- what were they thinking -- key observation points, reduce surface disturbance and other resources also benefit from BMPs and I want to state that the leadership firmly supports your use of BMPs. It's all about contrast. Repeating the elements of form, line, color and texture. Consider where and how development will be seen. Those key observation points, as Brad mentioned, could be linear features, roads, highways, trails, rivers. You're continually moving along. Also, it could be a point, a place, a kiosk, an overlook, where you're there for a long period of time looking at that oil and gas development. 

Next, let's reduce surface disturbance. The more long-term surface disturbance we have, the more visual contrast. The larger the surface disturbance, the more visual contrast. It's not just the pad. It's the roads. It's the power lines. It's the utilities. It's the tank batteries. It's all those other ancillary facilities that add to visual contrast. Whoa! Don't forget, other resources also benefit. VRM is not the sole resource we are managing. We manage the larger landscape, minerals, wildlife, recreation, soil, water. You name it. Many of the resources that BLM manages benefit from the techniques we use to reduce visual impacts. This is a sage grouse and you'll be hearing a lot more about the sage grouse. This bird, take good care of this bird. We do not want this to become an endangered species. Use Best Management Practices to reduce the impacts to sage grouse habitat. And finally, the Washington office leadership, this is the Washington office Fluid Minerals Group, very strongly supports the use of BMPs and encourages the use of VRM BMPs in all field offices. Many BMPs are already standard operating practices throughout the bureau. The assumption is that all offices will use BMPs. However, a note from our attorneys, be aware, not all BMPs are suitable for all locations and all situations. Just because Jim Perry says directional drilling doesn't mean directional drilling is the best choice in all locations. Use your best judgment and the NEPA process to evaluate the need for VRM mitigation and analyze alternative mitigations through the alternatives in the NEPA document. As you consider what mitigation works best, also consider the implementation cost to the operator. What's that cost-benefit? Are we making the operator do something unreasonable or is it really what he should be doing to minimize those impacts. A win-win situation for the operator, the BLM and the public. After the project has been completed, evaluate those results and make adjustments to future permits as necessary. Don't just keep using the same BMP when really times have changed, BMPs have evolved, there's better ways of doing things.

