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Principle Four – Reclamation
J. Perry: 

Let's talk about final reclamation. What will be the long term impacts of he will oil and gas development three year or 300 years from now? Will we have a permanent scarring? We have to remember, oil and gas development is a temporary use of the public lands and its impact should be temporary as well. The goal of final reclamation is to return all disturbed areas to a condition where over time the disturbed areas will be absorbed back into the seamless natural landscape. If it looks good, it probably is good. There's steps we can take to accelerate the process. In drilling a well, there is going to be a short-term visual contrast. Wells going into production, however, should undergo interim reclamation. If the well's a dry hole, it should go into final reclamation. We need to restore that land form. In order to restore that land form, if it had been a producing pad with interim reclamation, we need to restrip that topsoil and vegetation. Restrip that healthy vegetation and topsoil everywhere the land form is not correct. You can also regrow vegetation, but a contour that's out of place is like that forever. Recontour everything back to the original contour or a contour that blends with the surrounding topography. 

Site preparation is critical, probably one of the most critical steps. Respread that topsoil. Roughen the surface. Consider applying a high phosphorous fertilizer. Got a steep slope, long slope? Mulch that slope. Revegetate with native species. If you use native species, over time the localized natives will move in. Understand, it is going to be a short-term color difference when you revegetate, two, three, four, five years. But if you've used native species, the natives will move in and that color difference will go. If you introduced species like crested wheat grass there will always be a vegetative color difference. It's critical we reclaim roads. Roads are a temporary use. We need to reclaim these roads not by ripping and seeding roads. We need to recontour these roads back to the original contour. Leave a rough texture, something that will trap water, snow, seed and if it's rough enough, will keep the OHV users off. Here's a good example of an area about to be reseeded. Here it's not going to be broadcast seeded. It will be drill seeded, so they left it smooth. However, look at the results. Outstanding. This is what we want to see. Brad showed you this one before with a rock placed back in here. It looks natural. It looks great. Bottom line, it's important that we design, implement and final reclamation to minimize those long-term visual impacts. 

We're looking for a win-win once again with the operator, the public and the BLM.

