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Principle One – Siting
R. Sweeten: 

As you can see, I'm from Moab, and I don't have a whole lot of BLM land that looks like this, but I know we have it. I know if I was picking a cabin location, I'd want to put it right here, and that's the first thing I would like to discuss is location. Location, location, location. One of the most important tools we use to reduce visual contrast is picking the best location. Many times we may have a site that's in the improper location, no matter what we do, no matter what color we paint it, no matter how we minimize, shield or screen it, we're not going to be able to minimize for the visual impacts. 

The first thing we need to ask ourselves is, is this the best spot? In many locations, or a few locations, such as this, we have some sensitive areas where this may not be the best location. We might want to avoid it altogether. One other principle we have in location is identifying the land forms and locations we have that we may want to avoid. In this particular instance it's a ridge line. We want to avoid placing facilities along a ridge line. When we place a facility along a ridge line, it sky lines that facility. I know there are some of you that have plenty of them painted blue, we'll make it blend into the sky. We don't condone that. We don't ask you to do that. What happens is along comes the white cloud, the storm cloud and we have this funny blue thing protruding into the sky. We need to paint this to match into the land form but want to avoid that situation altogether and don't put it on the ridge line. We also need to take into consideration where we're viewing this from. Are we viewing it from a superior, inferior position? Is it going to be back dropped? We may have something on a ridge line but it's going to be back dropped. 

As a general rule, avoid putting them on ridge lines. That may be different in the case of a road. This particular road is placed along the side of this Mesa and it casts the material off and it creates a cut and fill whereas if it was located along the top, it would for the most part not be visually denied. -- evident. Another principle that's very helpful is using distance to your advantage. Many times just moving something a little further away from the area that you're viewing it from will greatly mitigation for visuals. For instance, in this particular instance, if this was a road that I was standing on and this was the view, and we placed this juniper green pump jack right here in this location, it would be quite prominent in the in the view. Instead we move it back, it for the most part disappears to be casual observer. This is a very effective method. Just move it a little further back. Sometimes that might mean a little more road and a little more disturbance in that arena, but if done properly this can work very well. Next, we need to avoid prominent features. What is a prominent feature? I think many of us can think -- well, take a minute. Do you have features or landmarks in your area, office, that have names that for the most part the general public understands what they were, if you were giving directions and told someone where to go you might use that feature? That's a pretty good indication that that feature has some prominence to the public. You would try to avoid it. This one happens to be in the Monticello field office, Moab field office. My kids call it turtle rock. That doesn't mean you have to avoid every rock that looks like a turtle, but if you know this area -- this feature is a prominent landmark, you might want to avoid it, at least putting something in an area where it would be in the viewshed of the people who view it. 

The next principle we would like to talk about is taking advantage of the topography and the natural screens that exist there. If you could move the location to take better advantage of screening such as vegetation or an existing swale or land form behind a ridge or bend, do it. You just need to go out and take a look at the land and be familiar with it. Get out and get some mud on your shoes. If you need to move it 100 yards to this location or that location, that time just moving it to take advantage of screening women make it completely disappear. This is -- screening will make it disappear. You need to take into consideration where you're viewing this particular site from? Where are the most people viewing it from? Perhaps what time of day, what time of the year? Take all those things into consideration when you do this. Once again, if you can take advantage of natural screening, do so. Sometimes some of you live in areas that there's not a lot of vegetation, there may not even be a whole lot of change in the land form and you might want to consider something like a berm or a man-made screen. This can be effective. Every once in a while it can backfire but take that into consideration and use common sense. 

Another thing we need to consider in location is what is the greater plan? I spoke about this. We may be approving one or two wells at this point, but do they have the intention to come forward with 20, 25? One or two wells along a scenic byway most likely we can meet that visual threshold and we can make it work. But if we know there's going to be more, we need into take into consideration where these locations are. We might put one or two next to the road and people might drive by them and they'll forget about them. But if there's going to be a constant reminder to the people who are driving along this road that oil and gas or the facility we're working on is going to be here and it's every 8th of a mile, then we might need to consider those cumulative impacts. For instance, in this particular instance one or two wells in this scene, well, it's pretty obvious. We need to take into consideration the road system. When we locate something it's not just the production pad. It is the roads and the facilities and the rights-of-ways that are going to need to be used to connect that pad. How is that going to happen? If we plan the road system we can many times reduce the amount of surface disturbance, but also we can reduce the construction costs, the maintenance costs. We can make this a win-win for everybody. We need to avoid straight lines in many cases as we've talked about trying to mimic the features in the landscape, as is identified in this photo. Instead of taking a straight line to the site, the particular route follows the contours the landscape and it blends in very well. I have an example of this. I was working on a seismic project in Moab, and we asked that the large seismic trucks with their big tires to work in a syrup unteen -- serpentine fashion. Then the person that came along to do the follow-up and bring them their lunch or whatever drove this six-wheeled ATV vehicle in a straight line right along the route. What was seen? It wasn't what the large vehicles drove. It was that ATV and it made a big difference. Avoid those straight lines and try to work with the contours in the landscape. Also when you're planning for your roads, if you found a better location than the road that exists and you put it in, such as in this photograph, make sure you go back and reclaim the existing road so that we don't have this proliferation of roads and things that don't get fixed or reclaimed. If you don't just feel like you have to use the existing route, it may not be safe. That particular route may need to be fixed, or when you put in a new route, make sure your mitigation measures are safe and maintainable, because this is obviously an important factor we need to take into consideration. But choose the best location that meets the safety and maintenance needs and also best needs that mitigate for the visual impacts. And just the bottom line, we need to work with the operator up front and early. 

As I mentioned earlier, don't drop this on their lap at the last minute. We need to meet with them 37 we need to be on the same page. In this particular instance, we may have met at the notice of staking and APD phase, this is a swell, if you put it in this location as opposed to this area, you will be able to mitigate for visual impacts, you will be able to make it invisible to the people who drive along the road. If you don't put in a straight road, it's going to break up that line. We can have a nice product and when this particular pad is put into production, if it goes that far, and it's painted the proper color and intermediate reclamation takes place, we'll have a good product.
