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Amy Galperin – Principle Six

Freeman's sixth principle talks about addressing to children, and says that when you are talking to children, you shouldn't dilute the program, but it should be a fundamentally different approach.  What does that mean, "fundamentally different approach"?  

Well, if you think about little preschoolers, kids 6 years old and under, how do they learn?  Those of you who are parents of that age children know that they really learn very quickly and can learn very complicated information through rhythm, through poetry, through songs, through dance.  Good nursery school teachers and people working with preschoolers know that they can teach very complicated concepts by having the kids sing.  

Most of us have learned the A, B, C's through ‑‑ (singing) A‑B‑C‑D‑E‑F‑G ‑‑ because that's the way our brains are set for learning at that preschool, young, before 6, you know, 6, 5 time.  Rhythm is what really, really counts in learning.

As we get older, in elementary school, our learning really changes, and we need to be doing, and the more we do, the better we learn.

So if I was teaching about flood control, I would actually have a wooden plaque with sand on it, and I would take a cup of water and pour that down that wooden plaque and have the kids watch the flood come and watch the sand move and watch the drain being created.  Doing helps your elementary school kids learn.  The more they do, the better the children learn.

When they get into junior high, well, junior high kids don't really want to be told anything, but a junior high kid loves to discover information by themselves.  So instead of telling them the information, you give them projects and say, "Okay, let's take the temperature in this site and compare it to this site and see how strongly influenced the trees are to this area in changing different habitats.  And let's test out the soil and see if the soil is different, and if there really is different habitats from under the tree and out in the opening."  They want to collect the information and come up with their own conclusions.

Once you get into high school and college age, the studies are showing that that age group learns best by getting involved.  If you want them to learn about natural history, they need to get involved.  They need to take monitor the situation, learn about the different birds, count the different birds, go out and build the trail.  Studies have shown that the more involved they get in community action, the more learning that takes place.  

The Boy Scouts got it right when they came up with the Eagle badge program and becoming an Eagle Scout.  When kids get involved at that age group at high school, involved in projects, that's where the learning comes.  

So Freeman Tilden's principle about needing a different approach to relate to children is talking about that.  Different age groups have different ways of learning, and that is the principles we have to go into when we're trying to teach to children. 

So those are Freeman Tilden's six principles, and if you were taking an interpretive class 20 years from now, you would have used his book, and that would have been the basics of your course.  But nowadays we're finding that it's even more than just his six principles, and we're learning better how to identify and create interpretation.  

