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Step 4:  NEPA Perspective – Mike Mayer

>> B. Frost: 

Great, Ken. Thanks a lot. Mike, do you have any comments on this?

>> M. Mayer: 

Sure. Models in a NEPA document can be viewed in a couple different ways. As the Adaptive Management Technical Guide describes and Ken just explained, a model is a way to compare and contrast your management action, and in terms of their costs, their benefits and their resource consequences. They can either be complex like detailed mathematical model about population dynamics of a particular species, or they could be a simple verbal description of impacts to resources. In the environmental process, NEPA process, the environmental analysis is really that second kind of model we've been talking about. It's a descriptive model. In the NEPA process we assess and predict the potential impacts and responses of specific components of the human environment to a specific management action or alternative. Now, the level of this analysis will vary, though we try to make it as quantitative as possible when the data is available. This analysis is critical to reducing the potential for subsequent environmental reviews that are lengthy. You may still need to go back and take a look at make sure your impact analysis is still holding true to what's happening on the ground but you may not have to go through a supplemental EIS process. This type of model ‑‑ like I said, this is the kind of model that's going to reduce the likelihood of that second situation of when you're finding new or significant information triggering that supplemental EIS. The other kind of model that should be integrated into your NEPA document is one that describes in more detail complexity the response of the resource being managed. This is the model that's going to help you describe your objectives, the actions you're going to take, the range of alternatives you're going to consider as well as your monitoring needs. Now, as we've discussed, it's important to have a clearly defined objectives. In order for Adaptive Management to be well integrated with your NEPA planning, you must that's provide a framework that clearly explains and anticipates the results of taking an action and what subsequent actions may be taken if your objectives are not being initially met. Then also, looking at those impacts of those subsequent actions. Now, a model can really help you in order to describe and predict these changes which will allow you then to talk about monitoring and looking at the data in order to adjust your action in the future. Bert?

>> B. Frost: 

Great, Mike. Thanks.
