	Example of Letter Notifying Tribe of Inadvertent Discovery

Mr.                 , Chairman
The Hopi Tribe
[address]

Dear Chairman                  :

This letter is to confirm the telephone call you received from                       of this office on April 15, 2009, notifying you that Native American human remains and an associated funerary object were inadvertently discovered during construction of the Trans-Arizona Pipeline project.  The human remains and funerary object were discovered on April 12, 2009, in the vicinity of Holbrook, Arizona, during excavation of the pipeline trench.  We are sending this notice in accordance with Section 3 of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) and its implementing regulations 43 CFR 10.4 and 10.5.

The discovered human remains consist of seven bone fragments.  The associated funerary object consists of 15 pottery sherds which appear to be from a single pot buried with the human remains.  The pottery is of a type made by Puebloan peoples from approximately 700-1100 A.D.  No final determination of cultural affiliation for the human remains and funerary object will be made until the discovery is examined further.  Any additional documentation used to identify affiliation will be supplied upon request.

We will determine the treatment and disposition of the discovered remains and object in consultation with the Hopi Tribe, the Pueblo of Zuni, and the Navajo Nation in accordance with Section 3 of NAGPRA and its implementing regulations 43 CFR 10.5 and 10.6.  We wish to initiate consultation with you at this time.

We would be pleased to meet with you or other representatives of the Hopi Tribe at the Hopi Tribal offices at 10:00 a.m. on April 16, 2009, if this would be convenient for you.  If you would prefer another time or location, or would prefer to discuss this matter by telephone, please let us know.  We would appreciate your confirming our proposed meeting time and location, or suggesting alternative arrangements, by contacting my staff archaeologist,                     , at your earliest convenience.  Mr. (Ms.) (Dr.)                      may be reached at (602)                  .   We appreciate your consideration and look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Field Manager


cc:	Leigh Kuwanwiswima,
NAGPRA Coordinator,
The Hopi Tribe



