
Sections 2 and 3 (Module 2)  
 
Slide 1:  Title Slide 
I’m Debby Crouse from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s endangered species program in Arlington, 
Virginia.  For more than 30 years – in state government and non-governmental organizations, and the 
past 13 years with our agency’s recovery branch – I’ve worked on endangered species recovery issues.  
My field work has encompassed everything from sea turtles to mountain gorillas to Monarch butterflies.  
Now I focus on policy for the recovery of endangered and threatened species. 

I’m joining you to talk about the origins of the Endangered Species Act and the principles on which it is 
founded.  How this program evolved is a fascinating story.  It sets the foundation for all we do, and for 
all that we’ll discuss in this training. 

Let’s consider our objective for this session. 

Slide 2:  Objective 
In the last module, we learned of the legal foundations for the Endangered Species Act, and a number of 
terms and concepts related to law and policy. 

Let’s learn about the values that fish, wildlife, and plants provide to the Nation and how the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 protects them. 

Specifically, we’ll seek for you to identify the value to the United States of species and habitat, and the 
purposes of the Act and Congressional policy with which we work under Section 2 of the Act. 

Slide 3:  Topics 
We’ll start with section 2, which includes the findings, purposes, and policy of the act.  Then we will 
proceed to section 3 for a discussion of basic definitions and we’ll have some exercises for you to test 
your mastery of this section. 


