
Slide 18:  Conclusion 
In conclusion, critical habitat is an important part of this course and the ESA. 
If you will remember, the objective of this section was… 
 
Slide 19:  Objective 
For you to be able to given a scenario involving an area with the necessary environmental factors to 
support a species, recognize if that area is “critical” based on the requirements listed in Section 4 of the 
ESA of 1973.  
 
In order to get you to that objective we covered several important topics and had you complete a 
couple of exercises.  
 
Slide 20:  Review 
Here are the key, take-home facts: 

• Critical habitat must be considered for all domestic listed species, if prudent and determinable. 
• If critical habitat is designated, it must identify features essential for conservation of the species 
• Critical habitat is a recovery tool; however 
• It does not create a preserve or park and only has a regulatory effect on Federal agencies. 

 
At this point, as you conduct your daily tasks – you should be able to explain what critical habitat is and 
how it can benefit endangered or threatened species. You should also be able to judge who might be 
affected by a critical habitat designation. 
 
Slide 20:  Finish 
Good luck in the next section on Recovery Planning and Implementation 
 
 


