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Citizen Suits (slides 17 - 18) 
 
Citizen Suits 
 
Anyone can file a civil suit against anyone or the Federal Government for a violation of the Endangered 
Species Act, to compel enforcement of the Act against those who take resident listed species in any 
state, or for failure to list when it is not discretionary.  Federal district courts hear and rule on these suits 
and can compel the government to act. 
  
A citizen can’t sue the government without giving 60 days’ notice, unless there is an emergency posing 
significant risk to a threatened or endangered species.  Also, citizen lawsuits can’t be brought if the 
government is prosecuting a criminal case or is in the process of acting on a listing or a case. 
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Time for Exercises (slides 19) 
 
Time for Exercises 
 
Our exercises begin with the next slide.  You’ll be provided with a series of questions to test how well 
you’ve mastered the content in this module on Section 11 of the Endangered Species Act covering 
Penalties and Enforcement.     
 
 


