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Module 8: Purpose 

The purpose of this module is to introduce 
many of the smaller, yet still important, 
sections in ESA and provide the location 
where additional information may be 
obtained.
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Purpose

The purpose of this module is to introduce many of the 
smaller, yet still important, sections in ESA and provide 
the location where additional information may be 
obtained.

Credit:  USFWS Credit:  USFWS

Section 6 provides the basis for cooperation 
between the Federal and State governments to 
promote native species conservation.

Credit:  Gerald Vickers/USFWS
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Section 8 authorizes the US government to provide 
financial and personnel assistance to foreign 
governments to conserve, protect, and recover listed 
species around the world.

Credit:   Chris Best/USFWS

Section 8A identifies the authority for the US 
involvement in two international wildlife conservation 
treaties:  the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
and the Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife 
Preservation in the Western Hemisphere (the Western 
Convention).

Credit:  istockphoto.com

Section 17 describes the interaction between the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and ESA.

Credit:  Flickr.com
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Sections not covered in this lesson include

• Section  5 – Land Acquisition

• Section 12 – Endangered Plants

• Section 13 – Conforming Amendments

• Section 14 – Repealer

• Section 15 – Authorization of Appropriations

• Section 16 – Effective Date

• Section 18 – Annual Cost Analysis by the FWS

Sections 6, 8, 8A, 17

Credit:  Gary M. Stolz/USFWS

Section 6:  Cooperation with States

–recognizes the key role States play in conserving 
native wildlife and plants

–emphasizes Federal-State partnerships

–authorizes Cooperative Agreements and grants-in-aid 
to states
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Section 6:  Cooperation with the States

• Funding Opportunities 

– Cooperative Agreements – funds both habitat and 
species conservation actions that contribute toward 
recovery;  and  for conservation actions that benefit 
candidate species.

– Four  granting programs provided to States and 
Territories for conservation actions on non-Federal 
lands. 

Credit:  USFWS

1. Conservation Grants

implement conservation projects 
for listed, candidates, and at-risk 
species. 

– habitat restoration, surveys, 
education and outreach, 
captive propagation and 
reintroduction programs, 
research, and management 
plan development.

Credit:  Donna A. Dewhurst

Section 6:  Cooperation with the States

Section 6: Cooperation with the States

2. Recovery Land Acquisition Grants
habitat acquisition in support of draft and approved 
recovery plans.

– Habitat acquisition to secure long-term protection, 
for listed species, and also may benefit candidate 
species. 

Credit:  USFWS
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Section 6: Cooperation with the States

3. Habitat Conservation Planning  (HCP) Assistance 
Grants

– HCP development through support of baseline 
surveys and inventories, document preparation, 
outreach, and similar planning activities.

Credit:  Otto Jose

Section 6: Cooperation with the States

4. Habitat Conservation Plan Land Acquisition Grants

– land acquisition associated with approved HCPs.

– Land acquisition for species and for ecosystems 
that support listed, and at-risk species.

– support conservation actions by State or local         
governments that complement mitigation.

Credit:  John Clecker, USFWS
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• Allows the US to provide:  

-financial assistance to foreign countries 
for conservation of listed species.  

-personnel and financial assistance for 
training foreign personnel and for 
research and law enforcement.

Credit:  Flickr.com

Section 8: International Cooperation
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Section 8A:  Convention 
Implementation

Authorizes the United States’ participation in two key 
international wildlife conservation treaties:  

• the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) 

• the Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife 
Preservation in the Western Hemisphere (the 
Western Convention).

Credit:  Flickr.com

Section 17:  Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972:

“Except as otherwise provided in this Act, no provision of 
this Act shall take precedence over any more restrictive 
conflicting provision of the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act of 1972.”

Credit:  Kevin Bell

Module 8: Conclusion

Credit:  Tami  Heilemann
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Conclusion 

The purpose of this module is to introduce many of the 
smaller, yet still important, sections in ESA and provide 
the location where additional information may be 
obtained.

Credit:  Gary M. Stolz

Review

Section 6:  US cooperates with State(s) to conserve 
native species through funding and grants.  

Credit:  Robert H. Pos

Review

Section 8 and 8A:  International Cooperation to 
protect endangered species through funding, training, 
personnel, and treaties

Section 17 – ESA does not trump the more restrictive 
MMPA

Credit:  USFWS


