
OTHER   FEDERAL   LAWS

Listing Of Laws With A Brief Notation
General Mining Law 1872 (30 USC  22--47) Opened up “valuable “ mineral deposits to free and open exploration and purchase.  Lands above caves and caves themselves can have mining claims placed on them.

Antiquities Act 1906 (16 USC 431) protects cultural resources, court ruling in 1974 disabled the criminal stature of this law. Which led to the 1979 law, is the law which was used by President Clinton to create our new National Monuments. This law has little use since additional antiquity  protection was granted by other laws in 1966 and 1979.

Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 (30 USC 181- -263)  Bat guano categorized as a phosphate??, which is leaseable.  In the far past some caves on public lands have been leased for bat guano extraction. 

Materials Act of 1947 (30 USC 601-604, 611-615) Amends mining laws by listing of common varieties not deemed as valuable minerals under the mining laws, such as sand, gravel, decorative rock, building stone, etc.

Recreation and Public Purposes Act 1954 (43 USC 869)
The Multiple Surface Use Act 1955 (30 USC 521-531, 541-541i) Restricted surface rights on un-patented mining claims. Allowed for other uses on mining claims such as grazing.  Removed sand, gravel stone, and common variety minerals from location. These mineral are available under the Materials Act of 1947.

Classification and Multiple Use Act 1960 (16 USC 528) Gave recreation its official status as a Bureau program. Soon afterward funding for recreation programs began.

Wilderness Act 1964 (16 USC 1131-1136)
Land and Water Conservation Fund 1964 (16 USC 460L-L11) Provides funding for state and local parks and expanded federal land acquisition programs for recreation.

National Historic Preservation Act 1966 (16 USC 470 & 16 USC 469) adopted in 1974 when regulation came out.  Created the National Register of Historic Places, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, required agencies to account for the effects of undertakings on register properties.  Served as the model for NEPA.

National Environmental Policy Act 1969 (42 USC 4371) requires BLM to analyze environmental impacts of its actions before land use decisions are made. 

Clean Air Act 1970 (42 USC 7609) initial focus on automobiles and point source pollution, many state adopted regulations controlling burning on federal lands. Amendments  in 1975 and 1977with prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) regulations Established three classes of clean air regions for the nation.  Class I pristine areas with no deterioration, Class II areas permitted to undergo moderate changes, Class III areas where development was allowed, up to the secondary national standards given in the act.  Class I Natl. Parks, Natl. Monuments, and Wilderness, Class I other public lands.  Underground Wilderness (caves) Class I areas.

Executive Order 11593 1971? Protection of cultural resources.... naming cultural resources as one of BLM’s multiple use responsibilities and focusing in on the role on inventory in planning and management

Endangered Species Act 1973 (16 USC 1531) requires BLM to protect endangered species and their habitat and to consult with the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Freedom of Information Act 1974 (5 USC 552) Provides the public the right of access to federal agency records, unless protected from disclosure.  The Federal Cave Protection Law provides for this protection in some cases.

Sites Act of 1974  Promoted federal/state cooperation in managing wildlife habitat. Source of our Habitat Management Plans (HMP)

Federal Land Policy and Management Act 1976 (43 USC 1701) multiple use management (one of which is cave resources), land use planning, BLM wilderness review, public involvement, interdisciplinary  management approach, inventories of public lands, and much much more........

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 1977 (30 USC 1201)
Federal Magistrate Act 1979     Gave BLM rangers authority to issue violation notices for misdemeanors. See also FLMPA Sec.303.

Archaeological Resources Protection Act 1979 (16 USC 1531) boosting the Antiquities Act’s misdemeanor offenses to felonies. Addressed dealer and collectors as well as diggers.

National Cave Protection Act of 1986 (16 USC 4301-4309) discussed in detail by Ron Kerbo in section 1B.

Clean Water act of 1977 (33 USC 1251)
Federal Water Pollution Control Act  (33 USC 1251) originally focused on industrial pollution in urban areas and on oil spills. Amended in 1976 to address water pollution from forest and range management activities.  Examples;  grazing impacts to ground water quality, water infiltration impacts from over grazing, flooding from over grazing, dead cows dumped in sinkholes, Lomix feed tanks in karst areas (Chosa Draw).


Code of Federal Regulations
43 CFR Part 3       Preservation of Antiquities
43 CFR Part 7       Protection of Archaeological Resources
43 CFR Part10      Native American grave Protection
43 CFR Part 11     Natural Resource Damage Assessment Oil spill damage to natural resources.

43 CFR Part 37     Cave Management   All parts.

43 CFR Part 2300 Withdrawals   From mineral entry - Claims

43  CFR Part 6200 Protection and Preservation of Natural Values
43 CFR Part 8200  Natural History Resource Management Natural Areas, Paleontological resources, protection of natural history resource values.

43 CFR Park 8300 Recreation Management Applies to recreation elements of cave management and also addresses’s vandalism, and destruction or negative impacts to cave resources from the public.

43 CFR Part 8341. Conditions of recreation use

43 CFR Part 8344  Recreation Permits.

43 CFR Part 8350.  Recreation Management Areas.

43 CFR Part 8351.2-1 Special Recreation Rules

43 CFR Part 8360.  Visitor Services

43 CFR Part 8365.   Rules of conduct  - recreation.

43 CFR Part 8365.1-6    Provides for the establishment of supplemental rules for the protection of resources and the public.

43 CFR Part 8365.1-7   State and local laws shall apply and be enforced on federal lands.

43 CFR Part 8365.2-1 to 2-5   Deals with developed recreation sites (gated or developed caves), contains rules of conduct. 

43 CFR Part 8372.0-7.   Enforcement, cave permit violations, penalties.

43 CFR Part 8372.1 to 5   Recreation permits.

43 CFR Part 9229 Trespass - Removal of cave minerals - cave damage, etc.

43 CFR Part 9268.3 (2)(c) Recreation Program Operations - Rules of conduct

