INFORMATION BULLETIN

To:       All BLM

From:     WO - 250

Subject:  Cave Information Requests

Recent requests for specific information regarding cave locations and contents have been received in several BLM offices.  Due to the sensitivity of caves and their resources this type of information should not be given out to the public and is prohibited by The Federal Cave Resources Protection Act (FCRPA) of 1988.  This applies to those caves that have been designated as significant or are pending evaluation or designation as significant.  This type of information is not subject to the freedom of Information Act in accordance with Section 5 of the FCRPA. 

The Federal Resources Protection Act, states;

Under 16 USC 4304, Sec 5. "Confidentiality of Information concerning nature and location of significant caves".

 (a) In General ‑ Information concerning the specific location of any significant cave may not be made available to the public.

The Code of Federal Regulations further defines the safeguarding of this type of information.

43 CFR Part 37, subsection 12 Confidentiality of cave location information

(a) Information disclosure  No Department of Interior employee shall disclose information that could be used to determine the location of any significant cave or cave under consideration  for determination, unless the authorized officer determines that disclosure will further the purposes of the Act and will not create a substantial risk to cave resources of harm, theft, or destruction.

(b) Requesting confidential information   The authorized officer may make confidential cave information available to Federal or State governmental agency, bona fide educational or research institute, or individual or organization assisting the land managing agency with cave management activities.  To request confidential cave information, such entities shall make a written

request to the authorized officer that includes the following:

(1) Name, address and telephone number of the individual responsible for the security of the information received.

(2) Legal description of the area for which the information is sought.

(3) A statement of the purpose for which the information is sought, and 

(4) Written assurances that the requesting party will maintain the confidentiality of the information and protect the cave and its resources.

(c)  Decision final Decisions to permit or deny access to confidential cave information are made at the sole discretion of the authorized officer and are not subject to further administrative review or appeal.

If requests are received for specific cave information these requests should be forwarded to the appropriate staff personnel responsible for cave resources management.  That person should determine if the information requested is confidential according to the laws and regulations and draft an appropriate response.  If there is any doubt as to whether the information requested is confidential contact Jim Goodbar (505)234-5929 for further guidance.  General information regarding caving safety, conservation, and ethics may be given out.  Recently published brochures and Leave No Trace information on this subject are available through Leave No Trace Inc.  For more information concerning cave safety and the fragile nature of caves contact The National Speleological Society, 2813 Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810, (205) 852-1300.  

For further information on this information bulletin contact Jim Goodbar (505)234-5929.     

