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L. Cave and Karst Resources
Land Use Plan Decisions: Identify Significant Caves as mandated by the Federal Cave

Resources Protection Act of 1988. Criteria for identification of Significant Caves is set forth in 43 CFR Part 37 Subpart B (c). If it is determined that a cave meets these criteria, it must be designated as significant as set forth in 43 CFR Part 37 Subpart B (f).

For each designated Significant Cave, consider whether or not an administrative designation (e.g., Area of Critical Environmental Concern) is needed to provide adequate protection for significant cave resources (see III. Special Designations). Regardless, it is vital that both management objectives and setting prescriptions be set for each designated Significant Cave.  Management objectives should be outcome based (i.e., not facility or project based).  Setting prescriptions should specify conditions needed to facilitate achievement of those objectives.

Implementation Decisions: Address four basic but broad types of cave and karst resource

management actions for all Significant Caves:

1. Management (resources, visitors and facilities);

2. Marketing (outreach, information and education, promotion, interpretation, and

    environmental education);

3. Monitoring (social, environmental and administrative indicators and standards); and

4. Administration (regulatory, permit/fee/fiscal, data management, and customer liaison).

All BLM implementing actions must be conditioned by the specific management objectives and accompanying setting prescriptions incorporated within land use plan decisions for each Significant Cave.

Notices, Consultation, and Hearings: Certain actions involving impacts to cave and karst

resources may require consultation and coordination with other federal, state and local

government agencies, and nongovernmental organizations or individuals as mandated by:

Section 4 of the Federal Cave Resources Protection Act; Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act; and Section 8 of the Public Rangeland Improvement Act.
