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Roswell District Office: Closure of Access
Agency: Bureau of Land Management
Action: Notice of closure of public access and determination of special areas.

Decision: Notice is hereby given relating to the closure of public access to gated caves located on lands under administration of the Roswell District Office, Bureau of Land Management. Public access and use of these caves will be limited to specifically authorized permits. This restriction has been made in the interest of public health and safety or for the preservation and protection of public lands and resources. 

This closure is made under authority contained in 43 U.S.C. 1201 and regulations contained in 43 CFR 8364.1-1. 

Notice is also given that these caves have been determined to be "special areas." in accordance with provisions containing in 43 CFR 8372.1-2, and require special management and control measures for their protection.  Special recreation permits are required for the use of these areas but permit fees are waived for noncommercial and noncompetitive recreational uses. The issuance of special recreation permits is authorized by the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, as amended. The areas affected by this closure consist of all surface areas and subsurface passages enclosed by entrance gates and/or boundary fences at the following named caves: Agogino Cave, Honest Injun Cave, Big Manhole Cave, Jurnigan #1 Cave, Blue Tick Cave, Jurnigan #2 Cave, Doc Brito Cave, Little Sand Cave, Dry Cave, Lost Cave, Endless Cave, Manhole Cave, Feather Cave, McKittrick Cave, Fort Stanton Cave, Sand Cave, Hick's (Wind) Cave, Torgac Cave.

These caves have been identified with signs which contain the cave name, specify that entrance is allowed by permit only, and contain the address of the administering Bureau of Land Management office. 
The previously named caves have been physically closed to public access since 1975, except through issuance of a specifically authorized entrance permit. Restricted use of these caves was required since they contained fragile mineral formations, sensitive animal species, cultural or paleontological resources, or presented severe hazards to public health and safety. Due to continued vandalism, unauthorized entry, littering, and destruction of fragile resources in these caves it has been deemed necessary to affect a legal closure to complement existing physical barriers to public entry. Present administrative penalties have not been commensurate with the severe resource damage that has occurred. A legal closure and attendant criminal penalties will provide BLM greater flexibility in protecting these public resources.

This notice and land closure become effective upon publication in the Federal Register July 17, 1980) and will remain in effect until rescinded or modified by the State Director. Violations of this closure order are punishable upon conviction by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment of not more than 12 months, or both. 
ADDRESS: For further information about this closure, contact the following BLM office: Roswell District Office, Bureau of Land Management. 1717 W. Second  Street. P.O. Box: 1397, Roswell, New Mexico 88201.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: James O'Connor. District Manager at the Roswell, New Mexico address or call (505) 622-7670. 
Arthur W. Zimmerman,

State Director
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