B. Why Interpret?

BLM sites and resources are so powerful because they convey many different things to many different
people. These sites are preserved because they mean something to people.

Me anings: e Can be defined at a personal or national level
e Answer the question, "Why is this place important?"
e Determine the preservation of a site

Inter'pretlve talk with family (Yaquina Head)

Interpretation helps visitors explore the meanings of our sites and resources.

Interpreters help visitors understand why a site has been set aside — why it has national or social

significance. Interpreters also help visitors discover what the site means to them as individuals — its
relevance to their own lives.

For those visitors who already relate to a site or resource, interpretation offers opportunities to discover
broader understanding or to see the site with new eyes.

"It is true that each preserved monument ‘speaks for itself.” But unfortunately it speaks in
a language that the average visitor cannot comprehend.

Beauty and the majesty of natural forces need no interlocutor. They constitute a personal
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spiritual experience. But when the question is “‘why?’ or “what?’ or ‘how did this come to
be?’ [Interpreters] must have the answers.

And this requires both patient research and the development of a program fitted to a great
variety of needs.”

— Freeman Tilden, circa 1958

There are three basic reasons to provide interpretation: to fulfill a mission, to highlight national
significance, and to enable the development of personal relevance for a visitor.
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Interpretive table with kids (CA Coastal National Monument)

"In the end, we conserve only what we love. We will love only what we
understand. We will understand only what we are taught.”

- Baba Dioum, Senegalese Poet

Most sites offering personal services or interpretive products seek to preserve sites and resources. Heritage
sites seek to preserve cultural heritage. Nature sites seek to preserve the natural environment. Museums
seek to preserve collections and artifacts.
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The Bureau of Land Management’s mission is “to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of America's
public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.” Interpretation aids this mission
by helping the public find relevance in their public lands and providing stewardship and preservation efforts
so that the resource will be available to future generations.

Visitors who discover significance and personal relevance in
a site are more inclined to participate in preserving a site's
resources so that future generations can enjoy them.

Leaving a site and its resources untouched or untaken, picking up trash, putting money in a donation box,
joining a cooperating association or friends group, volunteering — these are likely outcomes of deeper
connections to BLM sites and resources. These deeper connections are facilitated by interpretation.

Significance
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Interpretive talk with children (Canyons of the Ancients)

“Each resource, private or public, subtle or obvious, has enough relevance (spoken
powerfully to enough people or powerfully enough to a few people) to have
achieved protected status”

- David Larson. 2003

What would it mean to you if the Acropolis were turned into condominiums, if the Louvre became a
shopping mall, or if an important ecosystem were paved? Whether you have visited these sites or simply
care about them, you can likely recognize their social significance. All protected sites hold some significance
to our society, and this is why we seek to preserve them.
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Providing visitors with opportunities to form their own connections to the significance of a site or resource
should help them care about it. Caring about a site is the first step toward caring for it.

Relevance

L s
Interpretive activity with children

Through interpretation, a site and its resources can change

from a pleasant background to something filled with
wonder.

Just as there are many motivations for visiting a site, there are countless ways visitors may find meaning
and value at a site.

Interpreters must respect the variety of experiences visitors seek. An interpreter must develop skills in
order to create opportunities for meaningful connections to a site and its resources.
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