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Ifthe BLM is not a cooperating agency in the preparation ofan EIS, you may adopt it after
recirculating the document consistent with the following requirements:

e Ifthe BLM proposed action is substantially the same as the action covered by the other
agency's EIS, you can adopt the EIS after recirculating the document as a final EIS.

When recirculating the final EIS, you must identify the BLM proposed action (40 CEFR
1506.3(b)).

o Ifthe BLM adopts an EIS that is not final within the agency that prepared it, or if the
action the EIS assesses is the subject ofa referral or if the adequacy of the EIS is the
subject of judicial action that is not final, the BLM must indicate its status in the
recirculated draft and final EIS (40 CFR 1506.3(¢c)).

54.2 Adopting Another Agency’s EA

You may use another agency’s EA fora BLM FONSI and BLM decision-making after adopting
the EA, consistent with the following requirements (see CEQ Guidance Regardine NEPA
Regulations, 48 Fed. Reg. 34263 (Julv 28. 1983)):

¢ The BLM must independently evaluate the information contained in the EA, and take full
responsibility for its scope and content. You must evaluate the information contained in
the EA to ensure that it adequately addresses environmental impacts of the BLM’s
proposed action and ensure that the EA to be adopted satisfies the BLM’s own NEPA
procedures. Ifthe BLM has acted as a cooperating agency, you must ensure that any
concerns which it has raised during the process of preparing the EA have been adequately
addressed (CEQ Guidance Regarding NEPA Regulations, 48 Fed. Reo. 34263 (July 28.
1983)). An interdisciplinary team may be useful in evaluating another agency’s EA for
adoption.

e Ifyouconclude that environmental impacts are adequately addressed, you must issue
your own FONSI to document your formal adoption of the EA, and your conclusions
regarding the adequacy of the EA (CEQ Guidance Regarding NIEPA Regulations, 48 Fed.
Reg. 34263 (July 28. 1983)). In certain limited circumstances, you must publish or
otherwise make the FONSI available for public review for thirty days (see section 8.4.2,

The Finding of No Significant Impact).

* You must prepare your own decision record in accordance with program-specific
requirements following adoption of the EA and the issuance of the FONSI (see section
8.5, The Decision Record).
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