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LESSON OVERVIEW

Welcome to Lesson 3 which provides a
summary of the other record system
components including the Use Plat and
Supplemental Plat purposes. You'll
learn how to read Historical and Control
Document Indexes as well as the Serial
Register Page and notations.

Welcome to Lesson 3 which provides a summary of the other record system components
including the Use Plat and Supplemental Plat purposes. You'll learn how to read Historical and
Control Document Indexes as well as the Serial Register Page andnotations.

10f16



BLM: Land Status Lesson 3 Study Guide

Objectives

At the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

® Summarize the specific purposes for a Use Plat
and Supplemental Plat

@ Describe the Historical Index, Contral Document
Index, and Serial Register Page

At the end of this lesson, you will be able to: summarize the specific purposes for a Use Plat and
Supplemental Plat, and describe the Historical Index, Control Document Index, and Serial
Register Page.

MNATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS

Topic 1

Use Plats and Supplemental Plats

Topic 1: Use Plats and Supplemental Plats
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— __ . Use Pla'
i ® Contains same information on MTP

@ Specific uses that affect status of land and
resources

R&PP Lease Use Plat
Coal Lease Coal Plat
Sodium Lease Sod Plat

Geothermal Lease Geo Plat

Qil and Gas Lease OG Plat

In addition to containing the same information that is on the MTP, the Use Plat is used for specific
uses that affect the status of land and resources. Some specific lease uses for which a separate
Use Plat would be generated are: R&PP with a Use Plat, Coal with a Coal Plat , Sodium with a
Sod Plat, Geothermal with a Geo Plat, and Oil and Gas with a OGPlat.

Leases Drafted onto MTPs and Use Plats:

Recreation and public purpose (R&PP) and

airport leases
SO 9 _
I I
I |
I I
I U-1234 I
Airport Lse
(ESEE T e J

Two types of leases that are drafted onto both the MTP and the Use Plat are leases for recreation
and public purpose (R&PP) and airportleases.
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Supplemental Plat
® Drawn to a larger scale than MTP
® Drawn at a scale of 10 chains to 1 inch

PARTALLY SUFVEVED TOWNSHP 10 T RANGE 1 WEST 0 8 ® Made when information or actionin a
congested area or too complicated to show

& e S il smaniol Blot ® Remove title and survey information from
No. 1 section being supplemented

The supplemental plat is a plat drawn to a larger scale than the MTP. It is usually drawn at a
scale of 10 chains to 1 inch. These plats are made when the information or action to be platted is
in a congested area or is too complicated to show at the normal 30 chain scale. When a plat is
generated for this reason, all title and survey information will be removed from the section being

supplemented. The words "See Supplemental Plat" are drafted below the section number on the
MTP.

SkillCheck

True or False: Supplemental plats are used when the information or action to be platted is in a
congested area or is too complicated to show at the normal 30 chain scale.

s A True
B. False

Correct Answer: True
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MNATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS

Topic 2

Historical Index

Topic 2: Historical Index

Applications Noted to HI Only When They Segregate Land

. . Heading Identical to MTP Heading
Historical Index (HI)
@ Chronological listing of all actions

affecting use/title to public land and
resources for each township TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH RANGE 1 EAST OF THE GILA AND SALT RIVER MER.IDIAN, ARIZONA

. | = E8501 ‘.- i _M__I:IE-:E = —

TOWNSHIP 2 WORTH RANGE | EAST OF THE GILA AWD SALT RIVER MERIDUAN, ARZONA |[
1

) > [N =TT ) g g | ——

® Ledger-type document with notations 1 x Er
elaborating on MTP information - =

dudd

@ Today created with office automation -
software = e e e

® Results available as image file via the X (RSN aats s -
Internet

@ One for each MTP

@ Series of columns for entering land status
information for the township

I
:

ufh-

i

EEERENCCEROEE

T

| TleE

The Historical Index (HI) is a chronological listing of all actions that affect the use or title to public
land and resources for each township. Applications are noted to the HI only when they segregate
the land. It is a ledger-type document that consists of notations that elaborate on the information
shown on the MTP. Originally, Hls were typed onto vellum forms utilizing large carriage
typewriters. Today, Hls are created using a variety of office automation software, which varies
from state to state. However, the result is an image file which is available via the Internet with the
MTPs. There is an HI for each MTP. The heading of the Index is identical to the heading of the
MTP. The HI consists of a series of columns for entering land status information for the township.
We will explain the columns starting with the left-handcolumn.
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Multiple Sections Listed on Separate Lines in Numerical Sequence

- TOWNSHIP 2 MORTH RANGE | EAST OF THE GILA AND SALT RIVER MERIDUAN, ARIZONA

SUBDIVISIO% 3 ==t

NE 1/4
NE | NW SW SE| NE

AIARAIEER
BRI RIR AL
i

i
iHlifl
13303

OR TRACT

SECTION

]

T
-

!
t
i

T T AT I

m’ﬁh

,._
£

B[4 LR

1 i |l

The first column lists the section(s) or tract number(s) involved in a case. When a caseinvolves
multiple sections, each section number is listed on a separate line in a numerical sequence.

Broken into Three Sub-Parts

Aliquol Parts | —— TOWNSHP 2 NORTH RANGE | EAST OF THE GILA AND SALT RIVER MERIDUAN, ARIZONA
; e P T T Y T I I
® Shown with an X and indicates a =
quarter-quarter (40 acres) of a section SUBDIVISION [
and its location NE1/d | NWii4 | swid | Send | LOTS OTHER DESCRIPTION ||
[hE N SE|WE]N = A B2 MEm s£| FOR ORDER R
LI
LOTS

il

® Denotes, by number, lots within section

OTHER DESCRIPTION
a) “See Remarks”

i
1
H
o
H
i
:
H
i

b) Land descriptions which do not fit into
aliquot parts or lots column

c) Akey township or other township citation

IR

d) “All" referring to section notation

i
4
1
i
[
[
3
3
H
1
H
1
|
[
H
"
H
1
H

I
;

i
0
i
i

The next column is titled Subdivision. It is broken into three sub-parts: aliquot parts, lots, and
other descriptions. Aliquot parts are shown with an X in the column. Each X indicates a quarter-
guarter, or 40 acres of a section, and its location in the section. The column titled LOTS is for
denoting, by number, the lots within the section in the case. The column tited OTHER
DESCRIPTION may contain the following information: a) “See Remarks”, b) land descriptions
which do not fit into aliquot parts or the lots column, c) a key township or other township citation,
and d) the word “All" referring to the sectionnotation.
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Acreage of Case for Township

TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH RANGE | EAST OF THE GILA AND SALT RIVER MERIDUAN, ARIZONA

IPTION

ACRES

T T

INCHGE

Kind of Entry or Purpose of Order
® Explains action taken

® Uses abbreviations without periods
whenever possible

@ Contains information about type of
document filed

it ot

KIND OF ENTRY
-OR -
PURPOSE OF ORDER

ST Pat Small Tract Patent ! = e ——
HE Pat Homestead Entry Patent i = =

CE Pat Cash Entry Patent x ;}3 =

OG Lse Oil and Gas Lease : i = e
PX Apin Private Exchange Application - T_‘ - =

[
i

The column for Kind of Entry or Purpose of Order explains the action that was taken.
Abbreviations without periods are used whenever possible in the column. The column contains
information about the type of document filed. For example, such abbreviations in the column may
include: ST Pat — Small Tract Patent, HE Pat — Homestead Entry Patent, CE Pat — Cash Entry
Patent, OG Lse — Oil and Gas Lease, and PX Apln — Private Exchange Application.
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Serial File or Order Number
® Contains:
® Patent number on title transfers

from U.S.
® \Varranty deed identifications SERIAL FILE
® Reconveyed lands -OR- | ——
® Shows order numbering ORDER NUMBER

t
!

e T

i [

1]

i
B DRCAECOREE

i

|l
THTE

The next column is titled Serial File or Order Number. This column contains the patent number on
title transfers from the U.S., warranty deed identifications, and reconveyed lands. It also shows
the order numbering when they are numbered.

Date of Action
@ In chronological order

@ Date document was signed

® Not numbered: date used as the document
identification DATE OF

® Two or more entries with same date: ACTION pem——
entered in document number order

Date Posted

I‘__'._ﬁ" T ilil I I i} 1 - - . - i 8
® Used if date pertinent to case action, such ?T_ HE ?_*H
as termination actions e 1=
® Dropped from many newer automated His m
@ Present on older scans of old vellum His - - DATE
SRia tata i POSTED
e
i 8 b L 1 CENTET | I 1 I —
e e T e e e s =3

The next column shows the date of action in chronological order. This date is the date the
document was signed. When the order or document is not numbered, then the date is used as
the document identification. If two or more entries have the same date, they are entered in
document number order. The Date Posted column is used only if the date is pertinent to the case
action, such as termination actions. The Date Posted column was dropped from many of the
newer automated Hls, but is present on the older scans of the oldvellum His.
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Remarks
® Miscellaneous information

® Notations of closings, terminations, and
rejections

@ Extensive information:

- REMARKS -

# Melesane Uoundsdescretons E.G. DATE CLOSED, TERMINATED, REJECTED OR RESCINDED

Lengthy aliguot parts descriptions
Segregations

Other land descriptions when Other
Descriptions column contains “See ! CiRaki mmin e puna
Remarks” R REAY 8R4 T

@ Serial number of case

i
i A e

e e o T —

I 1 o= — = ».

HaHUNEEEE

11

1IN

aa
0
i
i

The last column titled Remarks contains miscellaneous information about the case. Notations of
closings, terminations, and rejections of the case will be cited here. Also, information that was too
extensive to be entered in other columns, such as metes-and-boundsdescriptions,

lengthy aliquot parts descriptions, segregations, and other land descriptions when the “other
descriptions” column contains the notation "See Remarks." The serial number of the case may
also appear in this column. For example, REMARKS E.G. DATE CLOSED, TERMINATED,
REJECTED OR RESCINDED.

“Acquired Lands” Added to Heading for Actions Affecting Acquisition

—r | Townskie 2 MORTH RANGE | EAST OF THE GILA AND SALT RIVER MERDUN, ARZONA |
HI Data Read from:
® Back (latest) to front (earliest)

@ Bottom of page (latest) to top of
page (earliest)

‘
TR ARRAREARTENR

Separate HI for Actions Affecting
Acquisition, Uses, or Disposition of
Acquired Lands

Mineral Location and Contest Index:

A TR
1
i

Uses same format as HI but records mining
claim litigation and contest actions.

1
r
H
1
{4
i
H
H
H
1
H
i
i
F
H
1l
H
i
3

1| i
I

i
A
i

i
i

The HI data is read from the back (latest) to the front (earliest) and from the bottom of the page
(latest) to the top of the page (earliest). There is a separate HI for actions which affect the
acquisition, uses, or disposition of acquired lands. The addition of the words “Acquired Lands” is
added to the heading for this index. Mineral Location and Contest Index is an index sheet that
uses the same format as the HI but is used to record mining claim litigation and contest actions.
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SkillCheck

Which of the following are included in the column heading in the HI? (Select all that apply.)

A. Acres

B. Date received
C. Kind of entry

D. Tract or Section

Correct Answers: A. Acres, C. Kind of entry, and D. Tract or Section.

NATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Topic 3

Other Indexes

Topic 3: Other Indexes
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Control Document Index

® 35mm microfilm images mounted in
17 9 1552 | aperture cards

e e ® Most images available electronically

B il @ Copies of original patents and other
documents conveying title

® Contains copies of public laws,
proclamations, and other orders affecting
right or title to use of public land

The Control Document Index is a file of 35mm microfilm images mounted in aperture cards. Most
states have scanned these aperture cards and the images are now available electronically. The
images are copies of the original patents and other documents which conveyed title to interest in
lands from or to the Unites States. The Control Document Index also contains copies of public
laws, proclamations, and other orders which affect or have the right or title to use of public land.

ARIZONA
TNDEX TO MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS Index to Miscellaneous Documents
DOCUMENTS APPLYING TO LANDS NOT SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBED, ON WHICH CONDITIONS RESTRICTING DISPOSAL O USE MAY EXIST
DOCUMENT DESIGNATION DATE NATURE AND EFFECT OF ACTION AND AMENDMENTS . Chrono[oglcal |IStIng:
O PW Res 107 4/17/1926 | Every smallest legal subdivisan of the Public Land surveys which 5 vocant, unappropnated, unreserved, Pubic.
Land and containg o 5ring or water o, and sl lands wthin Y mie of every scring or waier hole iocated on ® Public laws

ungurveved Publc Land ane withdrawn, from settiemen, kocation, sale, or entry and ressrved for ublc use and in
8 of ingidaton Lands mat b4 reactad o asollaton or e f caslicstion, precadurss dabuming that s

st sl ® Acts of Congress
ED WAl 5537 /1571930 | The ﬂtbu.unlml Shale and land Comtamen suth depeats omned by U L5 are lemporanily wihdrimn from. X i
et e oot ppinssa § SHBSACO oA et B o ot o8 s e ® Presidential orders
i | ) _rne nded £O 6010 3; B0 7036 §/13/198, | .
R TS5 vy e e T o o vy P e, e T e ® Documents apply to lands not specifically
L d e e v i, i i e oo, ot S described on which conditions may exist
reserved for kease Lands may be rejected from applicabons or offers # dlassificaten procedures determns that such : =
2 spring is contained on such land. Amended PLO 399 8/20/1947; FLO 614 10/19/1949. that Woutd restmct dlSpOS&I or use of |and5
T EFEAMAREED BT | WO | ey of the Inteior 4 muthorined i iaue of and s parmit and laased on bands contining od shals depcets.

-] LT of all unerared, us ved, unapprogeiated and andapesed of b Land wilkin Apache, |
i, Cocatios etien Ravchad 35 L731343
EO Temp Wl 6010 112871854 | Temgorarly withdraws all vacant, unvesarved and unappropnated Bublic Land from settlement, location, iale o
ot h rﬂ umra wa- ll d far t‘umhﬂw pendog determnston of the most useful purpoese 1o whch such land
may bt and for c and ot natural resaurees. Amanded £ 7040 51201995, £0 7235
1y F!ﬁf!9!! 80 72 41#1\!. 1936; 8O 75991f1f]9]
B0 708 A 5527 STISIS55 | cocratary ofthe Iteir i uberind b emie s parits and eaee o lande containg o shle deposi
EQ 7048 Amends ED 6510 5/20v1935 | Induded lands subject te wethdrawal or other appropriztion at the brme EO 6911 Cnﬁucd and siosequently released. 1
11/26/1934 Secretary of the Intenor o autherized te o i affected by EQ 5910 n
EO 7235 Amends ED 6510 11/26(1535 | Authcrzes sale or leasig of land under Act of June 28,1334 and prowides that the withdrawal shal not debar the
i reisonin of
A ekl FEVIT | Cuchris L it srnng Gt fom cssfeation whie suchlands s part f 3 gratio et
e
57597 s €5 5915 TS| B s R S SRS S ST Va8 s B s e e e et
3261834 dmpsgrated snctcra.

The Index to Miscellaneous Documents contains a chronological listing of public laws, acts of
Congress, and Presidential orders. The listed documents are those that apply to lands not
specifically described on which conditions may exist that would restrict the disposal or use of
lands.
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SkillCheck

Which of the following does the Control Document Index contain? (Select all that apply.)

A. Right-of-way grant
B. Copies of original patents
C. Public laws affecting right or title to the land

Correct Answers: B. Copies of original patents and C. Public laws affecting right or title to the
land

MNATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS

Topic 4

Serial Register Page

Topic 4: Serial Register Page
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Serial Register Page
® Customer name and address

r ¢ : . °
IR T : Type ofpase:
Y Gt T L le _Llon /- ® Legal descriptions
= ? 2 PO @ Actions relating to case
35%?@ Y7 V77 N P e : ® Other information pertinent to case
N e lod s ol ma sas’al tin
= o — - / ‘¢. 7.0 ol _
JATAY : $atfipn Ol L T i L Chronological Record Kept Whether
Loy £FoL. R b ; ) i or Not Transaction Resulted in
' Py ¥ 28 —f % 582228 Lt Gl i - =t
B —r, | KA e TS Disposal or Authorization to Use
. % addiloas /Udé.f-n-«‘%/ Drasuce Airacids Public Lands
Vedderi i aod HLidnm, v S VRl s 7
- i§ L - / =
hed Lo 2 e,
T % 4 vl ¥ /TR
‘[, s DA P gt 7 ’
L% %

P e, 3g sCus ek p o,
winsantmy, of Mo Briigeg. b

The Serial Register Page is an individual document that contains: customer name and address,
type of case, legal descriptions, actions that have occurred relating to the case, and other
information pertinent to the case. This chronological record of the case is kept whether or not the
transaction resulted in the disposal or authorization to use the public lands involved.

From the Historical Index Serial Numbers
® [dentify transactions
® Assigned by each BLM State Office in
SEf'gkf“—E sequential order
ORDER NUMBER @ Preceded by BLM State Office that issued
From the Master Title Plat serial number
- IDENTIFICATION, MINDERALS, WATER ® Followed by land office
| W 12345
COC 12345:
| A I
| Serial number for Colorado
| |
| 8 | CACA 12345:
I I Serial number for California
l |
| | Also Used to Identify Cases on
| W 12345 <—|-— Serial Number Master Title Plats and Historical Index
| OG Lse |

Each transaction is identified by a serial number that has been assigned to it. Serial numbers are
assigned by each BLM State Office in sequential order. These numbers are preceded by the BLM
State Office that issued the serial number followed by the land office. For example, COC 12345 is
a serial number for Colorado and CACA 12345 is a serial number for California. The serial
number found in the register is also used to identify cases on both the Master Title Plats and the
Historical Index.
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Towssdr 2 WORTN MAMGE | CAST OF THE GILA AND SALT RVER MERIOWN, ARD
T

= B I e —— BLM Administrative State Left Off
Serial Number Notation on Some
Older Plats

COC 12345 may appear as C 12345

E2ST OF THE GLA ANE

CACA 12345 may appear as CA 12345

il

On some of the older plats, the BLM administrative state is left off of the serial number notation so
that only the land office precedes the serial number. For example, COC 12345 may appear as C
12345 on some MTPs or Hls, whereas CACA 12345 may appear as CA12345.

Discontinued Serial Prefixes Still
Used to Identify Cases that Show
on Records

o 0 1 (T Central City or Carson City

o Lo r Lo Kt g 229 GLO General Land Office
= P Do ii sgena. (B, L
it de 2o bione H Humboldt

Atathruad- 2hntd fruni o agrano it
L

e hod oo n ook it sl TD0sn PHX

Phoenix

Serial Register Pages
@ Historically: handwritten/typed

® Today: generated from automated land
and mineral databases

z el
Lfo ep -
i EE
2P0l ag il els o s

caskan of Horv B1 1P L 3

When reading the plats and historical indexes you may find other serial prefixes that have been
discontinued, but are still used to identify cases that show on the records. Some examples may
include: CC — Central City or Carson City, GLO — General Land Office, H — Humboldt, and PHX —
Phoenix. Historically, Serial Register Pages were handwritten or typed forms. Today, Serial
Register Pages are generated from data entered into our automated land and mineral databases.
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SkillCheck

Which of the following is the serial number used to identify cases? (Select all that apply.)

A. Index to Miscellaneous Documents
B. Master Title Plat
C. Historical Index

Correct Answers: B. Master Title Plat and C. Historical Index.

You should now be able to:

® Summarize the specific purposes for a Use Plat
and Supplemental Plat

® Describe the Historical Index, Control Document
Index, and Serial Register Page

What you have learned here are just the basics of the BLM Land Status records system. There
are many exceptions and varied practices from State Office to State Office. You should now be

able to: summarize the specific purposes for a Use Plat and Supplemental Plat, and describe the
Historical Index, Control, and Document Index, and Serial Register Page.
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Quiz Answer Key

1. Which of the following scales are used for supplementalplats?
A. 5chainsto linch

B. 10chainsto linch

C. 20chainsto linch

D. 30chainsto linch

Correct Answer: B. 10 chains to 1inch.

2. On which of the following is a chronological listing of all actions that affect the use or
title to public land and resources for eachtownship?

A. Control Document Index

B. Historical Index

C. Serial Register Page

Correct Answer: B. Historical Index

3. True or False: Serial numbers are assigned by the Washington Office.
A. True
B. False

Correct Answer: False

4. True or False: Aperture cards are filed by range and by township in chronological order
by the action's occurrence within thetownship.

A. True

B. False

Correct Answer: True
In which order are serial numbersissued?
Chronological order

5.

A

B. Sequential order
C. Random order

Correct Answer: B. Sequential order

16 of 16



	Quiz Answer Key
	2. On which of the following is a chronological listing of all actions that affect the use or title to public land and resources for each township?
	3. True or False: Serial numbers are assigned by the Washington Office.
	4. True or False: Aperture cards are filed by range and by township in chronological order by the action's occurrence within the township.
	5. In which order are serial numbers issued?

