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Federal Register Notice Briefing Paper
 1.  State Office 

Montana State Office
 2.  What is the title of this notice?
Notice of Proposed Withdrawal Modification and Transfer of Administrative Jurisdiction; Montana.
 3.  What are the key issues raised by the underlying decision documents for this notice?

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has received appropriations to construct a new fire facility and needs to protect the Federal investment for the facility.  The appropriations will be received in two phases with Phase 1 funding in the amount of $386,000 in Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 and Phase 2 funding in the amount of $2,554,000 in FY 2013.  The facility will occupy approximately 5.16 acres of National Forest System (NFS) land located within the Fort Howes Administrative Site withdrawal.  Consent for the BLM to administer NFS land has been received from the U.S. Forest Service (USFS).  The BLM would be the primary agency with responsibility and liability for the uses and activities on the land.  The fire staff conducts fire suppression and fuels management on approximately 596,000 acres of BLM and USFS lands intermixed with State and private lands located in Powder River County.  
4.  Who are the primary users affected by or parties interested in the underlying decisions or actions?  What are their concerns?
The area is within the Fort Howes Administrative Site currently used by the USFS and BLM in performance of fire suppression and fuels management.  Both agencies have agreed to this proposed transfer of administrative jurisdiction.
 5.  Is Tribal consultation appropriate under E.O. 13175?
No.  The area will continue to be part of the Fort Howes Fire Facility currently in place.
 6.  Will this notice be controversial?
No.  The area will continue to be used for the fire program.
 7.   What will the underlying decision or action change?  
The land would be under the administrative jurisdiction of the BLM instead of the USFS.
8.  Will this notice need Communications Materials, e.g., a press release, Communications Plan?
No. The notice will be published in the Federal Register and in at least one local newspaper.
 9.  What are the reasons for the timing of the notice and the consequence, if any, of delaying or canceling the release?
Publication of this notice is required in accordance with 43 CFR 2310.3-1(b).  Funds have been approved for construction of the BLM fire facility.  Delay or cancellation of this notice will result in the land proposed for transfer of administrative jurisdiction not being under BLM management prior to initiating construction of the facility.
10.  How has this been analyzed under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)?
NEPA analysis will be completed during application processing prior to requesting a final public land order.
11.  Is there any additional pertinent, descriptive information that reviewers need to know or would increase understanding?
Maps attached.
12.  List the names and positions of the people who have prepared, reviewed, and approved the notice and the underlying decisions and documents.
Scott McAvoy, Assistant Fire Management Officer
Pam Wall, Realty Specialist

Sandy Ward, Land Law Examiner
Kristen Lenhardt, Public Affairs Specialist

Renee Johnson, Renewable Energy Project Manager

Gary Smith, Acting Chief, Branch of Land Resources
Theresa Hanley, Deputy State Director, Division of Resources

Jamie Connell, Montana/Dakotas State Director

