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Concurrence on Decision by WO (BLM) and Regional Office (FS)
Session Summary 

We reach the decision phase of the land exchange upon completion of all reports, surveys, and the environmental assessment and evaluation of all public comments, and completion of the appraisal/value determination. 

- BLM Handbook H-2200-1, Chapter 9 

The Solicitor’s Office and the BLM WO review all land exchanges at the decision stage (see WO IM 2010-121). 

At the decision phase in a land exchange, you must forward (at a minimum) to the State Office a copy of the draft decision document (Decision Record or Record of Decision), draft Notice of Decision, current briefing paper regarding the land exchange, appraisal review report, Land Exchange Decision Summary, draft binding exchange agreement (if applicable), and other pertinent information (ATI, NOEP) for its review and concurrence (see the BLM Decision Review Checklist).  After its review, the State Office forwards the package to the WO for an informal review.  After finalization, the SD forwards the package to the Solicitor and WO for formal review.
W0-350, Lands, Realty and Cadastral Survey, and WO-300, Assistant Director for Energy, Minerals, Realty Management, review the package. 

The BLM Director approves the land exchange for further processing. 

Upon approval, the Authorized Officer (usually the Field Manager) may sign the decision and publish the Notice of Decision.  Absent any unresolved protests/appeals or significant changes in the decision, you may finalize the exchange. 

- FSH 5409.13, 35.21 

At the decision phase in a land exchange and prior to signing the NEPA decision document or an Exchange Agreement, you must forward a copy of the NEPA document (CE, EA or EIS), draft decision document, appraisal, appraisal review, title documents and any other pertinent information to the Regional Office for review and concurrence.  Note: This step is required for all land exchanges regardless of the estimated value. 

The Regional Director or by the Regional Director of Lands give approval to proceed with the land exchange.  Upon approval, the Forest Service Line Officer with delegated authority (usually the Forest Supervisor) may sign the NEPA decision document and publish the Notice of Decision.  Absent any objection, you may finalize the exchange after a 5-day waiting period.
