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	South Dakota Tribal Officers

	Some Street

	Some Town, SD 00000


Dear 

The Black Hills National Forest and several proponents are contemplating entering into a land exchange of several Federal and non-Federal parcels in the Black Hills National Forest.  The proposed land exchange, as depicted on the enclosed map, would convey approximately 480 acres of Black Hills National Forest into private ownership.  In exchange the Forest Service would acquire approximately 599 acres to be added to the Black Hills National Forest. If the exchange were to go forward appraisals would need to be completed and the acres may change since exchanges are completed on a value basis and they must be equal in value.  
The purpose of the exchange is to acquire two parcels to protect the underground karst resources at Jewell Cave, landownership consolidation as per the Black Hills National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, and reduce wildlife habitat fragmentation by acquiring inholdings and private parcels adjacent to the Forest and other publicly managed lands.  
Prior to any formal agreement to proceed forward in the exchange the Forest Service is interested in seeking tribal input in the proposal.  If the Forest Service enters into an Agreement to Initiate a Land Exchange the Forest would begin the environmental analysis process including scoping, field surveys and compliance with all Section 106 requirements.  Please let me know of any comments and thoughts you may have on the proposal.  If you have any questions on the proposal please contact Cindy Hockelberg at (605) 673-9238 or chockelberg@fs.fed.us.  Comments on the proposed exchange should be submitted by July 30, 2014.

Sincerely,

	
	

	/s/ Craig Bobzien
	 

	CRAIG BOBZIEN
	 

	Forest Supervisor
Enclosure
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